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Green Building Advisory Council 
Meeting Date: November 17, 2025, at 2:00 pm 
Meeting Location: Online 
Recording: https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/ldr.php?RCID=e7f349fda9a9720b8088125164235436 
 
Attendees (all by Webex/phone) (29) 
 

GBAC Members Present: Vanessa Bertelli (Electrify DC), Jenn Hatch (DOEE), Michael Brown 
(DOB), Linda Toth (Arup), Mansi Talwar (GWU), Jen Croft (DGS), Andrea Foss (SWA), Anthony 
Lee (DHCD), Stephen Gyor (OP) 
GBAC Members Absent: June Marshall (Private Sector), Cliff Majersik (IMT) 
Other Attendees: Connor Rattey (DOEE), Kate Tanabe (DOEE), Alisonya Poole (DOEE), Casey 
Studhalter (DOEE), Ryan Cafritz (DOEE), Tim Bertschinger, Heather Jauregui, Matthias Paustian, 
Affan Sheikh, Ali Alaswadi (DOB), Arash Z (WSP), Aykut Yilmaz (DOEE), Elizabeth Hinkson, 
Francisco Matiella (DOEE), Jeff Bew, Jennifer Johnston (DOEE), Liz Dixon, Matt Seawell (WSP), 
Yvonne Coles 
 

Administrative updates – Jenn Hatch, DOEE 

• Jenn reminds the GBAC and attendees that there is one more GBAC meeting in December, and 
how the Howard University Hospital has changed.  
 

Greener Government Building Act: Requests for Exemption 

• Howard University Hospital 
o Background: The previous design shared with the GBAC had roughly 300,000 sf of new 

pavilion paired with roughly 100,000 sf of renovation of the existing hospital. As design 
progressed and became known around the challenges of renovating the existing 
hospital (particularly in relation to the systems, continuity of operation during 
renovation, and impacts on energy performance), the design shifted to an entirely new 
construction approach.  
 

o Exemption requests 
▪ The project team requested exemption from the following Appendix Z 

requirements: Z2.1 Building Energy Use Intensity, and Z2.2 Building Thermal 
Energy Performance. The team indicated that they are still not in compliance 
with Z3.3 On-site Renewable Energy and Z3.4 Off-site Renewable Energy and 
will rely on the previously granted exemptions from the April 2, 2025, GBAC 
meeting. 
 

▪ Performance Metrics:  

• Source EUIp : 208 kBtu/sf/yr  

• Source EUIb : 287 kBtu/sf/yr  

• Zero Energy Performance Index (zEPI): 37.3  
• Annual heating demand (TEDI): 25.0 kBtu/sf/iCFA/yr  

• Annual cooling demand (CEDI): 46 kBtu/ft2 /iCFA/yr 
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o GBAC questions and discussion 
▪ The GBAC questioned if compliance measures, through the energy code for the 

envelope, were performance or prescriptive and if all prescriptive energy code 
measures and baselines would be met, including the roofing insulation, exterior 
walls, and glazing.  

▪ The GBAC asked if the combined .5% energy savings were associated with the 
cost or the EUI?  

▪ The GBAC inquired if comparisons with other hospitals were predictive or actual 
site EUI? 

▪ The HVAC questioned if heat recovery strategies and methods were exercised to 
remedy loss from the envelope and what controls were added for the lab hoods 
and exhaust. 

▪ The GBAC shared concerns that previous recommendations for exemption 
requests, from the GBAC, may have swayed the project team's decision to build 
new construction versus renovating the existing conditions of the hospital.   

 
o Public questions and discussion 

▪ An attendee shared his appreciation for the push toward higher efficiency, all 
electric building systems but asked about the apparently low percentage of 
heating load delivered by the heat pump system.  The project team corrected 
their understanding, highlighting that over 60% of the building's heating load 
was being delivered by heat pump or heat recovery. 
 

o GBAC Recommendations 
▪ Several GBAC members offered comments about the existing hospital building 

and acknowledged that while it is not in scope of this permit or discussion, that 
they would prefer to see less efficient preservation and reuse of existing 
buildings over a highly efficient new construction building if design teams are 
faced with this choice. The GBAC does not want the pursuit of energy efficiency 
to lead to the razing of reusable buildings. The embodied carbon benefits of 
building reuse often outweigh the energy savings of high-performance new 
construction.  
 

o Motions 
▪ Linda motions to recommend approval a partial exemption to use a Site EUI 

metric for zEPI and to exempt the project from the annual heating/cooling 
demand requirements due to the operational requirements of hospitals, 
provided the project complies with all prescriptive envelope requirements in the 
building code. 

▪ Andrea seconds the motion, and it passes unanimously.  
 

o Roundtable Updates – All 
▪ None 

 

• Meeting adjourned at 3:00. 

• The next regularly scheduled meeting will be on December 3, 2025. 


