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Congratulations to All of Our Winners!

“The Bowser Administration and DOEE are proud to acknowledge this year's recipients of the
District Sustainability Awards,” said Richard Jackson, Director of DOEE. “These awards recognize
leaders in our community who demonstrate best practices, identify real-life cost savings and
champion businesses, individual efforts and nonprofit organizations that are giving back to the

community.”

Richard Jackson

For the second year, DOEE continues its partnership with
Destination DC (DDC) to present the awards at DDC's
Sustainability Summit. This partnership highlights the vital,
but often overlooked, link between sustainability, tourism,
and economic growth. This partnership also represents our
commitment to ensure the District continues to be the most
healthy, green, and livable city for all residents and visitors.

The Sustainability Awards recognize the individuals,
businesses, and organizations that have committed to
making the District their home and have made a real
difference in our city.

You can read more about the District’s sustainability goals at
sustainable.dc.gov and check out this year’s progress reports
for our trio of sustainability and climate plans: Sustainable
DC, Clean Energy DC, and Climate Ready DC.

The winners’ case studies are available at doee.dc.gov. Congratulations to all of our winners!

Richard Jackson
Director
Department of Energy & Environment (DOEE)



https://sustainable.dc.gov/

Ama

885 New Jersey Avenue Southeast MM/

Washington, DC 20003
Website: https://www.amarestaurant.bar/

Ama is a mission-driven restaurant in Washington, DC, dedicated to sustainability, nourishment,
and non-toxic dining. The establishment prioritizes regenerative agriculture, crafting full course
culinary experiences in a fully electric kitchen, with a commitment to being single-use plastic free
as well as polycarbonate, BPA & BPS free. Rooted in Northern Italian traditions, Ama’s menu
features responsibly sourced ingredients, free from industrial
seed oils and refined sugars, creating a dining experience that
supports both human and environmental health.

At Ama, sustainability begins with people, their team, guests,
and the neighborhood. Ama prioritizes wellness throughout the
company by ensuring clean air from an all-electric kitchen,
double catalytic carbon filtrated whole house water system,
reimbursement of educational books, volunteer programs and
high-quality, nourishing meals for staff. Ama emphasizes fair
wages, fully covered health insurance, work-life balance, and a
supportive culture, recognizing that a thriving team is essential
to a truly sustainable restaurant.

Ama operates within a
green/ LEED-certified building, which features a green roof,
a fully functioning zero-waste and waste reduction
program that is committed to waste diversion through
composting, ingredient repurposing, and donation
initiatives, ensuring minimal food waste. In addition, water
conservation,  sustainable packaging, micro-plastic
reduction and sustainable storage are at the heart of Ama’s
business ethos.

The fine dining establishment is a leader in microplastic-free water filtration to customers, non-
toxic cleaning practices, and a commitment to eliminating ultra-processed ingredients and
industrialized oils. By integrating these sustainability measures, Ama is setting a new standard
for environmentally responsible dining in DC, proving that a restaurant can serve exceptional
food while actively reducing its environmental impact.


https://www.amarestaurant.bar/

ELECTRIFY

Electrify DC '

2505 17th Street, NE

Washington, DC 20018 ‘

Website: electrifydc.org

Electrify DCis a non-profit organization dedicated to making it easier, faster, and more affordable
to decarbonize all homes. As a sustainable energy business in the district, their focus is to
promote building electrification, renewable energy adoption, and educating the public on ways
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Electrify DC was co-founded in 2023 by Donna
Sheler, a native Washingtonian, and Vanessa
Bertelli, who has lived in DC since 2010. Ideas
coupled together created visions for a region
where businesses, homeowners, and renters
work together to transform all homes into tools
to combat climate change, enhance resident
health and comfort, and create well-paying jobs
for the future. Electrify DC’s holistic approach
focuses on delivering an ecosystem of
interconnected programs to simplify, reduce the
cost, and accelerate decarbonizing homes.

Through various partnerships, Electrify DC is growing and implementing its network of programs
making it easier, faster and more affordable to decarbonize all homes. Through events like the
annual Healthy Homes Fair, which draws over 1000 homeowners and renters to learn about
technologies, products, services, and incentives available to decarbonize homes; the
Demonstration Sites program showcases best practice home
electrification opportunities.

Electrify DC has been studying the hosting capacity of the District’s
electrical grid, which is key to being able to decarbonize district
facilities and creating healthier homes for families. Electrify DC can
sustain these programs and initiatives through a $350,000 grant
awarded by the District Department of Energy and Environment.
These efforts directly contribute to the goals outlined in the
Sustainable DC 2.0 Plan, particularly in the areas of climate and
energy.




OurFarm DC @

2001 Mississippi Avenue, SE ourFarm
Washington, DC 20020

Website: ourfarmdc.org

OurFarm DC mission is to create sustainable food systems through partnerships with district
schools, foodbanks and communities. OurFarm DC develops urban agriculture programs
adhering to best practices for growing, maintaining and distributing locally grown food to
residents addressing food insecurity.

OurFarm has successfully partnered with The
Covenant House of Greater Washington (chdc.org)
to install a 320 square foot hydroponic container
farm and an organic garden at their community
resource center in Southeast DC (Ward 8). The
greenhouse grows over 100 pounds of fresh produce
- lettuce, leafy greens, herbs, and microgreens, per
week, year-round. Furthermore, this urban food hub
provides fresh produce throughout the growing

season to The Covenant House kitchen, which distributes meals to the homeless youth shelters
that operate across the region.

