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July 2025
Dear Watershed Partners,

15 years ago, the Bag Law helped DC cut down on plastic waste. Today, the same 5-cent
fee is fueling something even bigger: a greener, more resilient city for future generations.

Thanks to bag fee revenue, DOEE has funded many impactful programs, including a 2023
grant to Casey Trees, which supported a citywide inventory of invasive vines with
the Chesapeake Climate Action Network. Why does that matter? Because these fast-
growing, non-native vines can smother trees by blocking sunlight, adding excess weight to
branches, and taking water and nutrients away from trees. With this data in hand, local
volunteers are now stepping up to remove vines and give our urban forestry the care it
needs to thrive.

Protecting the existing tree canopy is essential to meeting DC’s goal of reaching 40% tree
canopy by 2032. Through smart funding, strong partnerships, and collective action, DC is
investing in its leafy legacy as the City of Trees.

🌱 5 cents per bag may not seem like much but look at what it’s growing. Want to get
involved? Volunteer opportunities are sprouting up across the city.

New Community Stormwater Solutions projects awarded
The 2025-2026 sub-grantees for the main track of the Community Stormwater Solutions
Grant program have been selected. Congratulations to Soul Trak Outdoors, Gentrified
Wood, Wheatley Education Campus, National Wildlife Federation, Pipkin Creative
Communications, and We Act Radio on their awards! Learn more about their projects here.

Still open: Community Stormwater Solutions mini grants

Applicants can request up to $5,000 for creative and innovative projects that explore new
community-driven approaches to stormwater management and watershed protection.   

Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis through August 29, 2025, or until all
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funding is expended, whichever comes first. Priority is given to small organizations, new
applicants to the program, and Minority/Women’s Business Enterprises. Support is
available to navigate the process. Learn more here and apply today!

Outfall and Gully Restoration Project completed 

DOEE recently completed the restoration of a gully that had experienced severe erosion in
Northwest DC. Stormwater from the surrounding neighborhood had caused excessive
flows that destabilized the banks, degraded water quality, and undermined nearby trees.
The DOEE Linnean Outfall and Gully Restoration Project established a new stable
channel, preventing an estimated 85 tons of suspended sediment from entering Soapstone
Creek each year. Visit the project webpage  and watch this video to learn more.

What’s happening on Kingman + Heritage Islands  
There is a lot happening this summer at Kingman + Heritage Islands, the District’s only
State Conservation Area. 

FrogWatch: The final FrogWatch monitoring session is scheduled for Tuesday, August 5
from 8:30 PM to 10:30 PM. Don’t miss your chance to join DOEE and Living Classrooms
to monitor frog call activity and other nocturnal animals. Register in advance here. 

Plus, join us at the Aquatic Resources Education Center at Anacostia Park to celebrate the
end of the FrogWatch season on Wednesday, August 13, from 4:00 - 6:00 PM. 

Anacostia River Discovery Boat Tours: Join the Anacostia Watershed Society for an
upcoming boat tour launching from Kingman Island’s dock on the Anacostia River. View the
upcoming dates here. 

Green Boats: Join Living Classrooms from May to October for free opportunities to paddle
and clean the river. Due to popular demand, you must enter the monthly lottery. There
are multiple sessions each week. 

Invasive Plant Management Workdays: Join DOEE to remove invasive plants from the
riparian area between Kingman Lake and the RFK Campus. These workdays are important
early steps in DOEE and DMPED’s ecological restoration efforts in the riparian area and
our existing efforts on the Islands themselves. Register in advance here.

Saturday, September 6, 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

Saturday, September 27, 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

Looking to book your own event, educational programming, or volunteer opportunity
on the Islands? Contact Living Classrooms of the National Capital Region
at kingmanisland@livingclassroomsdc.org.

To stay connected to all things Kingman + Heritage Islands, subscribe to our newsletter in
the footer of the Islands' website. 

Now open: RiverSmart Schools RFA, deadline August 11
DOEE h l d R f A li i (RFA) d i d
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DOEE has released a Request for Applications (RFA) to support a grantee to design and
implement the RiverSmart Schools Education, Training, and Maintenance program. The
goals of this program are to restore selected schools' green infrastructure installations, train
teachers on how to use GI as educational tools, and provide light assistance and/or
resources to schools. The amount available for the project is $75,000.

