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PURPOSE 

» Improve District’s watershed and waterbodies 

» Build capacity among community-based organizations and 
small businesses 

» Raise awareness about stormwater issues  

» Achieve quantifiable results  

» Foster innovation and creative ideas  

» Provide short-term, start-up funding for community-
oriented projects 
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OVERVIEW 

» $200,000 available 

» Each project can request up to $20,000 

» Funding is provided on a reimbursement basis, advances available 
on a limited basis. 

» Grants are awarded through a competitive selection process. 

» Projects will generally run from April 2018 through April 30, 2019. 
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When rain falls in the District…..  



it runs off hard surfaces… 



and becomes Stormwater Runoff 



So… why do we care?  
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Trash 



 

Oil, gas, and other 

transportation -related 

pollutant runoff 



Flooding 



 

Stream bank erosion 
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https://arcg.is/1GGn9W 

Combined Sewer 
System (CSS) 

Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System 

(MS4) 

https://arcg.is/1GGn9W


The District’s Strategy against 

Stormwater Runoff 
Incentive programs  
 RiverSmart Homes, Schools, Communities 
 Green Roof Rebates 
 RiverSmart Rewards 
 Stormwater Retention Credit Trading 
 
Laws and regulations  
 5 cent Bag Fee 
 Ban on coal tar pavement products 
 Foam Ban 
 Stormwater Management Regulations 
 
Issue competitive grants  
 Community Stormwater Solutions Grants!!! 
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Community Stormwater Solutions 

Grants 



PROJECT AREAS 
1. Install green infrastructure 

2. Maintain existing green infrastructure 

3. Provide pathways to green jobs 

4. Restore native habitat 

5. Litter clean up 

6. Prevent pollution from entering District water bodies 
through stormwater runoff. 

7. Engage communities, raise awareness, and bring about 
behavior change on issues impacting water quality 

8. Commemorate 2018 as the “Year of the Anacostia”  
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1.  INSTALL GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
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Green infrastructure allows stormwater to be absorbed into the ground, reducing 

the impact of stormwater runoff on District water bodies. Coupled with 

significant community engagement, even small installations can make a big 

difference.     

COMMON GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PRACTICES: 

» Green roofs 

» Rain gardens 

» Rainwater harvesting 

» Permeable pavers  
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@doee_dc 

2. MAINTAIN EXISTING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 



DOEE’S EXISTING INITIATIVES/PRIORITIES: 

» Develop and implement an “adopt-
a-…” program focused on getting 
residents, businesses, or school 
involved in maintaining green 
infrastructure in their area 

» Train and incorporate green 
infrastructure maintenance into 
existing maintenance staff or street 
team activities 

» Offer maintenance workshops 
focused on teaching RiverSmart 
Homes participants to maintain 
their rain barrels, rain gardens, 
permeable pavers, and BayScaping 
projects 
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Green infrastructure already exists at many schools, residential 
properties, commercial buildings, and along roadways.  
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3. PROVIDE PATHWAYS TO GREEN JOBS 



Jobs focused on trash prevention, watershed health, and 
stormwater management are emerging job fields. Proposals 
in this category should focus on training and connecting the 
District workforce to these types of jobs. 

DOEE’S EXISTING INITIATIVES/PRIORITIES: 

» Developed curriculum and 
provided hands-on activities to 
participants of a summer youth 
program 

» Train and employ youth workers to 
maintain native plant garden 
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4. RESTORE NATIVE HABITAT  
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PRIORITY AREAS FOR INVASIVE SPECIES 
REMOVAL: 

» Kingman Island  

» Heritage Island 

» Pope Branch 

» Alger Park 

» DPR sites with forested areas 

Many of District’s natural areas are overrun by invasive plant species. 

Proposals in this category should focus on removing invasive species, 

replanting with natives, engaging residents, and creating new native 

habitats.  
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5. LITTER CLEAN UP 
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Trash is one of the leading causes of pollution in the District’s 

water bodies. Storm drains in the Municipal Separate Storm 

Sewer System (MS4) areas of the District lead directly to our 

streams.  
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PRIORITY AREAS TRASH CLEAN-UPS: 

» MS4 

» In-Stream  

» Neighborhoods 

» Commercial Areas 



6. POLLUTION PREVENTION 
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DOEE’S EXISTING INITIATIVES/PRIORITIES: 

» Stormwater-safe car washing kits that could be 
loaned to groups planning car wash fundraisers 

» Education on proper outdoor storage of 
pollutants at home or businesses 

» Education on proper fertilizer and pesticide 
application at home and how to use integrated 
pest management and alternative products to 
minimize environmental impacts 

» Outreach and education on pet waste, 
including installation and maintenance of pet 
waste bag dispensers 
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Stormwater runoff is the leading cause of stream impairment in urban areas. 