OurFarm DC has a circular economy business model that is in
its early stages of development. OurFarm DC package and
distributes organic salad mixes using produce grown at the site
and deliver to Martha's Table food pantry that serves daily free
groceries to food-insecure individuals. In addition, OurFarm DC
| sell salad kits in local cafes and grocery stores, and partner with
local restaurants, to help sustain their operations. Unique
partnerships have allowed OurFarm DC to hire returning
citizens who manage day-to-day operations through Run Hope
Work - a local workforce development organization.

The urban farm projects are all based in areas designated as
. food deserts; having been transformed into a food oasis
through |mplementat|on of green design and infrastructure of OurFarm DC programming.




Leonina Arismendi
Resident of Ward 5

Leonina regularly dedicates her time to citywide sustainable initiatives from leading clean ups in
the Anacostia River, growing food, flowers and herbs in her community garden; she is a source
of light and inspiration in her community. Her passions are teaching neighborhood kids how to
garden, compost, recycle and providing resources for access to healthy food in the summer. In
" 2024, Ms. Arismendi led a project called Up in the Air that
supported the Ward 5 community advocate for clean air
and has helped organize DOEE’s Rooting DC festival.

Ms. Arismendi and her family moved to the District four
years ago because of experiences with human trafficking.
She and her children were moved to a shelter for trans
people and lived there for six months. Ms. Arismendi used
this time to create a plan for her family. After her transition
from the shelter, she moved into an apartment and shortly
after started a community garden. She often engages her
children with environmental activities such as cleaning the district rivers and waterways, hikes
and other activities committed to protecting the environment. Furthermore, she works with
nonprofits to make environmental justice programs accessible to Latinos and using her influence
to bring awareness to programs like DC Water’s “Lead Free DC” campaign and amendments for
environmental justice policies with city council.

Ms. Arismendi is a woman of many skills and talents.
She is bilingual and volunteer with different nonprofits
that help people with food, language translation and a
strong advocate for human rights in Latino and Black
communities specially immigrant communities and
LGBTQA+ people.

Ms. Arismendi instills strong values in her children to
beautify every space and leaves places greener and
more beautiful than she found them. She deserves her
flowers and is grateful for the opportunity to be
recognized for her hard work and commitment to the
district and its residents.




Rodrick West
Resident of Ward 7

Rodrick West is an avid gardener and volunteer engaging with
organizations like the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay, The
University of the District of Columbia’s Master Gardener’s
Program, the Anacostia Watershed Society, the Mayor’s
Office,  Advisory = Neighborhood = Commission and
neighborhood clean-up events. These community
connections keep Mr. West connected to district waterways
and green spaces, deepening his appreciation for the
environment.

Since becoming a resident of Capitol View/Marshall Heights neighborhood of Ward 7, Mr. West
developed a vision for his property to become an oasis for nature in an urban place. His efforts
created a beautiful, healthy green space that has gained recognition of neighbors and his
community. His garden is a labor of love, a collection of experiences, and the product of trial and
error as he has become the unofficial neighborhood garden consultant. He enjoys sharing his
knowledge with his neighbors.

The District’'s RiverSmart Homes program
observed participation in Wards 7 and 8 that lags
significantly behind other Wards. Mr. Rodrick
speaks from his personal experiences that the
issues of stormwater and its management are a
real problem for homes East of the River, and he
has dedicated time to improving these issues
through gardening for wildlife and clean water.

Before Mr. West got involved with RiverSmart, he
did not have a garden. He uses his experience

with RiverSmart Homes connecting people who want to learn more with the resources to instruct
them. These people are paired with local contractors at DOEE programs.

As a block captain he plays a crucial role in increasing native pollinator gardens in Wards 7 and 8.
Mr. West is also active with DC Natives, a nonprofit organization whose goals synergize well with
Riversmart Homes. These practices not only help combat stormwater run-off and filtration, but
it fosters community spirit and cooperation while beautifying the neighborhood.



A-Peace LLC

P.O. Box 36112
Washington, DC 20020
Website: apeacellc.com

o
A-Peace LLC

A-Peace LLC is a DC-based property management and development company experienced in
creating sustainable living experiences for residents in seemingly undervalued neighborhoods.
A-Peace LLC is excited to bring renewable energy communities for residents to enjoy lower utility
bills & the benefits of new technology.

Currently, A Peace LLC is partnering with the DC
Sustainable Energy Utility (DCSEU) Workforce
Development Program to grow resident-focused
initiatives called the Stu-Ward Program. The Stu-Ward
Program was designed to expose live-in participants to
sustainable development with an opportunity for real
estate ownership.

. The Stu-Ward Program is a flagship initiative of the
- company and boasts an innovative approach to

teaching sustainable development practices while
preparing residents for long-term housing through ownership.

A-Peace LLC and CEO, Ayesha Hudson, owns and manages a 47-door portfolio that includes six
multifamily buildings. Beginning in 2018, A-Peace LLC has converted its 50% multifamily portfolio
to all-electric; and has installed solar panel roof systems on 50% of their multifamily portfolio
with our 12-unit hosting a community renewable energy facility (CREF) participating in the Solar
for All Program. The CREF site also boasts Nettie Farm where they organically grow fruits &
vegetables while nourishing the rich soil of Deanwood.

A-Peace LLC is actively working to install EV charging
stations at 50% of their multifamily properties with
the latest development documenting a newly
constructed nine-unit building. Along with the solar
roof, this property also features tankless water
heaters, dozens of native plant species, double-pane
windows and energy efficient appliances.




For additional information about the District Sustainability Award Winners, please contact the
Department of Energy and Environment, Urban Sustainability Administration, at (202) 535-2600.
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