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PURPOSE 

» Improve District’s watershed and waterbodies 

» Build capacity among community-based organizations and small 
businesses 

» Raise awareness about stormwater issues  

» Achieve quantifiable results  

» Foster innovation and creative ideas  

» Provide short-term, start-up funding for community-oriented projects 

 

Two Special Focus Areas: 

» Restoration of, access to, and environmental education at, and in the 
neighborhoods surrounding, Kingman and Heritage Islands.  

» Watershed restoration and community engagement at DOEE’s 
Targeted Subwatersheds 
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OVERVIEW 

» $200,000 available 

» Each project can request up to $20,000 

» Funding is provided on a reimbursement basis, advances available on 
a limited basis. 

» Grants are awarded through a competitive selection process. 

» Projects will generally run from April-ish 2019 through June 30, 2020. 
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When rain falls in the District…..  



it runs off hard surfaces… 



and becomes Stormwater Runoff 



So… why do we care?  
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Trash 



 

Oil, gas, and other 

transportation -related 

pollutant runoff 



Flooding 



 

Stream bank erosion 
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https://arcg.is/1GGn9W 

Combined Sewer 
System (CSS) 

Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System 

(MS4) 

https://arcg.is/1GGn9W
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Targeted Sub-
watersheds 

Kingman and 
Heritage Islands 



The District’s Strategy 
Incentive  and other programs like… 

 RiverSmart Homes, Schools, Communities 

 Green Roof Rebates 

 RiverSmart Rewards 

 Stormwater Retention Credit PriceLock and Site Evaluation 

 Watershed Stewards Academy 

 Adopt Your District 

 Large Parcel Tree Planting 

 

Laws and regulations like… 

 5 cent Bag Fee 

 Ban on coal tar pavement products 

 Foam Ban 

 Stormwater Management Regulations 

 

Issue competitive grants  

 GZEP Watershed Protection Projects 

 Clean Water Construction 

 Innovative LID 

 RiverSmart Communities 

 RiverSmart Schools 

 Stormwater Retention Credit (SRC) Aggregator Startup 

 Community Stormwater Solutions Grants!!! 
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Community Stormwater Solutions 

Grants 



PROJECT AREAS 
1. Install green infrastructure 

2. Maintain existing green infrastructure 

3. Provide pathways to green jobs focus on stormwater solutions 

4. Restore natural habitat 

5. Litter clean up and address causes of litter 

6. Reduce sources of pollution to District water bodies 

7. Engage communities, raise awareness, and bring about behavior 
change on issues impacting water quality 

8. Foster engagement in, restoration of, and support for, existing 
efforts at Kingman and Heritage Islands, including projects in the 
adjacent communities 
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1.  INSTALL GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
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Green infrastructure allows stormwater to be absorbed into the ground, reducing 

the impact of stormwater runoff on District water bodies. Coupled with 

significant community engagement, even small installations can make a big 

difference.     
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Projects in this category could include:  

 

• Installation of green infrastructure in a highly 

visible location 

 

• Community engagement to enhance or 

support GI at houses of worship, cemeteries, 

and other charitable organizations 

 

• Community engagement that enhances 

installation of green infrastructure used to 

generate SRCs 



@doee_dc 

2. MAINTAIN EXISTING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 



Projects in this category could include: 

 

• Train and incorporate green infrastructure maintenance into 

maintenance staff duties or street team activities 

 

• Offer maintenance workshops, specifically tailored to past participants 

of DOEE’s RiverSmart Homes, RiverSmart Communities, and RiverSmart 

Schools programs 

 

• Work with DPR’s Adopt-a-Park program to maintain green infrastructure 

on DPR sites 
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Green infrastructure already exists at many schools, residential 
properties, commercial buildings, and along roadways.  
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3. PROVIDE PATHWAYS TO GREEN JOBS 



Jobs focused on litter prevention, watershed health, and stormwater 

management range from entry level to highly technical design and 

construction professions. There are several local job training, certification, 

and knowledge-building programs, including Watershed Stewards 

Academy, RiverCorps, GZEP, and the National Green Infrastructure 

Certification Program. More can be done to effectively link these programs 

so they become a pipeline for employment opportunities.  

