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All applications must be received at https://doee.dc.gov/page/active-grantsapplication-portal
by 11:59 p.m. on 11/30/2022.

The project period is from the date of award, through March 31, 2023. This period can be 
extended depending upon the performance of the grantee and/or the availability of funds.

Available funding $19,445. This amount can be adjusted depending upon the performance of 
the grantee and/or the availability of funds.

If you need to report a technical difficulty, please contact doee.grants@dc.gov and copy
flood.risk@dc.gov.

Timeline and funding

https://doee.dc.gov/page/active-grantsapplication-portal
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The purpose of this grant is to solicit applications for a high-quality, cost-effective, 
and creative way to raise awareness for flooding and to promote resilient 
development through two community walks, specifically targeting the Watts 
Branch and Oxon Run neighborhoods of Wards 7 and 8, both underserved 
communities, increasingly vulnerable to flooding and climate change. The walks 
will build community resilience to future flooding, help the public understand
the risk of flooding, and mitigate that risk.

Purpose of the RFP
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Summary Scope of Work
The objective is to bring multidisciplinary groups together with residents to create an engagement project to 
educate residents about reducing flood risk and improving resilience in their neighborhoods.

These community walks aim to strengthen Ward 7 and 8 communities by generating practical solutions and 
connecting residents to nature and the floodplain where they live.

The walks will provide insight into the social-environmental concerns that Ward 7 and 8 communities have and 
create meaningful collaborations through a diverse mix of community leaders, residents, and environmental 
experts. DOEE would hope that a focus-group-type interview would gather the participants’ impressions.

Note: These are not just plain walks; the concept is to creatively communicate an important environmental and 
health issue. An innovative approach might prove effective.



1. Heightened public awareness of historic and projected flooding in Washington, DC.

2. Increased public and property owner interest in exploring methods to mitigate flood risk.

3. Better collaboration among District, federal, and private landowners to reduce flood risk.

4. Increased synergy among multi-disciplinary groups and communities leading to more impactful relationships 

that create better solutions to flooding problems in Washington, DC.

5. Residents are engaged with flooding issues, aware of natural disaster risks, and active in planning for and 

mitigating them.

6. Residents feel they are a part of making more equitable, flood-protected, and sustainable DC neighborhoods
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Project Outcomes
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DOEE Flood Team Outreach

DOEE/District-related programs can be found here:

I. DC DOEE Floodplain Management: https://doee.dc.gov/service/flooding
II. DC Flood Map: https://doee.dc.gov/floodplainmap
III. DC FloodTaskforce: https://dcfloodtaskforce.org/
IV. DC Flood Awareness Week: https://ready.dc.gov/floodweek
V. Ready DC: https://ready.dc.gov/page/flood-2
VI. DC Water Flood Webpage: https://www.dcwater.com/flooding
VII. DC DISB Consumer Flood Guide https://disb.dc.gov/flood
VIII. FEMA FloodSmart: https://www.floodsmart.gov/.
IX. DC Silver Jackets : https://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Silver-Jackets/StateTeams/Washington-
DC/
X. Oxon Run Stream Restoration Project https://doee.dc.gov/service/oxon-run-stream-
restoration-project
XI. RiverSmart Homes https://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-homes

https://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Silver-Jackets/StateTeams/Washington-DC/
https://doee.dc.gov/service/oxon-run-stream-restoration-project
https://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-homes
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DOEE Flood Team Outreach
Floodsmart Homes Program: the goal of this program is to install flood mitigation resilience upgrades to residential 
homes in the District through a voluntary incentive program to reduce and limit the harmful impacts of floods and flood-
related damages to residential homes.

DC Flood Task Force: An interagency group that is working on complex issues of interior flooding and tackling resident 
complaints.

Watts Branch Blue-Green Infrastructure: (for a walk in Watts Branch): from 2017-2021, DOEE collaborated with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and DC Silver Jackets to investigate existing and future flood risks in Watts Branch. The resulting 
report evaluated how changes in the frequency and intensity of rainfall would change flood risk in the future and 
provided individual and watershed-wide strategies and recommendations to reduce future flood damages. DOEE is now 
proceeding to the design stage using FEMA grant funds.

Oxon Run Restoration: (for a walk in Oxon Run): DOEE is working in the Oxon Run area to improve water quality and 
restore the streambank through restoration.

RiverSmart Homes: RiverSmart Homes offers five different features that help reduce stormwater runoff from a property.