The full RFA and more information can be found here. The deadline for application
submissions is Monday, August 11, 2025 by 11:59 PM. For questions, please
contact 2025RSSEducation.grants@dc.gov.

Coming soon: Kingman Rangers RFA
DOEE will release a Request for Applications (RFA) soon for the Kingman Rangers
Workforce Development Program. The workforce development program provides a
pathway to employment for high school students and adult District residents with barriers to
employment, while helping to restore and maintain Kingman + Heritage Islands and provide
a safe, inclusive, and welcoming experience to visitors. The opportunity will be available on
the DOEE grants webpage once released.

Feedback solicited on Bay watershed agreement
The Chesapeake Bay Program invites your feedback on the Draft Revised Chesapeake
Bay Watershed Agreement, which will guide restoration and protection efforts beyond
2025. As the only urban jurisdiction in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, the District plays a
unique and vital role in the future of the Bay. Help shape the shared goals for healthy
watersheds, engaged communities, clean water, and thriving Anacostia and Potomac
Rivers.

More information can be found here. Public feedback is accepted through 11:59 p.m.
on Monday, September 1, 2025. Please email feedback
to comments@chesapeakebay.net.

New Bag Law decal is here – take a sneak peek

The Bag Law decal has a new look! Stores, restaurants, and other DC businesses can now
go to the Bag Law webpage and print the newly redesigned decal and display on cash
registers, doors, windows – anywhere customers will see! Be sure to encourage the
businesses you frequent to display the new decal to do their part for a cleaner, healthier
watershed.

In case you missed it
Check out some recently published pieces about the watershed – you might spot DOEE
staff or partners!

Science says plastic bag bans really do work

Grist, 19 June 2025

Osprey population thrives in DC, plummets along the Chesapeake Bay

NBC Washington 11 July 2025
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*July 2025*

Dear Watershed Partners,

15 years ago, the Bag Law helped DC cut down on plastic waste. Today, the same 5-cent fee is fueling something even bigger: a greener, 
more resilient city for future generations.

Thanks to bag fee revenue, DOEE has funded many impactful programs, including a 2023 grant to *Casey Trees* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcaseytrees.org%2Fget-involved%2Fvolunteer-events%2F/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-
ed59f24dbba6-000000/7q6k3iz9ZhR18970q9XClU0GIcSJoeO0jnqocB3vk0E=414 ], which supported a citywide inventory of invasive vines with 
the *Chesapeake Climate Action Network* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.chesapeakeclimate.org%2F/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-
000000/_3o80ffMn8OwaxycmcMTbbjC5xnPBfVopXF430P_e3A=414 ]. Why does that matter? Because these fast-growing, non-native vines can 
smother trees by blocking sunlight, adding excess weight to branches, and taking water and nutrients away from trees. With this data 
in hand, local volunteers are now stepping up to remove vines and give our urban forestry the care it needs to thrive.

Protecting the existing tree canopy is essential to meeting *DC’s goal of reaching 40% tree canopy by 2032* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoee.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Ftrees-district/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-
000000/p3zuB3KCP0SusT2f2QTY2cCtxjLC9AIhlAtyXbH2yL4=414 ]*.* Through smart funding, strong partnerships, and collective action, DC is 
investing in its leafy legacy as the City of Trees.

?? 5 cents per bag may not seem like much but look at what it’s growing. Want to get involved? *Volunteer opportunities* [ 
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcaseytrees.org%2Fget-involved%2Fvolunteer-events%2F/2/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-
4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-000000/X0XWXHELljipOdxBa5P_Ng2eFhYxpDTZfnWiL14UUxA=414 ] are sprouting up across the city.

________________________________________________________________________

 

*New Community Stormwater Solutions projects awarded*

The 2025-2026 sub-grantees for the main track of the Community Stormwater Solutions Grant program have been 
selected. Congratulations to Soul Trak Outdoors, Gentrified Wood, Wheatley Education Campus, National Wildlife Federation, Pipkin 
Creative Communications, and We Act Radio on their awards! Learn more about their projects *here* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoee.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fcommunity-stormwater-solutions-grants/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-
8344-ed59f24dbba6-000000/pg0G-2ubXPBpCXAjamAtNW1BxL2w7DADOgnwvJGufkw=414 ].

