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Technical 
Assistance

Get the Word Out

Understanding Your Operations

Create Your Pollution Prevention Plan

Discuss: P2 Plan + Certification + Products

Goals + Actions + Application + Product Experience





Baseline Surveys

• Meet with Owner or Shop Managers

• Review Operations

• Locate Permits and Plans

• Products: Brands, Usage, Needs

• Waste Management: Hazard + Universal

• Spill Prevention 

• Storm Drain Protection

• Energy Demands + Greener Options



Your Pollution 
Prevention Plan

• Goals and Actions

• Savings Opportunities and Certification Pathway



Hazardous Waste

• Registration as a hazardous waste generator
• Required for shops with hazardous waste, universal 

waste, or used oil on site
• Hazardous waste: Ignitable, corrosive, reactive, or toxic



Hazardous Waste Regulations

• Having all necessary permits and haulers



Waste Haulers

• Tire Haulers
• Proco
• Emanuel Tire

• Rag Cleaners
• Unifirst
• Cintas

• Hazardous Waste Haulers
• Crystal Clean 
• Safety Clean
• Patriot Environmental
• Lorco



Goal: Prevent Air and 
Water Pollution
• Sources of Water Pollution

• Wash water
• Oils
• Antifreeze
No amounts of any of these substances may be 
disposed of or washed into a storm drain, and 
accidental releases must be prevented.

• Sources of Air Pollution
• Automotive painting and paint booths
• Parts washers that use toxic cleaners
• Vehicle idling (more than 3 minutes)



Vehicle Maintenance

• Used Oil and Antifreeze
• Store in barrels or storage tanks that are 

labeled and covered
• Utilize secondary containment systems to 

minimize spills

• Oil Filters
• Fully drain, then recycle with hauler

• Brake Pads
• Install copper free brake pads
• Assume all brake pads are made of asbestos

• Low Pressure/Wet Cleaning Method



Vehicle Maintenance: Tires

• Tires
• Extend the life of clients’ tires
• Use non-lead wheel weights

• Best Practices
• Store as few tires as possible at the shop 
• Make sure tires are hauled away on a regular 

basis
• Store tires on metal tire racks rather than on the 

ground
• Store tires indoors or keep the tire pile covered to
• prevent rainwater from collecting (with a tarp)
• Maintain access around the tire pile at all times



Soy-Based Tires by Goodyear



Vehicle Maintenance: 
Washing

• Wash water is harmful to the environment

• Untreated wash water is prohibited from entering storm drain

• If shop is in the MS4: Divert wash water to sanitary drain –
requires DC Water discharge permit

• If shop is in the CSS: Obtain DC water discharge permit

• Best practices
• Minimize the amount of wash water produced
• Capture and Collect wash water to prevent it from entering 

storm drains
• Treat wash water by diverting it to the sanitary sewer or a 

treatment facility
• Use waterless car wash products



Vehicle Maintenance: Bodywork

• Bodywork
• Contributes to air pollution and harms 

worker health

• Best Practices
• Reduce worker exposure with Personal 

Protective Equipment (PPE)
• Use mechanical paint stripping when 

possible. Use solvent paint strippers only 
when necessary

• Use water-based paints (require fewer 
coats, non-flammable, and reduce VOCs)

• Have proper ventilation
• Collect and reuse, recycle, or safely dispose 

of leftover paint



Facility Maintenance

• Conserve energy to reduce environmental impact

• Best Practices
• Apply light switch stickers
• Keep overhead doors closed when possible
• Use programmable or smart thermostats
• In the summer, set the thermostat to 78 degrees when 

the shop is occupied, and 85 degrees or off after 
business hours

• Using ceiling or room fans improves air circulation
• Turn off office equipment or set it to “power down” 

when not in use.
• Weatherize buildings



Facility Maintenance

• Minimize waste & manage properly to reduce environmental 
impact

• Best Practices
• Dispose fluorescent lighting with a licensed universal waste 

handler
• Incandescent and LED lamps may be placed in the trash
• Use “first in, first out” method to minimize waste from 

expired materials
• Keep accurate records of material usage so that reductions 

can be measured
• Have a hauler for recycling (boxes, plastic containers, 

paper)
• Have regular hauler pickups to minimize overflow
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