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DC SUSTAINABLE ENERGY UTILITY ADVISORY BOARD (DCSEUAB) MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Call to Order  

Chair Jamal Lewis called the meeting to order at 10:04 AM, February 10, 2026. Chair Lewis called a 

quorum of the DC Sustainable Energy Utility Advisory Board (DCSEUAB or Board) at 10:06 AM. The 

meeting was held virtually via Microsoft Teams video conference call meeting. 

Roll Call/Instructions 

The roll call was taken at 10:05 AM and the following people were in attendance: 

Board Members 

Name 
In Attendance? 

FY 2026 Regular Meetings 

Attendance Record 

Jamal Lewis - Board Chair (Mayor’s 

Designee) 
Yes 

5/5 

Mansi Talwar (Councilmember Allen) 
No 2/5 

Sandra Mattavous-Frye (or OPC proxy)  Yes 5/5 

Danielle Gurkin (PSC) 

 
Yes 

4/5 

Pending (Electric Company)  

 
N/A 

N/A 

Eric Jones (Building Management) Yes 5/5 

Vacant (Environment)  N/A N/A 

Sidra Siddiqui (Low-Income 

Community)  
Yes 

4/4 

Jaleel Shujath (Economic Development)  Yes 3/5 

Sasha Srivastava (Renewable Energy) Yes 4/5 

Vacant (Building Construction) N/A N/A 

Dr. Larry Martin – Vice Chair (Council 

Chairperson Mendelson) 
Yes 

5/5 

Pending (Gas Utility)  N/A N/A 

 

Other Attendees: Ben Burdick (DCSEU), Tamara Christopher (DCSEU), Jahmai Sharp (DCSEU), Patti 

Boyd (DCSEU), Crystal McDonald (DCSEU), James Clark (DCSEU), Doug Abbott (DCSEU), Philana 

Owusu (DCSEU), Emmett Deitcher (DCSEU), Rebecca Foster (VEIC), Jennifer Johnston (DOEE), Dr. 

Lance Loncke (DOEE), Hussain Karim (DOEE), Sarina Loy (Pepco), Adam Carlesco (OPC), Getahun 

Seyoum (OPC), Stephen Marencic (OPC),Yohannes Mariam (OPC), Alex Howard (WGL) 
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Approval of Agenda 

•  Eric Jones moved to approve the agenda and was seconded by Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin. All 

were in favor, none were opposed. 

Approval of January Meeting Minutes 

• Jaleel Shujath moved to approve the January meeting minutes and was seconded by Vice Chair 

Dr. Larry Martin. All were in favor, none were opposed. 

DCSEUAB FY24/FY25 Annual Report 

• Chair Jamal Lewis moved to approve the FY24/FY25 annual report and was seconded by Vice 

Chair Dr. Larry Marting. All were in favor, none were opposed. 

DCSEUAB Oversight Hearing Testimony  

• Adam Calesco (OPC) moved to approve the Board’s oversight hearing testimony and was 

seconded by Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin. Eric Jones abstained from voting. All were in favor, 

none were opposed. 

Proposed Invitation to Council 

• Sidra Siddiqui shared the proposed agenda for the Council lunch & learn on Thursday, March 19. 

2026 from 12pm-1pm: 
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• Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin highlighted the support from Councilmember Allen’s team. 

• Sidra Siddiqui mentioned that after budget season Councilmember Allen would be open to a more 

formal roundtable discussion.  

• Adam Carlesco (OPC) supported the agenda.  

• Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin moved to approve the proposed agenda and was seconded by Sasha 

Srivastava. 

DCSEU FY26 Q1 Report Out  

• Director Ben Burdick spoke to the following slides: 
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• Patti Boyd presented the following slides: 
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• Chair Jamal Lewis asked if the Board could get a high-level explanation of the building 

inconsistencies.  

• Patti Boyd (DCSEU) shared that the data for a restaurant in a building may be reported as whole 

building data when DCSEU just wants data for the singular restaurant. 

• Emmet Deitch (DCSEU) explained that each time a new person inputs data, then a new data entry 

shows, so when there is turnover, the data is difficult to match. 

• Direct Ben Burdick (DCSEU) highlighted that campuses are also challenging because those 

datasets are complex. 
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• Shyaam Simpson (DCSEU) spoke to the following slides: 

 

 

• Crystal McDonald (DCSEU) spoke to the following slides: 

 

• Chair Jamal Lewis asked if the DCSEU could define the Pipeline Needed. 

• Crystal McDonald (DCSEU) shared the Needed Pipeline is the amount of CO2e metric tons 

needed to help them meet the annual target for Commercial Custom. 

• Dr. Lance Loncke (DOEE) highlighted that this is the commercial target, not the overall 

benchmark, this rolls up to the energy performance metric. 
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• Philana Owusu presented the following: 
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• Chair Jamal Lewis asked how long it took to complete the urgent requests. 

• Philana Owusu (DCSEU) shared that the team will get back to the Board for this information. 

