














The key steps in the assessment and cleanup process are defined in the illustration below:

Remedial investigation is a detailed investigation
of the site, characterizing both the extent of
sediment contamination (the area affected and
its limits), and the types and concentrations of
contaminants in the Anacostia River Study Area.
The RI will also investigate whether, and to what
extent, historic or current activities have caused
or confributed to the contamination of the river
sediment. Additionally, the process includes a risk
assessment to evaluate human health and
ecological risks.

Proposed plan is a summary of the
contaminations found, a comparison of various
ways that the contamination can be cleaned up,
and the identification of preferred alternatives
that balance all cleanup considerations. DDOE
will provide opportunities for public comment
throughout the project, but, once a proposed
plan is published, the public is guaranteed an
opportunity for comment and input on the
proposed plan.

Remedial design is a development of the
engineering drawings and specifications for a
site cleanup. The RD follows and is based upon
the Remedial Investigation, Feasibility Study, and
the Record of Decision. It will be completed
and made available before the cleanup work
begins.

Feasibility study is a study requiring detailed
evaluation and screening of cleanup
alternatives. These alternatives are evaluated
using EPA’s nine criteria including protectiveness
of human health and the environment, ease of
implementation, cost, and time to reach
clean-up goals. The technology is evaluated
and tested at a reduced scale in the laboratory
or in the field to generate treatability studies.
The treatability results will help determine which
alternatives should be considered, and offered
tfo the public for their comments for a final
selection of alternatives.

Record of decision is a document explaining the
cleanup approach that will be used to
remediate the site. It contains information on
site history, site description, site characteristics,
community participation, enforcement
activities, contaminated media, contaminants
present, description of the response actions to
be taken, and the remedy selected for cleanup.
The development of the ROD also includes
consideration of how the site could be used in
the future. In making the Record of Decision,
DDOE will use the results of the Remedial Investi-
gation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) as well as input
from the community to determine what, if any,
cleanup actions should be undertaken at the
site or in the adjacent areas of the river.

Remedial action is the actual building of
freatment facilities, removal of waste materials,
containment of contamination, implementation
of institutional controls, or any other component
that completes the cleanup action. The RA also
includes the testing and certifying of any
facilities that are put into operation.
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Appendix & Glossary

Glossary

Accelerated Actions

Accelerated actions are cleanup actions taken at areas
with high concentrations of contamination mostly along
the river.

Administrative Order on Consent

A legal agreement signed by the EPA, DDOE and an
individual, business or other entity through which the entity
agrees to take an action, refrain from an activity, or pays
certain costs. It describes the actions to be taken, applies
to civil actions, and can be enforced in court. In limited
instances it may be subject to a public comment period.

Capping

Placing a cover over contaminated materials. These
covers are called “caps.” Caps do not clean up the
contaminated material. They keep it in place so it will not
come into contact with people or the environment.

Carcinogen
Any substance that can cause or aggravate cancer.

Cleanup

Actions taken to deal with a release or threat of release of
a hazardous substance that could affect humans and/or
the environment. The term “cleanup” is sometimes used
interchangeably with the terms “remedial action,”
“remediation,” “removal action,” “response action,” or
“corrective action.”

Community

An interacting population of various types of individuals in
a common location; a neighborhood or specific area
where people live.

Community Advisory Group

A Community Advisory Group is a committee, task force,
or board made up of residents affected by a Superfund or
other hazardous waste site. A CAG provides a way for
representatives of diverse community interests to present
and discuss their needs and concerns related to the site
and the site cleanup process. CAGs are a community
initiative and responsibility.

Community Involvement

The term used to identify the process for engaging in
dialogue and collaboration with communities affected by
contaminated sites. DDOE community involvement is
founded in the belief that people have a right to know
what the Agency is doing in their community and to have
a say in it. Its purpose is to give people the opportunity to
become involved in the Agency's activities and to help
shape the decisions that are made.

Community Involvement Coordinator

The DDOE representative responsible for involving and
informing the public about the Superfund process and
response actions in accordance with the interactive
community involvement requirements set forth in the
National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution
Contingency Plan (NCP).

