
 

 

Water Pollution Control Act               
Common Infractions and Penalties 

OTHER INQUIRIES AND  
OCCURRENCES: 

District Department of the  
Environment 

51 N Street, NE, 6th floor 
Washington, DC 20002 

Main Line (202)535-2600 
green.dc.gov 

Nature of Infraction Fine  
Discharging pollutants to the 
waters of the District without 
a permit 

$2,000 

Discharging used motor oil $1,000 

Discharging corrosive, 
flammable, or explosive 

$1,000 

Discharging oil, gasoline, 
antifreeze, acid or other 
hazardous substance, pollutant 
or nuisance material on a 
public space 

$500 

The benefits of updating your business 
practices and keeping a clean shop are real: 

• COST SAVINGS: clean practices can decrease 
storage, treatment, and disposal costs. 

• ENHANCED PUBLIC IMAGE:  Consumers 
view clean businesses favorably.  Marketing your 
green business practices can set you apart, and 
increase profits. 

• REGULATORY RELIEF:  Following good 
housekeeping measures makes it easier to achieve 
and maintain compliance with District regulations.  

• REDUCED LIABILITY, EXPOSURE AND 
HEALTH RISK:  Cleaner practices mean less 
liability for environmental issues on your property.  
This also means less exposure to toxic chemicals 
and a decreased threat to human health. 

• A CLEANER NATION’S CAPITAL:  
Your cooperation can help make us proud 
to call the District of Columbia our home.  

NEVER dump any pollutants down a drain or 
onto a public space... 

NEVER hose down your work area...   

NEVER put used hazardous materials in the 
trash heading to the landfills... 

NEVER bury, dump, or burn any automotive 
fluids… 

NEVER let automotive fluids accumulate on 
your property whether it is paved or dirt. 

NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO ... 

Pollution Prevention:   
  The green advantage 

SPILLS OF MORE THAN  
50 GALLONS: 

Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management Agency 

(202)727-6161 

Clean Water:  
A Guide for Auto 

Services 



♦ One quart of oil can pollute 250,000 gallons 
of water.   

♦ Anti-freeze is highly toxic and can kill fish 
and animals, yet has a 
sweet smell and taste 
that is attractive to 
children and pets.   

♦ Junked cars, 
automotive parts, 
and car batteries left outside can leak oil, grease, 
acid, or anti-freeze to street drains. 

♦ Used oil filters can contain 3 to 4 ounces of 
motor oil.  With 400 million oil filters disposed 
of each year in the United States, this translates 
into over 12 million gallons of oil.   

♦ Standing water in tire wells not only 
contains the pollutants from the tire, but also 
creates a breeding ground for mosquitoes and 
disease. 

Did you know that 
many street drains 
empty directly into 

our rivers and streams?  Pollutants that sit 
on properties and roadways throughout the 
District are picked up by storm water from 

heavy rains, and piped straight 
to our rivers.  This means 

that everything you do 
can harm our 

waters.  Even 
something as 

simple as storing 
used auto parts outside 

c a n  d e g r a d e  t h e 
environment, and lower the 

quality of life for District residents.  Luckily 
there are many simple steps you can take to 
ensure a revitalization of the District’s 
waterways for future generations.   

KNOW WHERE 
YOUR DRAINS GO 

DISPOSE OF SOLVENTS, DEGREASERS, 
AND USED AUTOMOTIVE FLUIDS 
PROPERLY.  Large 
drums must be clearly 
labeled, capped, and 
free of debris.  Do not 
allow containers to 
deteriorate. Repair any 
structural damage 
immediately!  
 
USE ABSORBENT MATERIALS TO CLEAN 
FLUID SPILLS.  Sand or cat litter can be used for 
this purpose.  Small spills and drips can be wiped 
clean with rags, which should be laundered through 
a contractor. 
     
KEEP USED AUTO PARTS AWAY FROM 
THE ELEMENTS.  Junk cars, car batteries, 
engines, and tires should be covered completely, 
stored inside, or removed from the premises.  In 
case of a  battery acid spill, neutralize with baking 
soda. 
 
NEVER HOSE DOWN THE FLOOR OF 
YOUR WORK AREA.  Broom should be the 
preferred method of cleaning.  If necessary use a 
mild detergent specially formulated for automotive 
spills.  Wash water should never be dumped down a 
floor drain. 
 
DRAIN USED OIL FILTERS PRIOR TO 
DISPOSAL.  Keep filters protected from the 
weather and stored in locations where they will not 
drip.  

Automotive fluids of any sort should never 
be allowed to enter your drains.  Most 
importantly you should never use a hose 
to clean spills on your facility.   

Whether substances are dumped directly into 
a drain, or are  washed from your property 
into the drain during a heavy rainfall, it is 
illegal to discharge a pollutant to district 
waters.  As a business, you are responsible. 

Keep the System Clean 

Good Housekeeping  
is Good Business! 

DID YOU KNOW... 

A SMALL SPILL IS A BIG DEAL! 

Minimize your impact and follow 
these guidelines: 
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