• Sidra Siddiqui inquired about the AHEP waitlist and wanted to know if there is enough funding 

for the people in the proposal phase. 

• Director Ben Burdick (DCSEU) shared that the DCSEU is evaluating how to prioritize projects 

and ensure clients on the waitlist are not left behind over the next several weeks. 

• James Clark (DSCEU) discussed the following slides: 
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• Chair Jamal Lewis noted that the contractors' statistics were impressive and inquired about the 

duration required to process the rebates. 

• Emmet Deitcher (DCSEU) shared that if the documentation is submitted correctly, the application 

could be approved in a couple of days. 

• Jahmai Sharp (DCSEU) presented the following slides: 
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Regulatory Updates 

• Hussain Karim (DOEE) shared that February 20, 2026, is the official date for DOEE’s 

performance oversight hearing for public witnesses and February 26, 2026, is for government 

witnesses. Subject to change. 

• Danielle Gurkin (PSC) mentioned that the PSC is now under Councilmember Allen’s committee. 

The oversight hearing is February 27, 2026. 

https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Hearings/hearings/2144
https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Hearings/hearings/2144
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New Business 

• Chair Jamal Lewis suggested the group hear from other sustainable energy utilities (SEU’s) to see 

if there are models the Board can learn from and suggest for implementation in DC. 

• Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin shared that he is supportive of setting up speakers to learn about 

other SEU models. Vice Chair, Dr. Martin, shared that it would be valuable to target 

organizations that have a similar mission to the DCSEU. He also suggested getting feedback on 

the questions to have a more targeted discussion. 

• Sidra Siqquidi mentioned her interest in hearing feedback from different community groups. 

• Dr. Lance Loncke (DOEE) asked: 

o What is the Board trying to accomplish? 

o What is the Board’s intention on communicating the District’s operational model versus 

their model? 

• Chair Jamal Lewis highlighted that the goal would be improved education and perspective on the 

DCSEU’s model. With increased education, it is possible for the Board to speak more confidently 

to the Boards model. 

• Eric Jones mentioned that he does not understand the ‘why’. What are we giving and what are we 

getting in return? 

• Dr. Lance Loncke reminded the Board that the DCSEU is of statutory requirements. 

• Chair Jamal Lewis mentioned that he needs to refine what the Board is interested in. Asked if he 

could see the background document on the DSCEU. 

• Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin highlighted that there isn’t a problem with the DCSEU, but there is 

always an opportunity to make things better.  

• Eric Jones mentioned that we do not know what the political landscape is going to be in the next 

year. 

• Dr. Lance Loncke (DOEE) shared that the DC Council database would need to be researched to 

see what was discussed before the Clean and Affordable Energy Act of 2008 (CAEA) was 

written. DOEE does not have official records, many open meetings, but no detailed records. With 

respect to the model, the CAEA legislation laid it out in a very broad context. The law gives 

performance benchmarks, but in terms of the targets are defined by the Board, DOEE, and the 

public. 

• Hussain Karim (DOEE) mentioned that CAEA has a lot of testimony and reports on what was 

considered for developing the SEU model and he offered to share those with the Board. 

Follow-up items 

• DCSEU to: 

o Provide an update on the AHEP urgent request projects (Philana Owusu). 

• DCSEUAB to: 

o Sign up and submit testimony for the oversight hearing on February 20. 

o Review council reports on CAEA (Hussain Karim to provide). 

o Submit Board's FY24/FY25 annual report to council. 

o Finalize panel member for council's lunch & learn on March 19. 

Board Action Items 

• Approval of meeting agenda 

• Approval of January minutes 

• Approval of FY24/FY25 Annual Report 
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• Approval of Oversight Hearing Testimony 

• Approval of agenda for Council lunch & learn on March 19 

Future Agenda Items 

• Approval of February Meeting Minutes 

• Oversight Hearing Testimony 

• Council Lunch & Learn 

• Legislative/Regularity Updates 

• New Business 

o Public Comment 

Adjournment 

• Chair Jamal Lewis adjourned the meeting at 11:58 AM. 

Acronyms used during this meeting 

• AHRA - Affordable Housing Retrofit Accelerator  

• ATO - Authorization to Operate 

• CAEA - Clean and Affordable Energy Act of 2008 

• CBE - Certified Business Enterprise 

• CREF - Clean Renewable Energy Facility  

• DCSEU - District of Columbia Sustainability Energy Utility 

• DOEE - Department of Energy and Environment 

• EEDR – Energy Efficiency and Demand Response 

• FC – Formal Case 

• GGRF – Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 

• MOTA – Mayor's Office of Talent and Appointments 

• OPC - Office of the People’s Counsel 

• PSC - Public Service Commission 

• SEICBP - Sustainable Energy Infrastructure Capacity Building and Pipeline Program  

• SETF - Sustainable Energy Trust Fund 

• VPP - Virtual Power Plant 

• WGL – Washington Gas Light 

 

 


