
Green Building Advisory Council 
Meeting Date: August 6, 2025 
Meeting Location: Online – WebEx 
Recording: https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/ldr.php?RCID=5afeb11fea56088cca58f0427afe4d44  
 
Attendees (all by Webex/phone) (34) 

GBAC Members Present: Vanessa Bertelli (Electrify DC), Jenn Hatch (DOEE), Stephen Gyor (OP), 
Andrea Foss (SWA), June Marshall (Private Sector), Anthony Lee (DHCD), Stephen Gyor (OP), 
Mike Brown (DOB), Mansi Talwar (GWU), Jen Croft (DGS), Cliff Majersik (IMT), Linda Toth (Arup) 
GBAC Members Absent: N/A 
Other Attendees: Connor Rattey (DOEE), Kate Tanabe (DOEE), Alisonya Poole (DOEE), Casey 
Studhalter (DOEE), Ryan Cafritz (DOEE), Heather Jauregui, Pete Cailloux (Engenium), Mike 
Etherton, Amit Patani, Bethan Llewellyn Yen, Bria Wigfall (DPR), Allyson Klinner, Jake Torok 
(SBP), Stephen Marencic (OPC), Adam Carlesco (OPC), Maribeth DeLorenzo (DOEE), Jen (DGS), 
Adam Carlesco, Kranthi Sreenadhu, Bobby Kirby (DGS), Francisco Matiella, Yohannes Mariam, 
Loraine, Amit Patani, Mark Bryan (DOEE) 
 

Administrative updates – Jenn Hatch, DOEE 

• Jenn informs the GBAC of the Heat Mapping initiatives for DOEE. 
 

Greener Government Buildings Amendment Act: Requests for Exemption  

• Douglass Community Center  

 Background: The new Douglass Community Center is located at 1922 Frederick Douglass 
Ct. SE. and is a one-story, type VB wood-frame new construction replacing the existing 
community center and pool house buildings, which will be fully demolished. The exterior 
facade will be brick veneer with aluminum storefront and curtain wall glazing systems. 
The structure of the building will be mass timber with concrete foundations. The radial 
design provides 360-degree views of the site, and the full scope of renovations includes 
six acres of community amenities, an outdoor pool and playground. 

• The project team is seeking exemption from Z2.2.1 Annual Heating Demand and 
Z2.2.2 Annual Cooling Demand 

• Performance Metrics: 

• Source EUIp (kBtu/sf/yr): 90.8 

• Source EUIb (kBtu/sf/yr): 243 

• Zero Energy Performance Index (zEPI): 18.8 

• Annual heating demand (TEDI) (55.8 kBtu/sf/ iCFA/yr) 

• Annual cooling demand (CEDI) (36 kBtu/ft2/iCFA/yr) 
 

 GBAC Questions and Discussion 

• The GBAC applauds the project team for conducting multiple, reiterative design 
approaches for building systems. The project team was innovative in finding 
additional improvements, while working with the community to meet their 
needs. 

• The GBAC questioned if there are opportunities for submetering EV charging 
and excluding exterior lighting from site energy consumption. 

• The GBAC asked for what was included in the building model outside of the site 
improvements. The basketball court lighting should be considered as a site 

https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/ldr.php?RCID=5afeb11fea56088cca58f0427afe4d44
https://app.box.com/s/wczvc97pyneom48ilj5ozcdv6h2q9vaz
https://app.box.com/s/wczvc97pyneom48ilj5ozcdv6h2q9vaz


element and not a part of the building. The equipment loads for the outdoor 
pool, splash pads, and exterior equipment should be considered outside of 
building performance metrics. They then stated that field lighting should be 
included in ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager (ESPM) energy data and provided 
information and research from the ENERGYSTAR Portfolio Manager.  

• GBAC questioned if the frequent changes in elevation and ceiling heights, 
impact the perimeter of the building's airtightness, insulation, heating and 
cooling and if the design team consider ceiling fans and lowering the roof to 
meet TEDI/CEDI.   

 

 GBAC Recommendations 

• The GBAC would love to see the building get a true 100 EnergyStar score, and to 
consider separate submetering and excluding outdoor lighting and loads from 
the ESPM, but this is not conditional on the approval of partial exemption.   
 

 Public questions and discussion 

• None 
 

o Motions 
▪ Motion to recommend approval of a partial exemption from Z2.2 Building 

Thermal Energy Performance requirement of the GGBA.  
▪ Cliff moved to approve the motion, and June seconds. The vote for approval was 

unanimous.  
 

Roundtable Updates - All 

• Jenn led the discussion around the FY26 budget, and proposed changes that 
would affect BEPS, timelines and applicability of NZE to future projects. 
Proposals, that would delay BEPS and the GGBA, were removed from the 
version approved by Council.  

• DOB provides update on the 2025 DC Construction Codes, currently in the IQ 
process. A public comment period will begin in the month of October and will 
last 30 days.  

• DOB received a grant from HSEMA for $5 million, which will increase staff 
capacity for code development, outreach, and education.  

• Mark Bryan provides an update on the Small Building Retuning Pilot Program 
RFA, which closes soon.  The pilot program will be used to develop a program 
and policy for small buildings that will eventually be subject to BEPS.  

• DOEE has a survey for PEPCO upgrades, which will gather experiences from 
residents. The cut off will be in late October.  

• Vanessa with ElectrifyDC is working with NGOs and DOEE for Sun Day in DC, “a 
community event to empower homeowners and renters to make their own 
power through the sun,” and inquired about sponsors to showcase their solar 
installation. She then shared an article “Deliberate electrification meets ad hoc 
construction: The Bockover’s journey”. The next virtual group coaching event is 
on August 14th and all are welcomed to email karengladding@gmail.com if they 
have would like to show off their solar system/journey. An info sheet was 
provided. 

https://energystar.my.site.com/PortfolioManager/s/article/How-should-I-enter-a-park-with-athletic-fields-1748914424838
https://doee.dc.gov/node/1790366
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8Unkj5SLt0-ZBm-Tnagtc_KcmTTSnuNAsNh-bfE7ablUMEZSMExSVFQzUVE4VU1QR0paTTVEQ1BTRy4u
https://www.electrifydc.org/sunday
https://www.electrifydc.org/demonstration-sites-stories/deliberate-electrification-meets-ad-hoc-construction-the-bockovers-journey
https://www.electrifydc.org/demonstration-sites-stories/deliberate-electrification-meets-ad-hoc-construction-the-bockovers-journey
https://www.electrifydc.org/demonstration-sites-stories/deliberate-electrification-meets-ad-hoc-construction-the-bockovers-journey
https://www.electrifydc.org/events/virtual-group-coaching-july-kfsth
mailto:karengladding@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10xSNnCnVsTvCGh5ShTkCBiX7ESoNZgT-eDd5QyHHMNU/edit?tab=t.0


• The DC Sustainable Energy Utility (DCSEU) Advisory Board has a vacant position 
for the Building Construction Industry representative. If interested check out the 
Board's webpage and send your resume to Jennifer Johnston at 
jennifer.johnston@dc.gov.  

• DOEE's Heat Mapping Campaign has been moved to Tuesday, August 12th and if 
you are available to volunteer on this new date, please fill out this form.   

• The Advanced Technology Center requested an interim, special session to 
review the project proposal- which will be coordinated with GBAC and the 
design team.  

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:20.  
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be October 1, 2025. 

https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-energy-utility-seu-advisory-board
mailto:jennifer.johnston@dc.gov
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