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Working Groups Topics

Scope and Purpose

The purpose of the Sustainable DC plan is to create a strategic framework and vision to make DC a greener,
healthier, more livable place to live, work, and play. In addition to identifying bold new ideas, the plan will
incorporate the dozens of existing relevant plans, projects, and initiatives into a clear vision of sustainability. The
plan will then include ambitious, but achievable goals and initiatives to achieve this vision. Developing and
prioritizing these goals and initiatives will be a primary function of the working groups.

The working groups will address the topics below. While separate groups, a large amount of inter-group
collaboration will be necessary (e.g., the food group will have overlap with the waste group in areas such as
composting, and the green economy group in areas such as urban agriculture). In addition to the scope below,
each group will also consider the crosscutting topics of jobs, health, equity, and community education as they
relate to each working group’s topic.

Built Environment
e The built environment group will cover new and existing buildings and infrastructure, and their
intersection with other topic areas such as transportation, energy, and water.
e Examples of topics include density, public and private infrastructure, brownfields, construction code
standards, zoning, and innovative finance, investment models and policies.

Climate
e The climate group will cover greenhouse gas emissions and inventories as well as goals for both the
government and community. The outputs from the ongoing Climate Action Plan development process
will be directly integrated into this group’s analysis.
e Examples of topics include actions for emissions reductions by both government and community and
steps to adapt to climate change.

Energy
e The energy group will cover energy use, generation, efficiency, energy providers, and financing issues.
e The interests of this group will overlap and provide input into the upcoming Comprehensive Energy Plan
led by the District Department of the Environment.

Food
e The food group will cover local food production, distribution, access, security, policy and regulatory
standards, and community benefits related to health, education, and jobs.
e Examples of topic include composting, local food production, commercial distribution, connecting to
school or social services, and access to land.

Nature
e The nature group will cover natural systems, trees, parks and open space, habitats, and wildlife.
e Examples of topics include managing wetlands and animal habitats, tree planting, design and use of park
systems, and integrating biodiversity.

Transportation
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e The transportation group will cover transportation systems, infrastructure, transportation modes,
efficiencies, access, and delivery. The work of this group will interface with the District Department of
Transportation’s sustainability plan and WMATA.

e Examples of topics include increasing mass transit use (Metrobus, Metrorail, Circulator); bicycling;
walking and pedestrian safety; vehicle fleets; and freight service.

Waste
e The waste group will cover waste systems, including waste recycling, hauling and collection, transfer,
and land filling of waste products.
e Examples of topics include recycling, composting, and waste-to-energy.

Water
e The water group will cover water systems and infrastructure including watershed protection,
stormwater management, water quality and reuse, and sewers.
e Examples of topics include clean rivers and water quality, stormwater management and low impact
development, watershed protection and implementation plans, and the role of DC Water.

Green Economy

e The green economy group will cover job creation and retention, economic development, local business
generation, and the green job sector.

e Examples of topics include training and educational or vocational programs, entrepreneurship, business
development, job creation and barriers to job creation, and career pathways.

e Green procurement will be a sub-topic within this group.



