Climate Resilience and Insurance Industry Collaboration Grant
RFA-FY26-GBCB-890
Questions and Answers

Question 1:

We are a 501(c)(3) registered in Delaware and thus not registered with any DC departments
because we have no staff in DC. As such, we cannot submit item (a) Certificate of Good
Standing from the DC Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection, nor can we submit
item (b) Certificate of Clean Hands from the DC Office of Tax and Revenue. Since we are not a
DC organization, does this make us ineligible to apply?

Answer 1:

You are eligible to apply but you will need to become authorized to do business in DC (via DC
Department of Licensing & Consumer Protection and the Office of Tax & Revenue) and secure
both the DC Certificate of Good Standing and Clean Hands certificate.

You can obtain a DC Certificate of Good Standing, by registering with DC’s Department of
Licensing and Consumer Protection as a foreign (outside of DC) nonprofit.

You can request a Clean Hands Certificate directly through DC’s Office of Tax and Revenue via
MyTax or their online portal.

Question 2:

If we were to organize an all-day event involving key stakeholders, but the RFA indicates that
food is not an allowable expense, would we be permitted to procure food through other
means, such as third-party sponsorship? Are there other options for provisioning food that
might be considered?

Answer 2:

Grantees may coordinate with external partners or sponsors to provide food at no cost to the
grant. Donations of food is also an option. In either case, the grantee may assist with planning
and logistical support. Any such arrangements must comply with the grantee’s internal policies
and if applicable to the District’s ethics and procurement requirements.

Question 3:

Would the grant be able to support efforts to arrange for such sponsorships, coordinate
ordering and logistics?

Answer 3:
Yes.



Question 4:

If the cost of a venue would exceed the project budget, but event space could be secured as an
in-kind donation through partners, would staff time spent collaborating on venue selection and
coordination be allowable?

Answer 4:
Yes. The time spent securing in-kind donations is an allowable cost.

Question 5:

May the above costs (e.g., donated food or venue space) be included in the budget as match?

Answer 5:

The venue can be counted as match. Since food is not an allowable cost it cannot be counted as
match. DOEE does not pay pre-award costs. Any time and effort spent on procuring space or
food before the award cannot be counted as match.

Question 6:
The RFA notes that the budget “can be adjusted.” Does this suggest that the scope of

responsibilities could potentially be expanded?

Answer 6:

The ability to adjust the budget in the context of DOEE’s RFA is standard language given that
our grants are dependent on funding availability. Budgets can be adjusted up or down and the
scope of responsibilities may be adjusted accordingly. However, adjustments intended to
reallocate within the approved budget requires prior written approval from DOEE and must
remain consistent with the objectives described in the RFA.

Question 7:

Does DOEE expect participation from specific stakeholder groups (e.g., subject matter experts,
community representatives, government officials), or is that at the applicant’s discretion? Is
there a required minimum scale of engagement, or may the scale and target stakeholders be
determined during the planning phase?

Answer 7:
The applicant can establish minimum number of stakeholders and select target stakeholders.

Question 8:

The scope of this RFA is broad and involves complex topics worthy of their own specific focus -
such as residential property, commercial property, public infrastructure - all of these have
different considerations and different stakeholders. Likewise, a broad scope on insurance and
climate risk mitigation would presumably have to be regional in scope, including governments
and other institutions from the DC metro area. Should we assume that the topical scope of this



project will remain broad as currently stated, or can we expect that the scope will be further
specified through dialogic engagement among key DC government stakeholders in the initial
phase of the project?

Answer 8:

The RFA is intentionally broad to allow applicants flexibility in proposing an approach that
addresses the District’s insurance and climate resilience objectives. DOEE anticipates that the
grantee will work with DOEE and other District stakeholders during the initial phase to refine

the project.



