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Background:

DOEE grants

DOEE works with entities throughout
the District to offer grants to carry out
programs and projects that advance the
agency’s mission

Recipients of grant funds include
nonprofits, private enterprises, schools,
and faith-based organizations
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Background: DOEE granfts

These grants help connect the agency’s work with our communities, as grantees
are often better connected to some residents, issues, and locations

Despite efforts to make DOEE grants widely accessible, there are still entities
that remain systematically shut out of opportunities

This is where the Small Grants RFA comes in
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Sustainabillity

economic social environmental
viability equity stewardship
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The Bottom Line
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The District cannot meet its
sustainability goals without
programs and resources being
equitable and accessible
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Urban Agriculture

e The Office of Urban Agriculture works to
increase food production in the District and
support a more sustainable, equitable, and
resilient food system

e The District currently has over 36 urban
farms — nonprofit, for-profit, soil-based,
rooftop, and hydroponic farms

e Despite this growing urban agriculture
network, District farmers are under-
resourced




Urban Agriculture

The program will cover costs for subgrantees to:

* Increase food crop production,
processing and/or distribution

 Improve access to fresh foods among
food insecure populations

* Construct facilities that enable
agricultural education experiences for
District residents

* Accelerate the capacity for farms or
farmers in the District’s historically
marginalized communities
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Donation and Reuse

Zero Waste Act created a new program to increase diversion of reusable material
from landfills and incinerators

Program provides subgrants to community organizations and businesses to FI-IT
support waste reduction through donation and reuse




Donation and Reuse

Subgrants will be available to:

e Support and expand reuse infrastructure in the District

e Coordinate direct donation and facilitate exchange of used and surplus material

 Conduct public education and outreach on avoiding single-use products and
encouraging reusable items

* Increase public awareness and access to reuse and donation opportunities
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2025 Small and Accessible
Sustainability Grant Program

(“Small Grants RFA”)

RFA-FY25-SE-863

Webpage: https://doee.dc.gov/node/1773851
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S
Purpose

* To provide District organizations opportunities to advance District
sustainability goals including reducing waste and expanding urban
agriculture

 DOEE will select one grantee that will provide modest subgrants from
this grant’s funding

 The subgrants’ targets will be businesses, organizations, non-profits, and
charter and public schools, including small, new, and/or historically-
excluded (SNHE) entities.

 The Grantee will award grants and provide community training for skills
needed to win competitive grants from DOEE and similar grantors
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Overview

e $190,000 available to Grantee to design and administer a small grants
program over the three-year grant period (FY25-FY27)

*  Funding is broken up by program year, with the majority available in
Year 2 (10/1/25-9/30/26)

 Competitive selection process

* Amount includes the subgrants themselves and some of the amount
may cover Grantee’s administrative costs

 DOEE funding is provided on a reimbursement basis; advances available
on a limited basis
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Who can apply?¢

Faith-based
organizations

Nonprofit

organizations

Required Documents:

Applicants will need to supply the following
documentation qualify (if applicable):

o Certificate of Good Standing
o Certificate of Clean Hands

o Promises, Certifications, Assertions, and
Assurances

o IRS W-9 Tax Form

RFA p. 16-18

Government

agencies

O O O O O

Universities
and
educational
institutions

Private

enterprises

Tax Exemption Affirmation Letter
Current Fiscal Year Budget
Financial Statements

Separation of Duties Policy

System for Award Management (SAM)
with Federal Government

Indirect Costs Rate Documentation
Certified Business Enterprise Certificate
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Application

Compile all required documents listed in Section 3 of the RFA, including
project summary and description, work plan, and all required forms,
documents, and certificates.

Each applicant must submit one electronic copy as a single PDF file
HERE

Deadline: Friday, May 30t 2025 at 11:59PM

Late submissions will not be considered
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Project outputs and outcomes

Number of... : :
o Increase in food crop production,

processing, and/or distribution for

o Farms or farmers that applied for a grant, . .
PP & public sales or donation

Urban including SNHE | o d
Agriculture o Localfarms or farmers funded, including © tr;?rreosvhefoojz” ution and access
SNHE . :
o Individuals with increased access to fresh © Increased communlt_y education
food related to urban agriculture
Number of...
o Reduction in waste entering
Donation o Entities that applied for a grant, including landfills and incineration facilities.
SNHE o Increase in donation and reuse
and Reuse o Local entities funded, including SNHE resources, programs, services, and
o Number of individuals who benefited from public awareness.

the program, including SNHE

RFA p. 27-28 il M
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Deliverables

Electronically Quarterly Final report for

accessible folder with: progress reports grant period

e Subgrant RFAs

e Subgrants

* Project Evaluations
* Project materials

RFA p. 28
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Advanced Payment

NEW!/! An applicant may request that DOEE advance funds for subgrant
payments. To qualify they must:

o Explain the reasoning for seeking the advance,
o Only use the advance to cover the cost of subgrants,
o Ensure the subgrantees complete the funded projects,

o Not request more than 90% of the grant budget.

For more information, see DOEE’s Advance Payment Policy and Procedure for Grants.

RFA p. 23
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Scoring criteria

Scoring Criteria Points

Grants Administration- Experience: Demonstrates experience in managing grants as a grantor.

Grants Administration- Experience: Demonstrates experience in managing grants as a grantor in
the District or in areas similar to the District.

Grants Administration- Experience: Demonstrates experience in managing grants to target
populations that have faced historical inequities in accessing funding and government support.

Grants Administration- Present Capacity: Demonstrates capacity to implement the program
excellently.

Capacity-Building for Applicants: Presents a solid, convincing plan for the above capacity-building.

Subgrant Management and Support: Likely to support subgrantees during project implementation,
as described above.

Timeline: Presents a clear and feasible timeline for subgrant implementation,

Budget: Presents a reasonable, detailed, numeric budget, and a detailed budget narrative that
includes a clear justification for the funds requested.

Data Collection and Report: Likely to timely, comprehensively, and accurately collect program
data.
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RFA timeline

May 30t", 2025 at 11:59PM
Application deadline!

March 28th, 2025
RFA published

2025

April 17th, 2025 at 10AM
Virtual Info Session

Mid-Late June 2025

Application review

End of June
Selected grantee
notified

2026
End of July & Onward
Grantee starts work as
soon as Grant Award
Notice is issued
*x * *
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T
Grant Timeline

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3
Award-9/30/25 10/1/25-9/30/26 10/1/26-9/30/27
$20,000 $150,000 $20,000
Pre Sub-Grant Activities Project Implementation Project Implementation
This Can Include: This Can Include: This Can Include:
e Setting Up Grant System * Any Pre Sub-Grant e Sub-Grant Final
e Draft Sub-Grant RFAs Activities unable to Reporting
* Opening RFA accomplish before 10/1/25 « Final Reporting to
* Holding Review Panel * Award Decisions DOEE

e Sub-Grant Project
Implementation
e Sub-Grant Awards Payment
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Grant Period Extension and Funding

Amendments

o Subject to DOEE’s determination 1) the grantee’s performance, 2) the
District’s need to maintain or increase the scope of work, 3) and the
availability of funds. DOEE may:

o Allow for grant funding amendment in Year 3 to support additional subgrant
projects.

o Extend the grant through two additional years (Years 4 and 5).

While this may be available, Applicants should not include additional funding in
Year 3, or any element of their project in year 4 and 5 in their project proposals.
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Questions?

2025SAS.grants@dc.gov
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