Projects in this category could include:  

» Improve outreach in order to 

increase participation 

» Connect District workforce with 

existing programs 

» Employ District residents to 

implement projects 
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4. RESTORE NATURAL HABITAT  
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Many of District’s natural areas are overrun by invasive plant species. 

Proposals in this category should focus on removing invasive species, 

replanting with natives, engaging residents, and creating new native 

habitats.  
 

DOEE’s priority areas for invasive species removal and native plantings 

are locations within the Targeted Subwatersheds and at any of DPR’s 

forested areas.  
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5. LITTER CLEAN UP AND ADDRESS 

CAUSES OF LITTER 
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Litter is one of the leading causes of pollution in the District’s water bodies. Storm 

drains in the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) areas of the District 

lead directly to our streams.  

 

DOEE’s main priority for litter cleanups is areas that are within the MS4. Litter 

prevention projects should address the causes of litter and result in behavior 

change in the target audience. 
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Projects in this category could include:  

• Support or participate in Adopt-a-Park 

and Adopt-a-Stream programs 

 

• Education about impacts of plastic 

pollution in the District’s watersheds 

 

• Support or recruit participation in 

community cleanups 

 

• Educate on the impacts and laws 
associated with illegal dumping.  



6. REDUCE SOURCES OF POLLUTION 

TO DISTRICT WATER BODIES 
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Projects in this category could include: 

 

• Education on integrated pest management 

 

• Education on fertilizer-alternatives 

 

• Install solutions to areas impacted by erosion 

 

• Education on “clean” home auto repair practices 

@doee_dc 

This broad category covers any project focused on reducing or removing 

pollution from entering the District’s waterways. Any substance with the 

potential to alter water quality is considered a pollutant, including fertilizers, 
auto fluids, dirt, bacteria, and nutrients found in pet waste.   



7. ENGAGE, RAISE AWARENESS, 

CHANGE BEHAVIOR  
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Priority subject areas include stormwater management, 

trash, pollution prevention, and watershed restoration. 
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Projects in this category could include: 

 

• Educate and engage a target audience on opportunities to participate in programs 

and projects impacting water quality. 

 

• Implement art projects that inspire watershed stewardship 

 

• Create opportunities for interactive, nature-based play 

 

• Increase access to, and encourage activity along, the Anacostia River 

 

• Design and implement wayfinding to support access to key natural resources 

 

• Educate District residents about the AREC 

 

• Conduct outreach and develop partnerships for the SRC market 

 

• Develop or improve communication and messaging tools for the SRC program 

 

• Improve visibility of existing RiverSmart Homes projects through installation of yard 

signs. 

 



8. Restoration and engagement at and 

around Kingman and Heritage 

Islands 
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Kingman and Heritage Islands are unique natural resource situated in 
the Anacostia River, in Ward 7. The islands are owned by DC and 

managed by Living Classrooms. A project in this category should 

produce an increased sense of local stewardship and more local 

knowledge of the islands’ natural resources and could include: 

 

• Invasive species removal and native species planting 

 

• Engagement with neighboring communities to improve wayfinding 

and access to the islands 

 

• Events that draw people to the island for watershed-related 

educational and restoration activities, including cleanups, invasive 

species removal, and planting events. 

 

• Oral history project in one or more of the adjacent communities, 

focusing on the history of the local people and on their 

connections to the islands and the Anacostia River 
 

• Vitalizing the south side of the Benning Road Bridge 
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WHO CAN APPLY? 
» Nonprofits 

» Faith-based organizations 

» Government agencies 

» Schools, universities, and other educational institutions 

» Businesses 

 

Applicant must be physically located in the District. 

