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Who are we?
• Inspectors of anything & 

everything MS4 (Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer 
System)
• Illicit discharges

• Critical source 
facility inspections

• Dry weather outfall 
screening
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• DC Sanitary Line Correction 
and Education Project
• Reducing pollution loads by 

correcting illicit sanitary 
connections to the Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System

• Provide preventative outreach 
to educate residents 
on getting plumbing work 
properly 
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Project Location: 

• Nash Run and Watts Branch 
Sewershed

• Little less than half of Ward 7 

• Includes: 

• Deanwood 

• Burrville

• Lincoln Heights 

• Grant Park

• Hill Brook 
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Background: 
Previous Investigation 
Efforts

• Recurring reports 
of sanitary discharges

• Initial source tracking- dry 
weather flow, wildlife 
camera, manhole 
booms, sampling

• Dye Testing with contractor

• Door to Door 
outreach/pamphlets
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Five known residential 
properties found with illicit 
sewer connections



Impacted Water Bodies
Watts Branch

• Tributary of 
Anacostia

• 60 outfalls

• 4920.52 Acres 
in project area

Nash Run

• Tributary of 
Anacostia

• 5 Outfalls

• 324.7 Acres in 
project area
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• listed as impaired as of 2016 for turbidity, 

flow alternations, organic 

enrichment/oxygen depletion 
and pathogens

• Listed in 1996 for failing to support two 

designated uses: (1) the protection and 

propagation of fish, shellfish and wildlife 

and (2) the protection of human heath 

related to consumption of fish and 

shellfish. Impairment was attributed to a 

number of pollutants, including TSS



Environmental Justice 
and Climate Threat
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• Impervious surface makes up 32% of the 

Watts Branch sewershed & 49% of Nash 

Run sewershed

*Map and Graphs from CREST analysis, Environmental Protection Agency



Climate Vulnerability 
in the Project Area
Mapping impacts of climate change-
risk and resilience- in communities 
using multiple factors such as: 

• Resilience hubs present

• Community Exposure

• Community Assets

• Threats

• Presence of fish and wildlife
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Project’s Environmental Justice Report 
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Seeking Solutions
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National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Small Watershed Grants Program:

Supports efforts to achieve water quality improvement, restoration, and protection of key 

Chesapeake Bay species and their habitats, and the fostering of an engaged and diverse citizen 

and stakeholder presence that will build upon and sustain measurable natural resource 

improvements.

The Small Watershed Grants Program priorities are:

• Managing Agricultural and Urban Runoff

• Improving Water Quality and Stream Health Through Riparian Restoration and Conservation

• Enhancing and Protecting Freshwater Habitat for Eastern Brook Trout

• Enhancing and Protesting Tidal and Estuarine Habitat

• Enhancing Nature-Based Resilience for Human Communities

• Building Capacity for Landscape-Scale Watershed and Habitat Planning, Design, and 

Implementation



Project Period: 

This project starts at the date of the Director's approval and 
ends September 30, 2024. This period can be extended 
depending upon the performance of the grantee and/or the 
availability of funds.

Available Funding: 

$180,000. This amount can be adjusted depending upon the 
performance of the grantee and/or the availability of funds.

Funds are reimbursable funds 
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Project Outcomes: 

1. Reduced nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment pollution to 
the Chesapeake Bay and its tributary rivers and streams

2. Individuals in the watershed are motivated to adopt 
behaviors that benefit water quality, aquatic species, and 
aquatic habitats
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Project Outputs:

1. Number of people educated 
• Project Goal is at least 100 people in the target Communities

2. Number of homes correctly connected to sanitary sewer lines
• Project Goal is to engage with up to five residential property owners, an 

interchange that results in sewer corrections

3. Participation in monthly, or as needed, in-person and video 
meetings and calls 

• This is with DOEE 

4. Initial outreach and engagement plan
5. Final outreach and engagement guidance document
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Deliverables: 

1. Community meeting minutes and sign-in sheets

2. Quarterly status reports

3. Project’s education and outreach materials (electronic copies 
of data and files)

4. Addresses of homes that participated in program, details, and 
photos of construction

5. Initial outreach and engagement plan

6. Final outreach and engagement guidance document
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Scoring Criteria 
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Questions?
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Dennis Chestnut in Marvin Gaye Park in Watts Branch, Ward 7, 
Washington D.C. Chestnut has devoted much of his life to 
promotion of Ward 7's history and upkeep. 
(Photo by Ethan Weston/Chesapeake Bay Program)

Contact for this project:

mary.polacek@dc.gov

202-897-5341

23dcsanitarycorrection@dc.gov

mailto:mary.polacek@dc.gov
mailto:23dcsanitarycorrection@dc.gov
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