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TECHNICAL SUPPORT MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: File  

 

THROUGH: Stephen S. Ours, P.E. 

Chief, Permitting Branch 

 

FROM: Afewerki Birhane 

Environmental Engineer  

  

SUBJECT: U.S. Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

Permit No. 7209-R1 to Operate One (1) Sheet Fed, Non-Heatset, Offset, 

Lithographic, Komori Lithrone SX729 (LSX729) Seven-Color Printing Press 

 

DATE:  November 13, 2025 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

A permit application to operate one (1) existing press, identified as a Komori Lithrone SX729 

(LSX729) seven-color, non-heatset, sheet-fed, offset, lithographic printing press, at the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing (BEP), in the Main Building, A Wing, Room A-170, at 14th and C Streets 

SW, was received by the Air Quality Division on July 29, 2024. The applicant is the U.S. 

Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing.    

 

The permit action will be published in the DC Register on October 14, 2025.  Public comments 

for the permit action will be solicited through November 14, 2025. 

 

The applicant has not requested that any of the materials submitted with this application be held 

confidential. 

 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION 

 

The equipment to be covered by this permit is a non-heatset, sheet-fed, offset, lithographic 

printing press. The activities at this location include printing United States of America (USA) 

currency.  The applicant will use a variety of conventional inks, UV offset inks, UV and aqueous 

coatings, cleaning solvents, presoaked cleaning blankets, and fountain (dampening) solutions. 

These must comply with the limits in 20 DCMR 716, where applicable. 

 

The estimated potential to emit (PTE) of the press is as follows: 
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Pollutant Estimated Maximum Annual Emissions 

(tons/yr) 

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) 0.97 

Total Hazardous Air Pollutants (HAP) 0.19 

 

REGULATORY REVIEW 

 

20 DCMR Chapter 2, Section 200: General Permit Requirements 

The printing press is a potential air pollution source because ink and solvents contain volatile 

organic compounds that will be emitted upon use. Thus a Chapter 2 permit to operate the 

equipment is required. 

 

20 DCMR Chapter 6, Section 606: Visible Emissions 

This regulation is applicable to the printing press as it is applicable to all sources.  However, 

since VOCs are the only emissions from the source, any visible emissions from the unit, even 

during start-up or shut-down would be signs of improper operation of the equipment. Therefore, 

Condition II(b) of the permit was developed to require that no visible emissions be released from 

this equipment. 

 

Additionally, this regulation establishes certain operational, maintenance, and training 

requirements which have been incorporated into Conditions III(h), (i), and (j). Record keeping 

requirements are incorporated into Condition V and specifically Conditions V(k) and (l). 

 

20 DCMR Chapter 7: Volatile Organic Compounds and Hazardous Air Pollutants 

The requirements of 20 DCMR 716 are applicable to the Komori Lithrone SX729 (LSX729) 

seven-color, sheet-fed, non-heatset, offset, lithographic printing press.  AQD reviewed these 

requirements extensively and determined that the “printing operation” discussed in 20 DCMR 

716.1(b) covers equipment at the whole facility.  Additionally, the facility, as a whole, is a major 

source of VOCs, thus triggering 20 DCMR 716.1(a).  As such, all relevant sections of 20 DCMR 

716 are applicable rather than only 20 DCMR 716.25(b), which would be the only applicable 

section if this press were considered alone and only triggered 20 DCMR 716.1(c). 

The relevant requirements of 20 DCMR 716 have been included in the permit, along with 

appropriate monitoring, testing, record keeping, and reporting requirements. 

 

20 DCMR Chapter 9, Section 903: Odorous or Other Nuisance Air Pollutants 

“An emission into the atmosphere of odorous or other air pollutants from any source in any 

quantity and of any characteristic, and duration which is, or is likely to be injurious to the public 

health or welfare, or which interferes with the reasonable enjoyment of life or property is 

prohibited [20 DCMR 903.1]”  is applicable to all sources.  It is contained in Condition II(c) of 

the permit. The affirmative defense provision of 20 DCMR 903.13(b) has also been incorporated 

into Condition II(c). The requirements to develop an odor control plan (OCP) do not apply to this 

facility at this time. 
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40 CFR part 60, Subpart QQ – Publication Rotogravure Printing 

This press does not meet the definition of rotogravure printing and is not subject to Subpart QQ. 

 

40 CFR Part 63, Subpart KK – National Emission Standards for the Printing and publishing 

Industry 

This standard applies the facilities that operate publication rotogravure, product and packaging 

rotogravure, or wide-web flexographic printing presses and are major sources or synthetic minor 

sources of hazardous air pollutants (HAPs). The BEP facility does not operate these types of 

presses and is not a major source or synthetic minor source of HAPs as defined by 40 CFR Part 

63, Subpart A and is therefore not subject to Subpart KK. 

 

40 CFR 63, Subpart JJJJ – Paper and Other Web Coating – This standard applies to facilities that 

operate web coating lines and are major sources of HAPs. This is not a web coating line and the 

BEP facility is not a major source of HAPs as defined by 40 CFR Part 63, Subpart A and is 

therefore not subject to Subpart JJJJ. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The proposed operations and attached permit comply with all applicable federal and District air 

pollution control laws and regulations. 

 

The permit action for the boilers will be published in the DC Register and on DOEE’s website on 

October 17, 2025. Public comments for the permit action will be solicited from November 21, 

2025, through December 22, 2025. Additionally, during that time, any person may request a 

public hearing on this subject. A public hearing will not be held unless requested. If public 

comments are received, they will be reviewed and addressed before any final action is taken on 

the permit application document. If no adverse comments are received, I recommend that permit 

No. 7109-R1 be issued in accordance with 20 DCMR 200 promptly following the end of the 

public comment period.  

 

SSO/AB 
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