 

Individuals and other unincorporated groups are 

encouraged to partner with an eligible applicant as a 

“fiscal agent.” 
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HOW TO APPLY 

Online application through ZoomGrants. Link to the 

application is in the RFA. 

 

Read the RFA and attach all required documents to 

the online application. 

 

Do not submit anything by email, fax, or in person. 

 

Deadline: 6pm on January 25. The online system will 

close at 6pm SHARP.  
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Follow the link from the RFA… 
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Once you’ve created your account…  
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Click “Apply” to Start your Proposal or 
“Preview” just to see what questions 

we ask.  

Update your account 
any time 

You can login and out of the 
application (save and return). 



Once you’ve created your account, start 

with Basic Info  
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And this is where you can add 

Collaborators and Additional Contacts 
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Add collaborators and 
contacts  



Application Questions Tab, Part 1 
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Provide basic location data 



Application Questions Tab, Part 2 
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Answer a series of questions about the project 



Application Questions Tab, Part 3 
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Tell us who you are and who will be 
working on the project 



Budget Tab, Part 1 
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Enter your people costs 



Enter all other costs 

Budget Tab, Part 2 
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Budget Tab, Part 3 
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Now tell us about your budget 



Tables Tab 
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Detail out the activities, outputs, 
outcomes, and parties responsible for 

each 



Attachments! 

Don’t forget to start collecting all the required documents 
you’ll need to submit with your proposal! 
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Submit Error Report 

If you’ve forgotten something, the system will 
tell you. You’ll have to fix all the errors before 

the system will allow you to submit. 
 

Don’t wait til the last minute to submit!! 
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You must submit a separate application 

for each project you propose. 

Click here to start a separate 
application. 

You’ve already started one application. 
Click the title to return to it or click 

“archive” to effectively delete it. 
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Trouble with your online 

application? 
“Help” opens up additional 

resources. 
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How projects will be scored:  
Scoring Criteria Points 

Presents an achievable plan for executing the project 20 

Presents a  detailed, numeric budgeted and narrative that includes a clear 
justification for the funds requested 

20 

Involves members of an identified community in the development and 
execution of the project  and includes letters of support from those 
involved 

15 

Uses art or another creative solution to engage the target audience 5 

Will lead to behavior change that improves the health of the District’s 
water bodies 

5 

Furthers existing DOEE efforts or stated priorities as indicated in Section 
1.6 that can be executed independently and without requiring significant 
effort or support by DOEE program staff.  

10 

Presents a meaningful way to educate the public on a stormwater-related 
issue 

10 

Will produce quantifiable outcomes 10 

Demonstrates experience managing funds and reporting properly 5 
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Additional criteria 

Scoring Criteria Points 

Benefits the District’s MS4 area, directly or indirectly 5 

Benefits the Anacostia River, directly or indirectly 5 

Is located within an area identified  on the Targeted Subwatershed map 5 

Benefits the restoration of Kingman and Heritage Islands and engagement 
efforts on the islands and in surrounding communities 

5 

Applicant has not previously been a grantee of the Community 
Stormwater Solutions Grant Program. Exception: if the applicant has 
previously been funded through this program, but its primary role is to 
serve as the fiscal agent for another entity or individual that has not 
previously received funding, then the proposal may  receive these 
additional points. 

5 
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Timeline 

RFA 
announced 

November 30  

Informational 
meetings 

December and 
early January 

Application 
deadline 

Jan 25 at 6pm 

 

DOEE reviews 
proposals 

Jan 26 
through 

March/April 

Winners 
notified 

April-ish 

Grantees start 
work as soon 

as Grant 
Award Notice  

is issued to 
winners 

Grant period 
ends 

June 30, 2020 



THANK YOU 
QUESTIONS? 

Emily Rice 

202-535-2679 

emily.rice@dc.gov  