Many outdoor activities (product storage, manufacturing processing, 

loading/unloading operations, pet care) contribute to degraded water quality 
when proper measures are not followed 



7. ENGAGE, RAISE AWARENESS, 

CHANGE BEHAVIOR  
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Priority subject areas include stormwater management, 

trash, pollution prevention, and watershed restoration. 
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DOEE’S EXISTING INITIATIVES/PRIORITIES: 

» Promote the District’s Zero Waste DC initiative 
focused on the District’s recent ban on food 
service ware made of expanded polystyrene 
and other projects that cannot be recycled or 
composted.  

» Conduct targeted outreach on DOEE’s 
RiverSmart Homes program in Wards 7 and 8, 
and specifically in Congress Heights, Fairlawn, 
Deanwood, Benning Ridge, Marshall Heights, 
and Lincoln Heights.  

» Conduct outreach to neighborhoods prone to 
interior flooding. See DC Silver Jackets report. 

» Improve visibility of existing RiverSmart Homes 
projects through installation of yard signs (500 
signs are already printed and ready for 
installation) 

 



8. COMMEMORATE 2018 AS THE  

“YEAR OF THE ANACOSTIA” 
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The Year of the Anacostia commemorates the 100th year anniversary 
of Anacostia Park and the many events and milestones that will be 

celebrated along the river in 2018.  

 

Projects may include activities that improve water quality, promote 
sustainable development, and create opportunities on and along the 

Anacostia River.  
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WHO CAN APPLY? 
» Nonprofits 

» Faith-based organizations 

» Government agencies 

» Schools, universities, and other educational institutions 

» Businesses 

 
Applicant must be physically located in the District. 

 

Individuals and other unincorporated groups are 

encouraged to partner with an eligible applicant 

as a “fiscal agent.” 
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HOW TO APPLY 

Online application through ZoomGrants. Link to the 
application is in the RFA. 

 

Read the RFA and attach all required documents to the online 
application. 

 

Do not submit anything by email, fax, or in person. 

 

Deadline: 6pm on January 26. The online system will close at 
6pm SHARP.  
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Follow the link from the RFA… 
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Once you’ve created your account…  

@doee_dc 

Click “Apply” to Start your Proposal or 
“Preview” just to see what questions 

we ask.  

Update your account any time 

You can login and out of the 
application (save and return). 



Once you’ve created your account…  
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Provide basic info 

Add collaborators  



Application Questions Tab, Part 1 
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Provide basic location data 



Application Questions Tab, Part 2 
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Answer a series of questions about the project 



Application Questions Tab, Part 3 
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Tell us who you are and who will be 
working on the project 



Budget Tab, Part 1 
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Enter your people costs 



Enter all other costs 

Budget Tab, Part 2 
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Budget Tab, Part 3 
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Now tell us about your budget 



Tables Tab, Part 1 
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Provide a detailed timeline for the project 



Tables Tab, Part 2 
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Describe the project’s outcomes, outputs, and activities 



Attachments! 

Don’t forget to start collecting all the required documents you’ll 
need to submit with your proposal! 
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Submit Error Report 

If you’ve forgotten something, the system will 
tell you. You’ll have to fix all the errors before 

the system will allow you to submit. 
 

Don’t wait til the last minute to submit!! 
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You must submit a separate application 

for each project you propose. 

Click here to start a separate 
application. 

You’ve already started one application. 
Click the title to return to it or click 

“archive” to effectively delete it. 
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Trouble with your online 

application? 
“Help” opens up additional 

resources. 
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How projects will be scored:  
Scoring Criteria Points 

Presents an achievable plan for executing the project   15 

Presents a reasonable budget for the work proposed   15 

Involves members of an identified community in the development and 
execution of the project as evidenced through letters of support 

  15 

Uses art or another creative solution   5 

Will lead to behavior change   5 

Furthers existing DOEE efforts or stated priorities to reduce the impacts 
of stormwater runoff 

  10 

Is cost effective (more bang for the buck)   10 

Presents a meaningful way to educate the public on a stormwater-related 
issue 

  5 

Will produce quantifiable outcomes   5 

Demonstrates experience managing funds and reporting properly   5 

Benefits the District’s MS4 area, directly or indirectly   5 

Benefits the Anacostia River or supports the “Year of the Anacostia”   5 
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Timeline 

Grants 
announced 

Dec 1 

Informational 
meetings 

December and 
early January 

Application 
deadline 

Jan 26 at 6pm 

 

DOEE reviews 
proposals 

Jan 27 
through 

March/April 

Winners 
notified 

April-ish 

Grantees start 
work as soon 

as Grant 
Award Notice  

is issued to 
winners 

Grant period 
ends 

April 30, 2019 



THANK YOU 
QUESTIONS? 

Emily Rice 

202-535-2679 

emily.rice@dc.gov  


