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Ql:

Al:

Q2:
A2:

Q3:
A3:

Is there a list available of buildings currently participating in the Affordable Housing
Retrofit Accelerator (AHRA)? Will DCSEU inform the grantee which buildings are
participating in the AHRA?

The list is not currently public; however, AHRA eligibility criteria can be found here:
https://www.dcseu.com/affordable-housing-retrofit-accelerator

DOEE will facilitate coordination between the DC Sustainable Energy Utility (DCSEU) and
the grantee and share information on AHRA participating buildings after the grantee has
been selected.

Is there a desired target for number of hours, people, or days for office hours?

Applicants should propose numbers that they believe are reasonable when they submit their
application.

Are the insurance requirements new?

The District government has insurance requirements for grants. Applicants should review the

specific insurance requirements of this grant in Appendix 6 of the RFA.

Q4:
A4

Qs:
AS:

Q6:

A6:

Q7:
AT:

How are you defining the output “education of tenants?”” How is this activity measured?
Applicants should propose specific metrics to define or measure “education of tenants”.
Is there a target number of buildings to be engaged?

DOEE anticipates between 3 and 7 buildings will receive assistance under AHRA in FY25
that would fall under the scope of engagement.

How do you see this as different from the Home Energy Coaching RFA (RFA-FY25-
DBDS861) and the Education on Residential Energy Efficiency and Electrification RFA
(RFA-FY25-DBD859)?

This RFA, RFA-FY25-DBD860, is focused on engaging tenants of large multifamily
residential buildings participating in AHRA before, during, and after building retrofit. RFA-
FY25-DBD859 is focused on public education around residential energy efficiency and
electrification, with a focus on low-income and disadvantaged communities. RFA-FY?25-
DBDS861 is focused on advisory services to households for specific energy projects.

Is this grant for multiple entities or will just one grant be awarded?

One grantee will be selected for this RFA, though DOEE may select additional grantees at its
discretion.


https://www.dcseu.com/affordable-housing-retrofit-accelerator
https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doee/release_content/attachments/Appendix%206%20Insurance%20Requirements%20%28Afffordable%20Housing%20Tenant%20Engagement%20RFA%20%29%20AF12172024.pdf

RFA - Affordable Housing Tenant Engagement
Questions and Answers

RFA-FY25-DBD860
Updated 1/23/2025

Q8: Can you clarify DCSEU's role in this grant? The RFA project outcomes (7.3) indicate the
grantee is to facilitate communication between DCSEU and property owners/managers but
they are already engaged through the AHRA program.

A8: DCSEU is the program implementer for AHRA under contract with DOEE. The grantee will
share tenant questions, comments, and concerns with DCSEU and property
owners/managers specifically related education and engagement aspects of the grant.

QO9: Can you clarify expectations for "implementation of a post-retrofit engagement strategy"?

A9: The grantee will engage tenants of large multifamily residential buildings participating in
AHRA before, during, and after building retrofit to ensure that tenants are familiar with
building upgrades being implemented and know how to operate new equipment where
applicable, and to ensure that tenant concerns and questions are appropriately addressed.
Applicants should propose how they would conduct post-retrofit engagement. Please see
Section 7.3: Project Outcomes, Outputs, and Deliverables of the RFA for more information.

Q10: Will the awardee have an organizational conflict of interest with being awarded the DOEE
home energy improvement program that performs the energy improvement work currently?

A10: No. The work under this RFA is specifically defined and is maintained and reported
separately.

Q11: Is DOEE looking for implementation of an engagement strategy or development of an
engagement strategy for another entity to execute?

A11: The grantee will develop and execute the engagement strategy.

Q12: To the extent that some projects may not be complete by September, is the goal for the
post-retrofit strategy activity to develop a plan for implementation under a potentially
extended grant?

A12: Applicants should include a strategy for post-retrofit implementation in their application. If
retrofits are delayed beyond FY25, DOEE will evaluate whether a grant extension or
amendment is appropriate.

Q13: Can you define "complementary assistance programs"? Are you thinking 360 degrees or
limited to programs relating to housing and health, for example?

A13: At a minimum, this would include DOEE energy assistance programs (for example, Solar
for All and Utility Discount Programs). The grantee may propose other assistance programs
to be included but the list does not need to be exhaustive.

Q14: Is there a recording available of the pre-application info session?
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A14: There is no recording available; however, applicants may review the Q&A and
presentation, posted here: https://doee.dc.gov/node/1758371.

Q15: Has the de minimis rate of 10% for Indirect Costs has been updated to align with the 15%
for Federal grants, which came into effect in October 20247

A15: DOEE follows the federal guideline for funding to include the revised de minimus rate.


https://doee.dc.gov/node/1758371

