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RiverSmart Schools: Education, Training, and Maintenance
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The goal of this RFA is to reduce stormwater pollution to local waters. 

Support hands-on outdoor learning

Education | 
training | light 
maintenance at 
past RSS sites



RiverSmart Schools: Education, Training, and 
Maintenance at Past School Sites RFA

Overview
• RFA found on DOEE’s website:
• https://doee.dc.gov/release/request-applications-riversmart-schools-

maintenance-education-and-training 
• $75k available for a period of approx. 18 months from start date to Sept. 30, 2026
• Can be extended for more years; depends on performance, funds, and need
• Competitive selection process
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Eligible to apply:
• Nonprofit organizations

https://doee.dc.gov/release/request-applications-riversmart-schools-maintenance-education-and-training
https://doee.dc.gov/release/request-applications-riversmart-schools-maintenance-education-and-training


RiverSmart Schools Education RFA

Purpose

The purpose of this grant is to fund the design and implementation of the program. Seeking a grantee 
that will re-engage seven (7) past RiverSmart Schools (RSS) and develop a tailored plan to activate their 
RSS outdoor classroom spaces. 

DOEE launched RSS in 2009 to help schools transform their bland outdoor schoolyards and blacktops into 
vibrant, green spaces to teach, learn, play, and manage stormwater runoff. To date, DOEE has worked 
with 66 schools throughout the District. (See Appendix 7: List of past RSS sites)
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RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
The RiverSmart Schools program has: 

(1) educated students and teachers about the impact of stormwater runoff on the District’s waterways;
(2) designed and created new outdoor classrooms; 
(3) trained teachers, garden coordinators, and maintenance staff as a school-specific “greening team” 

on how to maintain the new spaces; and 
(4) provided resources for past schools’ outdoor classrooms, such as tools and plants. The program 

activities have included teacher trainings, classroom lessons, and a boat tour on the Anacostia River. 

Over time, the schools’ GIs have deteriorated. Each of the RSS locations featured a rain garden, with outdoor 
classroom usage. As the teachers and staff associated with the projects moved on, the maintenance and use 
of these outdoor classrooms decreased. Now, many of the sites need work; they present unique challenges 
and opportunities for upkeep. 
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RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
Project Description: DOEE is seeking to partner with an entity to design and implement a program to re-engage with at 
least seven (7) past RiverSmart School sites during School Year 2025-26 (SY25-26), providing education/training and 
assistance in GI maintenance.  There are 59 of these “Past Schools”, See Appendix 7 for the List. The grantee will also 
provide training and education for three (3) schools currently participating (with other funding) in the design-build 
process for new outdoor classrooms (“Current Schools”). 

This grant will 
(1) train teachers at each school on how to educate students about stormwater runoff, 
(2) instruct greening teams on how to properly maintain the sites, 
(3) provide slight upgrades to some sites, as appropriate, and 
(4) conduct light maintenance. DOEE expects the grantee to design a program that involves the grantee being 

physically present at the school throughout the school year. 
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Re-activate at least seven (7) Past 
Schools. The grantee will provide 

upkeep & education.

Provide training and education to 
three (3) schools currently 

participating in the design-build 
process. (The design-build work is 

not funded by this grant.)

Assist other schools, out of the 52 
remaining from the list of 59, 

“lightly”, with short-term help or 
low-cost materials and supplies.



RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
Project Description (con’t) The application should advise DOEE how the applicant would choose these participants – the 
process and the selection criteria.  Here is some detail on the selection and the work of the grant:   

1) Site Selection of Past Schools. Select seven (7) Past Schools from Appendix 7.
a. Sites in the MS4 sewershed or Targeted Subwatershed
b. Sites from the MWEE programs

2) Work with the three (3) pre-selected Current Schools
3) Intensive work with the 10 schools
4) Training teachers to actively use space with students 

a. Following standards of District’s 2023 Environmental Literacy Plan
5) Teacher compensation for extra time
6) Maintenance training

a. Stormwater Management Guidebook
7) Light Maintenance
8) The limits on education and training
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RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
Project Description (con’t): The application should: 
1. Address the split between activities in advance of the school year and those during the school year. 
2. Describe how the applicant will select the seven (7) Past Schools it will work with during SY25-26.
3. Describe how the applicant will engage with the school community   
4. Describe how the applicant will train teachers to actively use the space.
5. Describe how the applicant will determine what low-cost upgrades and maintenance activities it will offer.
6. Describe how the applicant will teach maintenance/operation/groundskeeping staff to maintain the GI site.
7. Present the applicant team’s qualifications.  
8. Demonstrate organizational capacity to accomplish grant activities.
9. Present a budget and narrative that justify each line item. Include time and wage formula for personnel. Break out (a) 

project planning/prep from (b) working the ten (10) sites.   
10. Agree to run DCPS/Charter schools-required background checks for any staff who will enter school grounds or 

otherwise interact with students.  
11. Budget for providing quarterly and annual reports that include: (a) for each year; (b) number of teachers; (c) number 

of students who participate; and (d) photos or other graphics. 
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RiverSmart Schools Education RFA

New Application Process!

