Sustainable DC NATURE Working Group Minutes from KickOff Meeting

NOTES ABOUT GROUP PRIORITIES

1. Inventory and protect land/resources
a. Focus on protecting native species
b. Increase land protection standards/efforts
c. Actively preserve, rehabilitate and create natural habitat in open spaces
d. Create inventories of:
i. District’s assets and needs (in terms of “nature”)
ii. Natural parks, noting the following factors:
1. Conditions
2. Existing infrastructure
3. Existing access points
4. Interconnectedness to other open/green space
iii. Recreation activities
iv. Wildlife habitats
e. Look at underutilized space/vacant space and how it can be repurposed
f. Evaluate the state of the Anacostia River, address problem with subsistence
fishing
g. Look at “non-public” land
h. On private properties, look at issues of pesticide and water use

2. Increase access and connectivity: focus on the people and through empowerment,
increase sense of ownership
a. No barriers to participation in the working group
b. Increase tree canopy in/around schools
c. Establish respect for ALL public/open space
d. Create usable, open spaces in public housing developments
i. Incorporate educational component
ii. Increase access for underserved residents
ili. Improve interconnectedness of public/green spaces
e. More signage and activities in parks/open space
f. Tapinto underused parks/resources
i. Improve promotion/marketing
ii. Evaluate programming
g. Evaluate the proximity of kids to safe access to nature
h. Preserve urbanity
i. Increase habitat connectivity for wildlife
j- Wildlife habitat restoration: community/block-oriented projects

November 29" 2011



Sustainable DC NATURE Working Group Minutes from KickOff Meeting

k. Improve GIS information
i. Habitats
ii. Native plantings
I. Connect people with nature through volunteerism — possible requirement in
high school?

3. Foster involvement and investment

a. Brownfields -> parks
RFK parking lots -> green spaces
De-pave campaign?
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Consider the economic side
i. Park-oriented development
ii. $1 billion into green infrastructure
e. Oxon Run/Oxon Cove Park
i. Increase park’s quality
ii. Increase access
Establish a nature center along the Anacostia River
g. Create green streets
h. Evaluate maintenance of public/green space — how can this be linked to job
creation?
i. Set up rain barrels for all homes within % mile of the Anacostia River
j-  What should be the commitments from other sectors?
i. Private companies
ii. Universities

4. Set metrics and goals
a. Impervious v. pervious surfaces — double current amount of pervious surfaces
b. 10,000 people in underutilized parks East of the River
i. Tie to summer programs
ii. Tieinto efforts to reduce obesity
c. All residents live within 10 minutes or % mile of a park
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