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When rain falls in the District…..  



it runs off hard surfaces… 



and becomes Stormwater Runoff 



So… why do we care? 



Trash 



 

Oil, gas, and other 
transportation -related 
pollutant runoff 



Flooding 



 

Stream bank erosion 



The District’s Strategy against 
Stormwater Runoff 

Incentive programs  
 RiverSmart Homes, Schools, Communities 
 Green Roof Rebates 
 RiverSmart Rewards 
 Stormwater Retention Credit Trading 
 
Laws and regulations  
 5 cent Bag Fee 
 Ban on coal tar pavement products 
 Foam Ban 
 Stormwater Management Regulations 
 
Issue competitive grants  
 Community Stormwater Solutions Grants!!! 

 



Community Stormwater Solutions Grants 



Who can apply? 

Nonprofits 

Faith-based organizations 

Government agencies 

Schools, universities, and other educational institutions 

Businesses 

 

Applicant must be physically located in the District. 

 

Individuals and other unincorporated groups are encouraged 
to partner with an eligible applicant as a “fiscal agent.” 



 Six Project Areas 

1. Remove impervious surfaces, install green 
infrastructure, or plant trees 

2. Create/promote green jobs 

3. Restore native habitat 

4. Clean up an area affected by high volumes of litter 

5. Prevent litter 

6. Educate or raise awareness of a stormwater issue 

 

Projects must include an educational component. 

 



1. Green infrastructure 

Examples of previously funded projects: 
 
• Rain barrels installed at a community 

garden 
 
• Removal of impervious area and 

installation of a native plant garden on 
non-profit owned land 
 



2. Create/promote green jobs 

Examples of previously funded projects: 
  
• Developed curriculum and provided hands-on 

activities to participants of a summer youth 
program 
 

• Train and employ youth workers to maintain native 
plant garden 
 
 
 



3. Restore native habitat 

Examples of previously funded projects: 
 
• Host invasive species removal work 

sessions with community, targeting a 
particularly bad area 
 

• Design and execute a native planting 
plan to help stabilize a stream 
 

• Seeded areas of Kingman Island with 
grasses that will help improve 
biodiversity and create habitat for 
pollinators 
 



4. Trash Cleanup 

Examples of previously funded 
projects: 
 
• Removed scrap metal from shores of 

Kingman Island, which will be 
incorporated into a publicly 
displayed sculpture 



5. Prevent Litter 

Examples of previously funded projects: 
 
• Created a dedicated location for non-profit’s trash 

receptacles and draw attention to it through signage 
and art 
 



6. Educate or raise awareness of a stormwater 
issue 



Education 

Every project should include an education 
component and clearly state the methods used. 



How to apply 

Online application through ZoomGrants. Link to the 
application is in the RFA. 

 

Read the RFA and attach all required documents to the 
online application. 

 

Do not submit anything by email, fax, or in person. 

 

Deadline: 5pm on January 27. The online system will 
close at 5pm SHARP.  



Follow the link from the RFA…. 

 

Create an account 

Login if existing user 



Once you’ve created your account… 

 

Click “Apply” to Start your Proposal 
or “Preview” just to see what 

questions we ask.  

Update your account any time 

You can login and out of the 
application (save and return). 



ZoomGrants Features 
Information Tabs 

Application Content Tabs 

Or use these buttons to move 
between tabs 

 
Located at the bottom of 

every page 

Submit, print, 
preview… 



Enter Basic Info (some will auto-fill) 

 

Add contacts 

Add a collaborator 
Provide some basic info 



Application Questions Tab, Part 1 

 

Provide basic location data 



Application Questions Tab, Part 2 

Answer a series of questions about the project 



Application Questions Tab, Part 3 

 

Tell us who you are and who will be 
working on the project 



Budget Tab, Part 1 

 

Enter your people costs 



Budget Tab, Part 2 

 
Enter all other costs 



Budget Tab, Part 3 

 

Now tell us about your budget 



Tables Tab, Part 1 

 

Provide a detailed timeline for the project 



Tables Tab, Part 2 

 

Describe the project’s outcomes, outputs, and activities 



Attachments! 

 
Don’t forget to start collecting all the required documents you’ll 

need to submit with your proposal! 



Submit Error Report 

 

If you’ve forgotten something, the system 
will tell you. You’ll have to fix all the errors 
before the system will allow you to submit. 

 
Don’t wait til the last minute to submit!! 



You must submit a separate application for 
each project you propose. 

 

Click here to start a separate 
application. 

You’ve already started one 
application. Click the title to 

return to it or click “archive” to 
effectively delete it. 



Trouble with your online 
application? 

 
“Help” opens up additional 

resources. 



How projects will be scored 
 Scoring Criteria  Points 

 Presents an achievable plan for executing the project  15 

 Presents a reasonable budget for the work proposed  10 

 Involves members of an identified community in a meaningful way   10 

 Uses art or another creative solution  10 

 Is cost effective (more bang for the buck)  10 

 Presents a meaningful way to educate the public on a stormwater-related issue  10 

 Will produce quantifiable outcomes  10 

 Demonstrates experience managing funds and reporting properly  10 

 Benefits the District’s MS4 area directly  10 

 Benefits the Anacostia River, directly or indirectly  5 



Combined Sewer 
System 

MS4 

Anacostia River 
Watershed / MS4 overlap 



Timeline 

Grants 
announced 

Nov 18 

Informational 
meetings 

December 
and early 
January 

Application 
deadline 

Jan 27 

 

DOEE 
reviews 

proposals 

Jan 28 
through 

March/April 

Winners 
notified 

April-ish 

Grantees 
start work as 
soon as Grant 
Award Notice  

is issued to 
winners 

Grant period 
ends 

April 30, 
2018 



Questions,  

? 
Contact Info: 

 
Emily Rice 

202-535-2679 
Community.stormwatersolutions2017@dc.gov  

comments,  applause 


