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Introductions




Watershed Protection Division

Mission
DOEE’s Watershed Protection Division works to protect and restore the environmental health of the District’s
rivers and streams from soil erosion, litter and debris, and other nonpoint sources of pollution

‘ Partnering and Engagement Branch

The mission is to advance the District’s clean water goals by cultivating partnerships, funding education
and litter reduction projects, providing compliance assistance, and working with communities to draft and
implement waterways plans.

mm) DC Watershed Stewardship Project RFA

The purpose is to design and implement a project to provide a comprehensive watershed
stewardship educational program to at least 30 District of Columbia residents, 16 and older




Key RFA Details

RFA webpage
https://doee.dc.gov/node/1816656

Amount available

$70,000 from start of grant period through September 30, 2027 — this may be extended based on performance
of grantee and availability of funds. Funding is provided through reimbursement for documented expenses.

Eligible entities
Nonprofit organizations, faith-based organizations, and universities/educational institutions are eligible to apply

Application deadline
Applications must be received through portal by 11:59 PM on Friday, March 13, 2026



https://doee.dc.gov/node/1816656

Purpose of Project

Goal

To protect and enhance, both directly and indirectly, the waterways and watersheds of the District of
Columbia. Resulting grant work should equip District residents with knowledge, tools, and resources
to address sources of water pollution and work toward improving overall health of local waterways.

Purpose

e This should educate and empower residents to become long-term, engaged stewards of the
Anacostia River watershed and the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem

e This should include lecture- and discussion-style lessons and hands-on experiences relating to
sources of pollution and different types of policies and practices to address them

* Project should result in the participants applying their new knowledge through the adoption of
one or more green infrastructure installations in or near their neighborhoods




Application Process

RFA was released February 6, 2026 and is available in full at this webpage: https://doee.dc.gov/node/1816656

Pre-application information session: February 17, 2026 at 1:00 PM (what you are attending now)

Questions may be submitted during RFA open period to: 2026WatershedStewardship.grants@dc.gov

Answers to any questions received during open period will be posted to RFA webpage under “Attachments”

Deadline
Applications must be received through the grant application portal by 11:59 PM on Friday, March 13, 2026

Review panel will take place from mid- to late March, with aim to award grant by early April



https://doee.dc.gov/node/1816656
mailto:2026WatershedStewardship.grants@dc.gov
https://doee.dc.gov/node/1816656
https://doee.dc.gov/node/1402611

Required Documents

Certificate of Good Standing

Certificate of Clean Hands

Signed Promises, Certifications, Assertions, and Assurances
IRS W-9 Tax Form

Tax Exemption Affirmation Letter, if applicable

Current Fiscal Year Budget

Financial Statements

Separation of Duties Policy

System for Award Management (SAM) Active registration
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Indirect Cost Rate Documentation, if applicable




Numeric Budget

Mew Budget Line ltem  More «

Requested Mon-Federal
Funds Match

Budget Category Total = Budget Detail

Please round your budget to the
nearest $10.00

Submitted separately from the Budget Narrative

0 Budget Line ltem records

Budget Category includes
allowable costs such as
personnel and supplies

Budget detail breaks down
the numeric budget into a per
item cost (e.g., Personnel -
Sxx/hour times xx hours.)




Budget Justification

2 Explain and justify every line item in the numeric budget, including staff roles and
how their work supports project goals

Link requested cost and match to project activities

Budget Narrative
Flease write a budget narrative justifying the expenses inthe numeric Budget. The narrative should explain all requested costs and link those costs to
program activities.

For more information on how to develop a budget see DOEE’s four-part grants training

@doee _dc S—



Additional Considerations

Gl Adoption Program

The project’s green infrastructure adoption program for participants to commit to after the
educational portion should meet DOEE’s Green Infrastructure Stewardship guidelines. DOEE will
provide pre-approved list of “adoptable” installed green infrastructure projects.

Partnerships

Applicants may team or partner with one or more entities to provide the education and hands-
on training, but a grant will be awarded to one entity only.



https://doee.dc.gov/node/1814196
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Outcomes, Outputs, and Deliverables

Outcomes

Increased awareness among District residents of
water pollution

Residents who are better equipped to take an
active role in working to address the sources of
pollution in their communities

Impact reduction of stormwater and other
nonpoint pollution sources on District
waterways

Commitment from participants to apply
knowledge to maintain green infrastructure
installations in the District

Outputs
Project syllabus

» 30 District residents participating in the project during the
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grant period

Green infrastructure schedules for maintaining adopted
sites

Deliverables
Course materials and presentations
Quarterly progress reports
Final report

List of adopted green infrastructure projects, including
assigned project participants
Maintenance schedules




- Scoring Criteria m

1
2

3

10

Application proposes a feasible plan for the Project.

Applicant is likely to implement the Project as proposed.

Applicant is likely to carry out the green infrastructure maintenance projects.

Curriculum and materials advance the Project’s objectives.
Applicant demonstrates deep experience in environmental watershed protection education.
Applicant demonstrates deep experience in hands-on environmental training.

Applicant presents a detailed budget and budget narrative that includes a clear justification
for the funds requested.

Applicant will engage and recruit District residents from historically underrepresented
communities.

Applicant demonstrates substantial knowledge of technical watershed issues relevant to the
District of Columbia.

Points will be awarded for District entities, per Appendix 5.
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