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Help protect the District’s rivers. 
Mark a storm drain today! 

The District Department of the Environment needs your help to clean up 
Rock Creek and the Potomac and Anacostia Rivers. By placing a storm 
drain marker like the one shown below, you can remind your neighbors 
that what they dump into the storm sewer will drain to our rivers, streams 
and wetlands. 
 
Why storm drain markers? 
Unlike sanitary sewers that transport human and industrial waste to a 
treatment plant, storm sewers discharge directly into waterways. The 
discharge includes stormwater runoff from rain and melting snow. Any oil, 
dirt, chemicals and trash on the streets, sidewalks and parking lots also goes 
into the storm drains. 
 
The idea behind drain markers  is simple: educate the public that when 
they dump something down the drain, it just doesn't disappear or go 
through a treatment plant. Less dumping means cleaner waterways. 

To volunteer to place storm drain markers, contact: 
Trinh Doan 

patricia.doan@dc.gov 
(202) 535-1653 
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