________________________________________________________________________

 

*Still open: Community Stormwater Solutions mini grants*

3 

Applicants can request up to $5,000 for creative and innovative projects that explore new community-driven approaches to stormwater 
management and watershed protection.   

*Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis through August 29, 2025, or until all funding is expended, whichever comes 
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first.* Priority is given to small organizations, new applicants to the program, and Minority/Women’s Business Enterprises. Support is 
available to navigate the process. Learn more *here* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcbtrust.org%2Fgrants%2Fdistrict-of-columbia-community-stormwater-solutions%2F/1/0101019819815b24-
92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-000000/oG1TosUQpeRlFR-KzauHwth2za342k2QyK4Heq2Qt04=414 ] and apply today!

________________________________________________________________________

 

*Outfall and Gully Restoration Project completed *
2

DOEE recently completed the restoration of a gully that had experienced severe erosion in Northwest DC. Stormwater from the 
surrounding neighborhood had caused excessive flows that destabilized the banks, degraded water quality, and undermined nearby trees. 
The *DOEE Linnean Outfall and Gully Restoration Project* established a new stable channel, preventing an estimated 85 tons of 
suspended sediment from entering Soapstone Creek each year. Visit the *project webpage* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoee.dc.gov%2Fnode%2F1650426/2/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-
000000/cKhcwGqsvyrcK2jZhNB41dC__6xXSH_s_hOv__Gr9_0=414 ]  and watch *this video* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv=Dbl0kxfkuOc/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-
000000/YV86imkbWag-4CH9vINm6-WyLq4vwWMnW4Ga8lGVB_4=414 ] to learn more.

________________________________________________________________________

 

*What’s happening on Kingman + Heritage Islands  *

There is a lot happening this summer at Kingman + Heritage Islands, the District’s only State Conservation Area. 

*FrogWatch:* The final FrogWatch monitoring session is scheduled for *Tuesday, August 5 from 8:30 PM to 10:30 PM*. Don’t miss your 
chance to join DOEE and Living Classrooms to monitor frog call activity and other nocturnal animals. Register in advance *here* [ 
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.kingmanisland.com%2Ffrogwatch/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-
ed59f24dbba6-000000/VCakgC6I61-5vP_KzVf1pxKn5HgNHanSIpZuNsjk-JM=414 ]. 

Plus, join us at the Aquatic Resources Education Center at Anacostia Park to celebrate the end of the FrogWatch season on *Wednesday, 
August 13, from 4:00 - 6:00 PM*. 

*Anacostia River Discovery Boat Tours*: Join the Anacostia Watershed Society for an upcoming boat tour launching from Kingman Island’s 
dock on the Anacostia River. View the upcoming dates *here* [ https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-
2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.anacostiaws.org%252Fevents-and-recreation%252Fsignature-events%252Fanacostia-river-
discovery-series.html%2F1%2F010101977a9c12a6-e159af8e-8c85-4bba-9ae1-c41b91c7349d-000000%2F_hp8uzYEf4_SjIrQbvSD9IjZDyLncKR5gjS_qv_-
fiI=409/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-000000/WscWAHIxxPQ5nA1lHwBt8Fbt0rs0OswdURYcChvDr8U=414 ]. 

*Green Boats:** *Join Living Classrooms from May to October for free opportunities to paddle and clean the river. Due to popular 
demand, you must *enter the monthly lottery* [ https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-
2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.kingmanisland.com%252Fgreen-boats%2F1%2F010101977a9c12a6-e159af8e-8c85-4bba-9ae1-
c41b91c7349d-000000%2FvnVYNpn3POhuNV93KmJXU9g9tMPWz0629DD_BW6P9ZM=409/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-
000000/bZmzTMk4QSo3rdwTThKzbgnN1NMBh4gQGZUtYHzAE-4=414 ]. There are multiple sessions each week. 

*Invasive Plant Management Workdays:* Join DOEE to remove invasive plants from the riparian area between Kingman Lake and the RFK 
Campus. These workdays are important early steps in DOEE and DMPED’s ecological restoration efforts in the riparian area and our 
existing efforts on the Islands themselves. Register in advance *here* [ https://www.kingmanisland.com/calendar ].

  * Saturday, September 6, 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM  

  * Saturday, September 27, 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM  

*Looking to book your own event, educational programming, or volunteer opportunity on the Islands? *Contact Living Classrooms of the 
National Capital Region at *kingmanisland@livingclassroomsdc.org* <kingmanisland@livingclassroomsdc.org>.

