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DOEE YOUTH CLIMATE 

ACTION FUND 
 
 

This work was made possible through the support of the Youth Climate 
Action Fund, a sponsored project of Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors. 

 
 
 

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 
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Key Dates  

August 28, 2026   Grant Application Opens to the Public  

September 16, 2026  Info Session  

September 23, 2026 Technical Assistance Session 

October 10, 2026  Application Submission Deadline (11:59 p.m. EST) 

October 11-23, 2026   Initial Screening; Scoring and Selections 

November 2-13, 2026  Awards Announced; Agreements Issued; Program Begins 

April 15, 2027   All projects must be complete 

April 30, 2027   Microgrant project report due to the DOEE  

 

Information about the program 

Washington DC was selected by Bloomberg Philanthropies as one of the 
cities to launch an exciting new initiative to support youth-led climate action 
projects. DOEE’s Youth Climate Action Fund (YCAF) provides young residents 
ages 15–24 with microgrants to develop climate initiatives. The projects must 
be proposed, designed, and led by at least two young people in cooperation 
with eligible sponsor organizations. Funding will go directly to the 
organization, but the youth will be responsible for the budget. See below 
under “Who can receive a Microgrant?” 

Funding Available: $40,000  

Award Amounts: $1,000–$5,000 per project. A single organization may receive up to 
three microgrants for separate projects.  

Estimated Number of Awards: 8 awards  

Grant Period: November 2026 – April 15, 2027 
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1. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION 
 

a. Project Eligibility Criteria 
• Project is proposed, designed, and led and implemented by 

at least two (2) youth between the ages of 15 and 24 years old 
• Project is aligned with DC’s sustainability and climate plans: 

https://sustainable.dc.gov/  
• Projects must focus on youth leadership and cover one of 

the following themes:  
o Art  
o Action  
o Research  
o Education 

• Project must have at least one output and one outcome, and 
a numerical target for each. An “output” is a direct 
deliverable or measurable result of activities (like “number of 
clean-up events held”), and an “outcome” is what happens 
because of those activities. Both need to have a numerical 
target.  

• All projects must be feasible and completed by April 15, 2027 
 

b. Examples of eligible projects  
• Climate education and awareness, like courses, experiences, 

or the arts  
• Research and data collection, like mapping environmental 

health  
• Resilience and adaptation, such as addressing water quality 

or heatwaves  
• Green Infrastructure, reforestation, and environmental 

protection, like supporting parks, community gardens, or 
green roofs for community buildings  

• Sustainable agriculture and food systems, like urban farms 
that would enrich community access to fresh food  

• Promotion and advancement of circular economy, like 
sustainable fashion or rethinking the use of discarded 
materials  

https://sustainable.dc.gov/
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• Sustainable waste management, like sorting, collection, or 
cleaning  

• Sustainable transportation, like encouraging walking, 
cycling, and using public transportation  

 
c. Who can receive a microgrant?  

Projects are led by young people, but funds must be disbursed to 
eligible sponsor organizations. Eligible recipients include nonprofit 
such as 

• Youth-led organizations (e.g. youth clubs or groups) 
• Youth-serving organizations (e.g., adult-led organizations 

supporting young people) 
• Community organizations  
• Faith-based organizations 
• Non-public universities  

Private companies, individuals or political parties or party-affiliated 
organizations are not eligible.   

All organizations and universities must: 

• Be legally registered in the District of Columbia 
• Be recognized as a non-profit or charitable organization 

under local laws 
• Have a bank account in the organization’s name 

Please note that, if your application is selected for funding, you must 
provide the following documentation within a week of being 
selected: 

• Tax Exempt Affirmation Letter  
• A Certificate of Clean Hands 
• A Certificate of Insurance showing Commercial General 

Liability Insurance (“CGL”) coverage with the District named 
as an Additional Insured  

• If working with youth under 18 years old:  
o Evidence of Sexual/Physical Abuse & Molestation 

insurance coverage with the District named as an 
Additional Insured  
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o Keep complete criminal background checks for the 
staff working with youth under 18 on file for DOEE’s 
inspection at any time 
 

DOEE may require grantees to have additional insurance coverages 
based on the nature of the project, such as special events insurance 
or auto liability insurance. 

For compliance purposes: 

• Sponsors cannot be partisan organizations or political parties 
• Microgrant recipients must not be subject to any applicable 

U.S. or other legally required government sanctions or 
restrictions that would prohibit them from receiving grant 
funds 
 

d. Eligible Expenses  
Eligible expenses align with the eligibility criteria and include, but 
are not limited to, the following: 

• Project supplies and materials, including rental and purchase 
of items directly needed to carry out the project, such as 
equipment, tools, art supplies, or technology 

• Costs for organizing community events, workshops, or 
educational sessions, including venue rental, printing of 
materials for participants, and basic refreshments 

• Costs for any necessary permits to implement the project in 
accordance with local regulations 

• Reasonable ground travel expenses (such as public transit, 
ride shares, or taxis) for youth participants or team members 
directly involved in project implementation 

• Promotional materials to raise awareness about the project, 
encourage engagement from stakeholders and the greater 
community, and share project results, including photography, 
editorial support, and videography 

• Reasonable fees for training and mentorship offered in 
workshops with youth participants 

• Administrative costs that local NGOs, civic groups, 
neighborhood clubs, schools, or other organizations may 
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charge for administering a microgrant on behalf of youth 
project leads. The costs should be no more than 15% of the 
microgrant value  

• Small amounts to enable youth participation such as per 
diems for food or gift cards if these expenses are reasonable in 
proportion to the activities. In no event may these expenses 
make up the majority of the microgrant  