General Outreach
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• PowerPoints:
• Flood Risk 101
• Flood Insurance 101
• Flood Mitigation 101

• Posters:
• Protect Your Home From Flooding

• Brochures

• Bi-annually

• Post Cards

• Flood Maps
• District Wide
• Tailored to neighborhood

DOEE Materials



• Homeowners

• Renters

• Low to Mid-Rise 

Apartment Owners

• Community Officials 

• Artists 

• Families

• Cultural Centers 

• Community 

Organizations 
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Who is the priority audience?



The Flood Team identified the priority audience for mitigation outreach to be 

residential property owners and renters in Wards 7 & 8.

We based this on our data collection efforts, assessments, independent research, 

and a lot of thoughtful discussion. The following slides provide more details about 

the results of our process, the audience, and identified focus areas. 
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Who is the priority audience?



~93% of all housing units

located in the 100-year 

floodplain are in

Wards 7 (76%) & 8 (16.5%)
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Residential Structure Type
• Single Family Detached
• Single Family Row Home
• Apartment Walk Up (Low to Mid-Rise)

NOTE: “Most residential properties in the floodplain are single-family detached 
properties and single-family row homes. Apartment walk-ups and single-
family detached properties make up the greatest area coverage of residential 
properties in the floodplain.” Cadmus (2021)

Political Areas
• Ward 7: 7D07, 7D06, 7D02, 7D05, 7C01, 7C05, and 7C06
• Ward 8: 8C04, 8D02, 8D06, 8D07, and 8E05

Geographic Area: Watts Branch and Oxon Run

Neighborhoods: Lincoln Heights, Hillbrook, Deanwood, Central Northeast, 
Eastland Gardens, Mayfair, Congress Heights, Bellevue, Washington 
Highlands, Douglas, and Shipley Terrace.

Languages: Predominately English (Spanish and Mandarin will be included 
as needed)
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Source: Flood Analysis: Cadmus Group, District Profile and Risk Assessment Updates (2021)

Source: USACE Silver Jackets, Watts Branch Flood Risk Management Study (2021)

Source: DOEE GIS Analysis

Who is the priority audience?
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According to the Cadmus Group about the 
District of Columbia’s 100-year floodplain:

"Disadvantaged populations including people of 
color, households below the federal poverty line, 
and people with disabilities disproportionately 
compromise those who live in the floodplains and 
endure disproportionate risks of flooding and 
associated impacts."

Source: Flood Analysis: Cadmus Group, District Profile and Risk Assessment Updates (2021)

Who is the priority audience?
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• Community
• Faunteroy Community 

Enrichment Center
• Friends of Oxon Run Park
• Advisory Neighborhood 

Commissioners

• Agency
• DOEE-Urban Sustainability 

Administration
• Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management Agency (HSEMA)
• Department of Insurance, 

Sesurities and Banking (DISB)
• USACE-Silver Jackets

Partners



Project Outputs

1. Two public community walks in Wards 7 and 8.

2. Community members attendance at the walks.

3. Identification of likely interested community members

4. Connections to community leaders.

5. Identification of potential flood-related trouble spots

6. Community member suggestions

Deliverables

1. Participation in a kick-off meeting with the project team.

2. A draft plan

3. Two status update meetings

4. Approved workplans and scripts

5. A final report
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Outputs and Deliverables



DOEE will provide the following assistance:

1. Assist with choosing locations.

2. Assist with talking points.

3. Help to connect the grantee with the relevant stakeholders.

The grantee will be expected to:

1. Provide the team to lead each walk, including flood and design expert(s) and a community leader(s). The community leader(s) does not have 
to be identified in the initial grant application.

2. Organize each event.

3. Secure attendance from community leaders and community members.

4. Consult with DOEE about project materials and talking points prior to each event that is relevant to the project goals described in this RFA.

5. Present DOEE a draft plan, agenda, route, and timeline for each event.

6. Host the walk and any activities associated with it (speakers, collaborative art, etc.), and provide any materials necessary for the event.

7. Present a draft summary report and follow-up action items for each walk for approval.

8. Draw connections to current DOEE flood reduction efforts. The grantee is expected to connect ongoing DOEE flood risk reduction efforts to 
each community walk. A walk is not required to refer to all these efforts, but there may be opportunities to highlight one or more aspects 
during the walk or build the walk around one of these efforts.
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Scoring



Questions
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