Compile all required documents listed in Section 3 of the RFA, 
including project description, work plan, and all 
forms/documents/certificates.

Each applicant must submit online to DOEE’s new grants 
management database:

https://doee.dc.gov/page/active-grants-application-portal

Deadline: Friday, 03/28/2025,  at 11:59 PM
No late submissions will be considered! 
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RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
New Application Process!

First, create a dedicated email address that members of your 
organization can utilize for this purpose, such as:
 DOEEgrants@yourorganization.org or
 DOEEgrants.yourorganization@gmail.com

Second, submit Request through Portal to gain Access

If technical issues arise, email: doee.grants@dc.gov 
and cc: 2025RSSEducation.grants@dc.gov 

@doee_dc

mailto:DOEEgrants@yourorganization.org
mailto:DOEEgrants.yourorganization@gmail.com
mailto:doee.grants@dc.gov
mailto:2025RSSEducation.grants@dc.gov


RSS Site Locations Map – 
Appendix 7
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RSS Location Details
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More details on RiverSmart Schools website: 
https://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-schools 

https://doee.dc.gov/service/riversmart-schools


RiverSmart Schools Education RFA Project Outcomes
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Better functioning 
green 
infrastructure 
installations at 
some schools; 

Improved District 
water quality; 

Increased student 
knowledge of their local 
environment, ecology, 
and sources of 
pollution;

Integration of 
RiverSmart 
program content 
into teachers’ 
curricula long 
term; and  

Increased 
opportunities for 
school stewardship 
of green 
infrastructure. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outcomes are the broader goals that your project will achieve.



RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
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Seven (7) schools from the Past Schools past participant list 
receive DOEE-approved maintenance during the grant period;

1

Education of teachers at the seven (7) Past Schools and at 
the three (3) design-build schools;

2

Number of participating students;3

Number of participating teachers; and
 

4

Project Outputs

Monthly, or as needed, check-ins with DOEE.5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outputs are quantifiable, measurable end results of your project.



RiverSmart Schools Education RFA

Project 
Deliverables
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Quarterly and final reports
Documentation of each 
required grantee staffer’s 
approved background 
checks, (as required by 
DCPS and Charter Schools) 

Copies of lesson plans, and 
related materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Deliverables are tangible. Examples include a report, presentation, photograph, map, website, architecture, infrastructure.
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Important Considerations
Design and implement a program that will re-engage with ten (10) 
past* RSSs and develop a tailored plan to activate their RSS outdoor 
classroom spaces. 

Target Audience: DC teachers, students, & the school community

Knowledge about and ability to teach environmental education and 
gardening emphasizing wildlife habitat, native plants, green 
stormwater infrastructures, and conservation landscaping making clear 
connections on how teachers will be able to utilize the RiverSmart 
School site for educational purposes.
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Important Considerations

Additional Considerations: 
The DOEE encourages organizational 
partnerships.  With one lead applicant, parties 
would work together in accomplishing these 
goals for one award.

DOEE anticipates just one grant.  But it is open 
to more than one award if we receive 
compelling proposals to fund portions of the 
work.  The stated funding amount is presented 
as the maximum total funding for the stated 
period.
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Thank You!

2025RSSEducation.grants@dc.gov

Questions?

Reminders!
Questions & Answers will continue to be posted to the RFA webpage.  
March 17, 2025 is the last date for submitting questions. 
March 28, 2025; 11:59pm is the application submission deadline. 
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	RiverSmart Schools: Education, Training, and Maintenance at Past School Sites��RFA Information Session ��February 26, 2025 | 10:00 AM | Hybrid via WebEx or DOEE HQ
	AGENDA
	Introductions
	RiverSmart Schools: Education, Training, and Maintenance
	RiverSmart Schools: Education, Training, and Maintenance at Past School Sites RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	Slide Number 12
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RSS Site Locations Map – Appendix 7
	RSS Location Details
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	RiverSmart Schools Education RFA
	Important Considerations
	Important Considerations
	Thank You!