Community Involvement Plan

A management and planning tool outlining the specific
community involvement activities to be undertaken
during the course of a site investigation and cleanup. It
is desighed to 1) share communication between the
affected community and DDOE, EPA, and 2) make sure
of public input in the decision-making process related
to the affected communities.

Comprehensive Cleanup
Long-term cleanup plan for the Anacostia River will
take place in phases over several years.

Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as
Amended by the Superfund Amendments

and Reauthorization Act of 1986

Commonly known as Superfund, CERCLA is infended to
protect human health and the environment by
investigating and cleaning up abandoned or
uncontrolled hazardous waste sites. Under the program
the EPA either can pay for a site cleanup when parties
responsible for the contamination cannot be located or
are unwilling or unable to perform the work, or take
legal action to force parties responsible for site
contamination to clean up the site or repay the federal
government for the cleanup cost.

Consent Decree

A legal document, approved by a judge, that
formalizes an agreement reached between the DDOE
and potentially responsible parties through which PRPs
will conduct all or part of a cleanup action at a
Superfund site; cease or correct actions or processes
that are polluting the environment; or otherwise comply
with the DDOE-initiated regulatory enforcement actions
to resolve the contamination at the site involved. The
consent decrees describes the actions PRPs will take, is
subject to a public comment period prior to its
approval by a judge, and is enforceable as a final
judgment by a court.
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Appendix & Glossary

Glossary

Public Forum

Semi-formal public sessions that are characterized by a
presentation, question-and-answer session, and a less
formal poster/display session. This format allows members
of the pubilic to participate in both large and small group
settings. Public forums do not require the use of court
reporters and transcripts, although meeting summaries
may be issued through newsletters and progress reports.

Public Meeting

Formal public sessions that are characterized by a
presentation to the public followed by a question-and-
answer session. Formal public meetings may involve the
use of a court reporter and the issuance of franscripts.

Formal public meetings are required only for the Proposed

Plan and ROD amendments.

Reaches

The Anacostia River was divided into nine channel
reaches of nine mile in length for the purpose of
identifying locations in the river.

Record of Decision
A public document that explains the cleanup method

that will be used at a Superfund site based on EPA studies,

public comments, and community concerns.

Remedial Action
The actual construction or implementation phase that
follows the remedial design (also referred to as site clean-

up).

Remedial Design
The phase that follows the remedial investigation/
feasibility study (RI/FS) and includes development of

engineering drawings and specification for a site cleanup.

Remedial Investigation

An in-depth study designed to gather data needed to
determine the nature and extent of contamination at a
Superfund site, establish site cleanup criteria, identify
preliminary alternatives for remedial action, and support
technical and cost analyses of alternatives. The remedial

investigation is usually concurrent with the feasibility study.

Together they are referred to as the “RI/FS.”

Remedial Project Manager

The DDOE official responsible for coordinating, monitoring,

and/or directing site investigations and cleanups at sites.

Remediation
Cleanup or other methods used to remove or contain a
toxic spill or hazardous materials from a Superfund site.

Responsiveness Summary

A summary of oral and/or written public comments
received by DDOE during a comment period on key
DDOE documents and the DDOE's response to
comments.

Restoration

Actions undertaken to return an injured resource to its
baseline condition, as measured in terms of the injured
resource’'s physical, chemical, or biological properties,
or the services it previously provided, when such actions
are in addition to response actions completed or
anticipated, and when such actions exceed the level
of response actions determined appropriate to the site.

Sediment

Soil, sand and minerals washed from land intfo water,
especially after rain. Sediment piles up in reservoirs,
rivers and harbors.

Stakeholder

Any organization, governmental entity, or individual
that has a stake in or may be affected by the
superfund program.

Superfund

The program operated under the legislative authority of
CERCLA that funds and carries out EPA’s solid waste
emergency and long-term removal and remedial
activities.

Toxic Chemical

Any substance which may be harmful to the
environment or hazardous to your health if inhaled,
ingested or absorbed through the skin.

Treatment

Any method, technique or process designed to remove
solids and/or pollutants from solid waste, waste-streams,
effluents, and air emissions.

Water Quality Standards

State adopted and EPA approved standards for water
bodies. The standards prescribe the use of the water
body and establish the water quality criteria that must
be met to protect designated uses.

Watershed
A watershed is the area of land where all the water that
is under it or drains off it goes into the same place.
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