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October 2025
Dear Watershed Partners,

September was a busy month for our community of watershed protectors. On September
10th, DOEE hosted the Fall 2025 Watershed Partners Meeting, welcoming dozens of you
at our headquarters. We’ll be hosting the next one in the spring – stay tuned for details!

We wrapped up the month with the 5th annual Kingman Friends & Family Day on
September 27th. Thank you to everybody who braved an unpredictable weather forecast
for a fun day on Kingman and Heritage Islands. We paddled, painted, planted, biked,
observed insects, went on boat rides, learned about native ecology and habitats, danced,
crafted, and much more! 

Big thanks to our friends at Living Classrooms, Urban Adventure Squad, Anacostia
Riverkeeper, Hill Family Biking, Casey Trees, DC Bird Alliance, Lando Dolce, the
Grandson’s Jr. Band, RES, and Sarver Ecological and DC government sister agencies
DDOT and MODDHH for all the support.

The fun doesn't have to stop here – keep reading for more events on Kingman and
Heritage Islands this fall.

What’s Happening on Kingman + Heritage Islands
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Join DOEE and partners for these upcoming fall events on Kingman and Heritage Islands.

First Saturdays - Invasive Plant Management Workdays

Join DOEE staff to remove invasive plants near the entrance of Kingman + Heritage
Islands and the Anacostia River Trail. These workdays are important early steps in DOEE
and DMPED’s ecological restoration efforts in the Anacostia Commons Riparian Area of the
RFK Campus and our existing efforts on the Islands themselves. 

Saturday, November 1, 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM 
Saturday, December 6, 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM 

Family Fishing

Join Anacostia Riverkeeper for a community fishing event on Kingman Island. Learn how to
add bait to your line, cast, and reel in your catch. 

Thursday, October 16, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Saturday, November 8, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Keep an eye out for other events to be scheduled, like bird walks from DC Bird Alliance and
the unveiling of a new mural in the Kingman Island Meadow.. Looking to book your own
event, educational programming, or volunteer opportunity on the Islands? Contact DOEE at
kingmanisland@dc.gov. To stay connected to all things Kingman + Heritage Islands,
subscribe to our newsletter in the footer of the Islands' website.

RFA Open Now: Restoring the District’s Natural Areas

DOEE has released a Request for Applications (RFA) for the Restoring the District’s
Natural Areas grant (Parks Maintenance Grant). The RFA seeks up to three eligible entities
to:

Remove and dispose of litter in District parks and natural areas
Remove and dispose of invasive species in District and natural areas
Maintain Green Infrastructure near District parks or natural areas
Engage residents in restoration of the District’s publicly-owned parks and natural
areas

The institutions eligible to apply are nonprofit organizations, including those with IRS 501(c)
(3) or 501(c)(4) determinations; faith-based organizations; and private enterprises. 

The amount available for the project is $150,000. There will be a pre-application
information session on October 15, 2025, at 11:00 AM. The full grant announcement,
including the RFA and details about the information session, can be found here.

The deadline for application submissions is November 3, 2025. The online application
must be time-stamped by 11:59 PM on the date the application is due. 

Halloween Costume Swap & Upcycling Workshop on
October 26
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Afraid of not having the perfect costume? Join ReThread DC at the Southwest Library (900
Wesley Place SW, Washington, DC 20024) on Sunday, October 26, 2025, from 1:00 to
4:00 PM for a combined costume swap and upcycling workshop.

Bring any new or gently used costumes, Halloween attire, or themed clothing. Donated
costumes will be provided by Lumikha Cosplay Resale. While you swap, engage in one of
our upcycling crafts to design a unique costume out of reused materials, led by our
seasoned sewists. All ages are welcome. Please contact Kelsey Johnson
at kelsey.johnson@dc.gov if you have any questions.

River Monsters: A Family Halloween Program on October
29

River Monsters is back! Come to DOEE's Aquatic Resources Education Center (AREC)
on Wednesday, October 29, 2025, from 4:00 to 7:00 PM for an evening of free family-
friendly Halloween activities. We will have a spooky boat ride, haunted aquarium tour, and
creepy crawly craft projects. This year’s theme is invasive species. Costumes are
encouraged!

