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CHOOSING THE RIGHT RAIN BARREL AND INSTALLATION SITE
There are many options for size, shape, volume and placement of a rain barrel. Here are six factors to keep in mind when 
choosing a rain barrel and selecting the right location for installation.

• NEED FOR WATER
Where do you plan to water your lawn, wash your car, or maintain your vegetable garden? Attach the rain barrel to a
downspout close to areas where water is frequently needed.

• EASE OF USE
The barrel should be at a higher elevation than the areas where the water will be used so that a garden hose (or soaker
hose) can be used to empty it. If the barrel is below where the water is needed, then the water will have to be carried or
pumped. The barrel can be propped up on bricks or cinder blocks to slightly increase water pressure.

• AVAILABLE SPACE
Rain barrels come in many different shapes and sizes. Do not place the barrel where it will be obstructing a walkway,
basement entrance, or electric and gas meters. Be sure the surface is level so the barrel will be stable when full.

• RUNOFF VOLUME
If possible, try to maximize the amount captured by the rain barrel by placing it under the downspout that receives the
most water on your property.

• OVERFLOW
In most cases, the rain barrel will not be large enough to capture all of the water from a downspout, and it will fill up
quickly during a heavy rainstorm. Your rain barrel should have an automatic overflow mechanism that diverts water
back into the downspout when the barrel is full, or to an overflow pipe that drains away from your home. It’s important
that the diameter of the overflow pipe be at least as wide as the inlet pipe so that once the barrel is full, excess water
can exit the barrel at the same rate it enters the barrel. If this is not the case, it may back up and leak out near your
foundation.

• ACCESSIBILITY & MAINTENANCE
Many rain barrels have filters that capture leaves and debris from the roof. If yours does not, it is a good idea to add
one. The filter will need to be regularly emptied when it is full, to prevent clogging. Be sure to place the barrel in such a
way that there is easy access to the filter to maintain its functionality

3

SEARCHING FOR A BARREL?
Check out our list of local and popular barrels on the next page. If you are unable to find the barrel you want at a local store, 

check the internet. Most rain barrels are available to order online.
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PRE-APPROVED RAIN BARRELS 
The following barrels are eligible for the rain barrel rebate. We are not endorsing these barrels and your options are not limited 
to these examples, but the barrel you select does need to meet all required criteria outlined on page 2. 
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INTERESTED IN A LOCAL BARREL?
Many local hardware stores carry rain barrels or can have them special ordered and delivered within a few days. Annie’s Ace 

Hardware in Petworth (202-726-2658) and Brookland (202-529-2658) offer a rebate-approved barrel, diverter kits, and more.

Manufacturer: Aquabarrel
Model: Aquabarrel Cylinder
Volume: 100 gallons (more sizes avail.)
Dimensions: 30” x 42”
Web: www.aquabarrel.com

Manufacturer: RainGrid
Model: RiverSides
Volume: 132 gallons
Dimensions: 51” x 27”
Web: www.raingrid.com

Manufacturer: StormWorks
Model: Hydra
Volume: 116 gallons
Dimensions: 54” x 47.81” x 
18.3”
Web: www.stormworkspgh.com
*Y-Diverter required

Manufacturer: EarthMinded
Model: RainStation 50
Volume: 50 gallons
Dimensions: 23.5” x 39”
Web: www.annieshardware.com 
*Diverter kit required
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