To stay connected to all things Kingman + Heritage Islands, subscribe to our newsletter in the footer of the *Islands' website* [ 
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.kingmanisland.com%2F/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-
000000/bvLK4_qqeaFXsHYB3wdo9tD_OqRCSAaMCfjDHjc8xP0=414 ]. 

________________________________________________________________________

 

*Now open: RiverSmart Schools RFA, deadline August 11*

DOEE has released a Request for Applications (RFA) to support a grantee to design and implement the RiverSmart Schools Education, 
Training, and Maintenance program. The goals of this program are to restore selected schools' green infrastructure installations, 
train teachers on how to use GI as educational tools, and provide light assistance and/or resources to schools. The amount available 
for the project is $75,000.

The full RFA and more information can be found *here* [ https://doee.dc.gov/node/1790351 ]. *The deadline for application submissions 
is Monday, August 11, 2025 by 11:59 PM.* For questions, please contact *2025RSSEducation.grants@dc.gov* 
<2025RSSEducation.grants@dc.gov>.

________________________________________________________________________

 

*Coming soon: Kingman Rangers RFA*
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DOEE will release a Request for Applications (RFA) soon for the Kingman Rangers Workforce Development Program. The workforce 
development program provides a pathway to employment for high school students and adult District residents with barriers to 
employment, while helping to restore and maintain Kingman + Heritage Islands and provide a safe, inclusive, and welcoming experience 
to visitors. The opportunity will be available on the *DOEE grants webpage* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoee.dc.gov%2Fnode%2F439872/2/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-
000000/AxZrTrd0X1b5tXa22kGcbaP97guEEqnF__hIQUBAaaU=414 ] once released.

________________________________________________________________________

 

*Feedback solicited on Bay watershed agreement*

The Chesapeake Bay Program invites your feedback on the *Draft Revised Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.chesapeakebay.net%2Ffiles%2FRevised-CBW-Agreement-For-Public-Feedback-
2025.06.30.pdf/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-000000/EJb9I4Gcw5h1p7v0qCmcU4RLxldG_WBy7VEKJpdQ1Gs=414 ], which 
will guide restoration and protection efforts beyond 2025. As the only urban jurisdiction in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, the 
District plays a unique and vital role in the future of the Bay. Help shape the shared goals for healthy watersheds, engaged 
communities, clean water, and thriving Anacostia and Potomac Rivers.

More information can be found *here* [ https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.chesapeakebay.net%2Fnews%2Fblog%2Fyou-can-
help-shape-the-future-of-chesapeake-bay-restoration/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-000000/7-
ZiaGTKYdZbaDMApjAGfSJ3OXTfDICMLl81RN-2P_8=414 ]. *Public feedback is accepted through 11:59 p.m. on Monday, September 1, 2025. *Please 
email feedback to* **comments@chesapeakebay.net* <comments@chesapeakebay.net>.

________________________________________________________________________

 

*New Bag Law decal is here – take a sneak peek*
4

The Bag Law decal has a new look! Stores, restaurants, and other DC businesses can now go to the *Bag Law webpage* [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoee.dc.gov%2Fbags/1/0101019819815b24-92b9271e-5383-4315-8344-ed59f24dbba6-000000/QEjzkXkJs5Kb0SJ-
Q885bRZAPVN_0QGmNTUfj4s9ERA=414 ] and print the newly redesigned decal and display on cash registers, doors, windows – anywhere 
customers will see! Be sure to encourage the businesses you frequent to display the new decal to do their part for a cleaner, 
healthier watershed.

________________________________________________________________________

 

*In case you missed it *

Check out some recently published pieces about the watershed – you might spot DOEE staff or partners!

*Science says plastic bag bans really do work* [ https://grist.org/science/plastic-bag-ban-beach-cleanups-ocean-conservancy-study/ ]

Grist, 19 June 2025

*Osprey population thrives in DC, plummets along the Chesapeake Bay* [ https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/osprey-population-
thrives-dc-plummets-chesapeake-bay/3955105/ ]

NBC Washington, 11 July 2025

*Annual lotus and water lily festival offers a window of peace in D.C.* [ https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-
va/2025/07/19/kenilworth-lotus-and-water-lily-festival-dc/ ]

Washington Post, 19 July 2025

________________________________________________________________________
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