Participants must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. The event will be held at
AREC, located at 1900 Anacostia Drive SE, Washington, DC 20020. Registration
opens here on Monday, October 13. Join us for a spooktacular time!

In case you missed it
More Than Trees: How One D.C. Program Is Investing in Parks and People

Washington City Paper, 2 September 2025

How a DC Area Wetlands Restoration Project Could Help Clean Up the Anacostia
River

Washingtonian, 12 September 2025

DC man catches alligator at The Wharf

WTOP News, 19 September 2025
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*October 2025 *

Dear Watershed Partners,

September was a busy month for our community of watershed protectors. On September 10th, DOEE hosted the Fall 2025 Watershed Partners 
Meeting, welcoming dozens of you at our headquarters. We’ll be hosting the next one in the spring – stay tuned for details!

We wrapped up the month with the 5th annual Kingman Friends & Family Day [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.kingmanisland.com%2Ffriends-family-day/1/01010199bf821c1a-1272e52c-af5a-4def-8820-c6b182719a10-
000000/xPmvRf5qB8tK26qCQGyF46uNO4Rr9AXZsvB1N6ZGU5c=425 ] on September 27th. Thank you to everybody who braved an unpredictable weather 
forecast for a fun day on Kingman and Heritage Islands. We paddled, painted, planted, biked, observed insects, went on boat rides, 
learned about native ecology and habitats, danced, crafted, and much more! 

Big thanks to our friends at Living Classrooms, Urban Adventure Squad, Anacostia Riverkeeper, Hill Family Biking, Casey Trees, DC Bird 
Alliance, Lando Dolce, the Grandson’s Jr. Band, RES, and Sarver Ecological and DC government sister agencies DDOT and MODDHH for all 
the support.

The fun doesn't have to stop here – keep reading for more events on Kingman and Heritage Islands this fall.
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*What’s Happening on Kingman + Heritage Islands*
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Join DOEE and partners for these upcoming fall events [ https://www.kingmanisland.com/calendar ] on Kingman and Heritage Islands.

*First Saturdays - Invasive Plant Management Workdays*

Join DOEE staff to remove invasive plants near the entrance of Kingman + Heritage Islands and the Anacostia River Trail. These 
workdays are important early steps in DOEE and DMPED’s ecological restoration efforts in the Anacostia Commons Riparian Area of the 
RFK Campus and our existing efforts on the Islands themselves. 

  * Saturday, November 1, 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM [ https://www.kingmanisland.com/calendar/first-saturdays-november ]  [ 
https://www.kingmanisland.com/calendar/first-saturdays-november ] 
  * Saturday, December 6, 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM [ https://www.kingmanisland.com/calendar/first-saturdays-december ]  [ 
https://www.kingmanisland.com/calendar/first-saturdays-december ] 

*Family Fishing*

Join Anacostia Riverkeeper for a community fishing event on Kingman Island. Learn how to add bait to your line, cast, and reel in your 
catch. 

  * Thursday, October 16, 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM [ https://www.kingmanisland.com/calendar/family-fishing-october-16-2025 ] 
  * Saturday, November 8, 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM [ https://www.kingmanisland.com/calendar/family-fishing-november-8-2025 ] 
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Keep an eye out for other events to be scheduled, like bird walks from DC Bird Alliance and the unveiling of a new mural in the 
Kingman Island Meadow.. Looking to book your own event, educational programming, or volunteer opportunity on the Islands? Contact DOEE 
at kingmanisland@dc.gov. To stay connected to all things Kingman + Heritage Islands, subscribe to our newsletter in the footer of the 
Islands' website [ https://www.kingmanisland.com/ ].
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*RFA Open Now: Restoring the District’s Natural Areas*
4

DOEE has released a Request for Applications (RFA) for the Restoring the District’s Natural Areas grant (Parks Maintenance Grant) [ 
https://doee.dc.gov/release/request-applications-restoring-districts-natural-areas ]. The RFA seeks up to three eligible entities to:

  * Remove and dispose of litter in District parks and natural areas 
  * Remove and dispose of invasive species in District and natural areas 
  * Maintain Green Infrastructure near District parks or natural areas 
  * Engage residents in restoration of the District’s publicly-owned parks and natural areas 

The institutions eligible to apply are nonprofit organizations, including those with IRS 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) determinations; faith-
based organizations; and private enterprises. 

