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From:   Jim Dougherty <jimdougherty@aol.com>
Sent:   Monday, February 18, 2013 4:37 PM
To:     Airpermits, AOC (DDOE)
Cc:     vsg6@dc.gov; ATD EOM MIS
Subject:        Getting the coal out of the Capitol Power Plant

Mr. Stephen S. Ours 
Chief, Air Permitting Branch 
District Department of the Environment                     
1200 First Street NE, 5th Floor 
Washington DC 20002 
 
I write to (1) restate my opposition to the burning of coal at the CPP and (2) to express my opposition to 
the expansion of the plant to generate electricity. 
 
As for (1), DDOE has the regulatory authority to end the coal burning – not by telling the AOC what it can 
or cannot burn, but by sharply limiting emissions of the plant’s most dangerous pollutants, e.g., lead, 
mercury, dioxins, radionuclides, etc.  I expect that this will be on the agenda for our meeting on the 20th. 
 
As for (2), there is no reason for the AOC to begin generating electricity on the Hill.  Grid-sources supplies 
are plentiful, as demonstrated by the recent closure of two power plants within a short bike ride of the 
CPP – Benning Road and Potomac River.  If the AOC were to begin purchasing “green power” off the grid 
(as the DC government has pledged to do), it would be better for the global climate – and for DC 
residents.  The installation of gas-fired boilers commits us to generations of fossil-fuel consumption.

James B. Dougherty, Conservation Chair 
D.C. Chapter, Sierra Club 
709 3rd St. SW 
Washington, D.C. 20024 
202-488-1140 (office) 
202-607-7093 (mob) 
www.jimdougherty.net 
 
cc: Mayor Gray
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