• Capital investments when they do not exceed 50% of the 
microgrant and are an essential part of the project suggested 
and led by youth 
 

e. Ineligible Activities and Expenses 
 

• Services/expenses covered by existing city initiatives 
• Rent or utilities, unless specified above 
• Nonprofit/NGO incorporation fees 
• Speaker honorariums and speaker fees 
• Scholarships 
• Direct support to individuals or families 
• Partisan political contributions or expenses   
• Expenses related to political campaigns, fundraisers, or 

projects 
• Expenses related to lobbying (attempting to influence 

legislation) or voter registration 
• Expenses related to commercial activities 
• Capital campaigns, endowments, or endowed chairs 
• Payments to government officials 
• Events or fundraisers not related to youth climate action 
• Regranting or sub-granting to other organizations or 

individuals 
 

f. Appendices  
 

Applicants must agree to the Appendices to this Request for 
Applications which include: 

 
• Appendix 1 – YCAF Microgrant Terms and Conditions 
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• Appendix 2 – Promises, Certifications, Assertions, and 
Assurances 

• Appendix 3 – YCAF Image Release, Consents, and 
Indemnification Terms and Conditions 

2. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (Q&A)  

DOEE welcomes questions seeking clarification. Questions should be sent 
to doee.ycaf@dc.gov The cutoff date for receipt of questions is 5:00 pm, 
five calendar days before the due date. To keep the process transparent 
DOEE may publish questions and answers on its website.  

3. ORIENTATION  

All grantees are required to attend a virtual orientation meeting to go over key 
aspects of microgrant, meet DOEE staff, and network with other grantees.  

4. PAYMENT  

All grantees are required to become a DIFS Supplier to receive funds for the 
project. Entities that do not have an account can create one by visiting this page: 
https://cfo.dc.gov/page/supplier-portal-login-page  

To create an DIFS Supplier account, an entity will need the following documents:  

• W-9 
• Bank account information (bank letter or a voided check)  

 
Please note that it takes a few weeks to create an account. If your entity does not 
have a DIFS Supplier account, it is advised that you make one during the 
application period. If selected, this will reduce the amount of time to process 
payments. It is expected that funds will be available shortly after microgrants are 
awarded. 

5. REPORTING 

Each grantee will be responsible for scheduling a monthly 30-minute check-in 
call with DOEE to report on microgrant progress and ask questions. One of these 
check-ins must be a site visit or a virtual walkthrough of their projects. 

By April 30, 2027, each grantee will be required to submit a final report. A final 
report template will be provided to grantees with their microgrant award notice. 

https://cfo.dc.gov/page/supplier-portal-login-page
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The report must include the number of youth volunteers, provide the project’s 
final budget, and include the number of outputs and measured outcomes. 

6. CLOSE OUT  
 
All grantees are required to attend an in-person closing and celebration event.   
 

7. HOW TO APPLY 

Applications must be submitted through our online form found HERE by 
11:59 p.m. EST on October 10, 2026. 

8. OPTIONAL PRE-APPLICATION MEETINGS   

DOEE will host two information sessions to answer general questions about the 
application process. Staff from sponsor organizations and youth are encouraged 
to attend. These sessions will be recorded and posted on 
https://doee.dc.gov/service/youth-climate-action-fund. 

The technical assistance (TA) session will support youth with the development of 
their project ideas. DOEE encourages youth to bring their project ideas to share 
with experts and get feedback. Please note, to safeguard the application process, 
the TA session will be facilitated by a third party.    

Attending these sessions is optional and won't impact the score of your 
application. 

DOEE YCAF Info Session 
Wednesday, September 16, 5:00 – 7:00 pm EST  
Click HERE to register 
 
Technical Assistance Session 
Wednesday, September 23, 5:00 – 6:00 pm EST   
Click HERE to register 
 

9. SCORING CRITERIA  

DOEE reserves the right to diversify project types and locations to ensure 
that funding provides distinct opportunities and reaches a broad range of 
neighborhoods across the District. 

Criteria Scoring 
Details 

Score 
Weight 

Maximum  
Points 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8Unkj5SLt0-ZBm-Tnagtc3lCSlHBGERDvR4qE-mIaOVURTdHTjEyMzNQVklDWVVOOURHMFZNMTU5VCQlQCN0PWcu
https://doee.dc.gov/service/youth-climate-action-fund.
https://doee.dc.gov/service/youth-climate-action-fund.
https://dcnet.webex.com/weblink/register/r0e3875ea7ef83bb8599ee5624f8ef6f4
https://dcnet.webex.com/weblink/register/r3c8b9efdda847c8ce204177859995e4f
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Relevance 
to Local 
Climate 
Action Plan 

1 - Does not address the city's climate 
priorities. 
2 - Addresses climate priorities but lacks a 
clear focus. 
3 - Directly addresses climate priorities 
with a clear focus. 

4 12 

Role of 
Young 
People 

1 - Does not explain young people’s role. 
2 - Mentions youth but lacks a clear 
description of how youth will lead the 
project. 
3 - Describes clearly how youth will be 
leading the project, including their roles 
and responsibilities. 

3 9 

Feasibility 
and 
planning 
 

1 - Does not explain how the project can 
be realistically completed by April 15, 2027. 
2 - Presents a plan to complete the 
project by April 15, 2027, but lacks a clear 
focus or has significant risks.  
3 - Presents a clear realistic plan to 
complete the project by April 15, 2027. 

4 12 

Budget 1 - The budget is not clear. 
2 - The budget raises questions. 
3 - Presents a clear budget. 

3 9 

Impact  1 - Lacks explanation about impact. 
2 - Addresses impact but lacks a clear 
focus. 
3 - Clear explanation of impact with a 
clear focus. Includes at least one 
measurable output and one measurable 
outcome. 

4 12 

  TOTAL _____ out of 
54 

 