*The amount available for the project is $150,000. *There will be a pre-application information session on October 15, 2025, at 11:00 
AM. The full grant announcement, including the RFA and details about the information session, can be found here [ 
https://doee.dc.gov/release/request-applications-restoring-districts-natural-areas ].

*The deadline for application submissions is November 3, 2025. *The online application must be time-stamped by 11:59 PM on the date 
the application is due.* *
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Halloween Costume Swap & Upcycling Workshop on October 26
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Afraid of not having the perfect costume? Join ReThread DC [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoee.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Frethread-dc/1/01010199bf821c1a-1272e52c-af5a-4def-8820-c6b182719a10-
000000/cSwQu8v6ms09u-gE4_YhIFl8tGbpz3r_9LMznL2ZgAg=425 ] at the Southwest Library (900 Wesley Place SW, Washington, DC 20024) 
on *Sunday, October 26, 2025, from 1:00 to 4:00 PM *for a combined costume swap and upcycling workshop.

Bring any new or gently used costumes, Halloween attire, or themed clothing. Donated costumes will be provided by Lumikha Cosplay 
Resale [ https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flumikhacosplay.com%2F/1/01010199bf821c1a-1272e52c-af5a-4def-8820-
c6b182719a10-000000/iuGXBOalb8yAxXYRoREMXe4aiUZ6Iv_n17dO-2Qb73Q=425 ]. While you swap, engage in one of our upcycling crafts to design 
a unique costume out of reused materials, led by our seasoned sewists. All ages are welcome. Please contact Kelsey Johnson 
at kelsey.johnson@dc.gov if you have any questions.

________________________________________________________________________

 

*River Monsters: A Family Halloween Program on October 29*
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River Monsters is back! Come to DOEE's Aquatic Resources Education Center [ https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdoee.dc.gov%2Farec/1/01010199bf821c1a-1272e52c-af5a-4def-8820-c6b182719a10-
000000/moltlt0NcyjH6Wl6Wl2D7a1EeWDV8YjELnc9af5phjA=425 ] (AREC) on *Wednesday, October 29, 2025, from 4:00 to 7:00 PM* for an evening 
of free family-friendly Halloween activities. We will have a spooky boat ride, haunted aquarium tour, and creepy crawly craft 
projects. This year’s theme is invasive species. Costumes are encouraged!

Participants must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. The event will be held at AREC, located at 1900 Anacostia Drive SE, 
Washington, DC 20020. Registration opens here [ https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Friver-
monsters-a-family-halloween-program-tickets-1730688458769/1/01010199bf821c1a-1272e52c-af5a-4def-8820-c6b182719a10-000000/1_3RM6__-
C9VHUeUgD7yxNZcngMSsGs8jsOWHV4XIcA=425 ] on Monday, October 13. Join us for a spooktacular time!
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*In case you missed it *

*More Than Trees: How One D.C. Program Is Investing in Parks and People* [ https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/770083/more-than-
trees-how-one-d-c-program-is-investing-in-parks-and-people/ ]

Washington City Paper, 2 September 2025

*How a DC Area Wetlands Restoration Project Could Help Clean Up the Anacostia River* [ https://www.washingtonian.com/2025/09/12/how-a-
dc-area-wetlands-restoration-project-could-help-clean-up-the-anacostia-river/ ]

Washingtonian, 12 September 2025
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*DC man catches alligator at The Wharf* [ https://wtop.com/dc/2025/09/dc-man-catches-alligator-at-the-wharf/ ]

WTOP News, 19 September 2025

*Unheralded Heroes of the Anacostia River* [ https://streetcarsuburbs.news/from-where-i-stand-2/ ]

Streetcar Suburbs Publishing, 22 September 2025
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