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DC SUSTAINABLE ENERGY UTILITY ADVISORY BOARD (DCSEUAB) MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Call to Order  

Chair Jamal Lewis called the meeting to order at 10:04 AM, March 10, 2026. Chair Lewis called a quorum 

of the DC Sustainable Energy Utility Advisory Board (DCSEUAB or Board) at 10:05 AM. The meeting 

was held virtually via Microsoft Teams video conference call meeting. 

Board Members 

Name 
In Attendance? 

FY 2026 Regular Meetings 

Attendance Record 

Jamal Lewis - Board Chair (Mayor’s 

Designee) 
Yes 

6/6 

Mansi Talwar (Councilmember Allen) 
No 2/6 

Sandra Mattavous-Frye (or OPC proxy)  Yes 6/6 

Danielle Gurkin (PSC) 

 
Yes 

5/6 

Pending (Electric Company)  

 
N/A 

N/A 

Eric Jones (Building Management) Yes 6/6 

Vacant (Environment)  N/A N/A 

Sidra Siddiqui (Low-Income 

Community)  
Yes 

6/6 

Jaleel Shujath (Economic Development)  No 3/6 

Sasha Srivastava (Renewable Energy) Yes 5/6 

Vacant (Building Construction) N/A N/A 

Dr. Larry Martin – Vice Chair (Council 

Chairperson Mendelson) 
Yes 

6/6 

Pending (Gas Utility)  N/A N/A 

 

Other Attendees: Ben Burdick (DCSEU), Tamara Christopher (DCSEU), Jahmai Sharp (DCSEU), Patti 

Boyd (DCSEU), Crystal McDonald (DCSEU), Rebecca Foster (VEIC), Jennifer Johnston (DOEE), Dr. 

Lance Loncke (DOEE), Hussain Karim (DOEE), Dave Epley (DOEE), Peter Damrosch (DOEE), Sarina 

Loy (Pepco), Adam Carlesco (OPC), Yohannes Mariam (OPC) 
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Approval of Agenda 

•  Sidra Siddiqui moved to approve the agenda and was seconded by Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin. 

All were in favor, none were opposed. 

Approval of February Meeting Minutes 

• Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin moved to approve the February meeting minutes and was seconded 

by Sidra Siddiqui. All were in favor, none were opposed. 

Update on DCSEU FY27 Contract 

• Dr. Lance Loncke (DOEE) shared that DOEE will be pursuing the contract extension and the 

exact funding levels will be determined.   

DCSEUAB Oversight Hearing Testimony  

• Chair Jamal Lewis shared that Councilmember Allen inquired about Solar for All funding and he 

planned to provide a written response with DOEE’s support.  

• Sidra Siddiqui mentioned that during the public witnesses’ portion of the hearing, multifamily 

property owners joined and highlighted the positive impact of DCSEU incentives.   

Council Lunch & Learn 

• Sidra Siddiqui shared the final agenda for the Council lunch & learn on Thursday, March 19, 

2026 from 11:30am-12:30pm: 
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• Adam Carlesco (OPC) offered to guide the discussion with the energy affordability panel. 

• Jennifer Johnston (DOEE) plans to distribute meeting invites to the entire Board.  

EOM Engagement 

• Chair Jamal Lewis motioned to engage EOM in the Council lunch & learn, and the motion was 

seconded by Vice Chair Dr. Larry Martin. All were in favor, none were opposed. 

Regulatory Updates 

• Peter Damrosch (DOEE) discussed: 

o the PSC's approval of $150 million in spending over the next three years for the Project 

Pipes/DistrictSAFE program, including provisions for coordination between WGL, 

DOEE, and the DCSEU.  

o PSC's new formal case for long-term gas planning, starting with a six-month working 

group to discuss the planning process.  

o the DC Court of Appeals' decision to overturn the approval of Pepco's last rate increase 

due to the lack of full evidentiary hearings, and the ongoing implications with multiple 

parties filing motions.  

o FC 1186, the PSC's new docket on utility affordability, with comments filed by various 

organizations, including DOEE. The scope and specifics of this docket are yet to be 

determined (DOEE FC1186 comments available here).  

• Danielle Gurkin (PSC) provided the following information about the District SAFE decision: 

o The Modified District SAFE Plan represents a structural departure from the previously 

approved accelerated pipeline replacement program, PROJECTpipes. Specifically, the 

Modified Plan is a strategically focused risk-driven pipe replacement program, intended 

to avoid cascading leaks in the future by replacing aging, leak-prone high-risk mains and 

services, enhancing the safety and reliability of the natural gas system, and reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions for District residents while the District continues to solidify 

plans for full electrification. 

• Hussain Karim (DOEE) and Danielle Gurkin (PSC) discussed Council Member Allen's 

introduction of a bill, Guiding Renewable Interconnection and Distribution (GRID) Amendment 

Act of 2026, to improve interconnection processes and standards in the district. 

•  Danielle Gurkin (PSC) shared information during the March 26, 2026, hearing on affordability 

bills which will cover 6 agencies and the following bills: 

o Improving Tenant Access to Water Bills Amendment Act of 2025 

o Utility Disconnection Protection Act of 2025 - Prohibits utilities from disconnecting 

service to protected households during summer and winter months. Protected households 

include those with seniors, children, people with disabilities, people who are pregnant or 

recently postpartum, and recipients of certain public benefits. DOEE must administer the 

program. Utilities must offer payment plans to eligible customers and report monthly to 

PSC on arrearages and disconnections. 

o Automatic Enrollment in Utility Affordability Programs Act of 2025 - DOEE, in 

conjunction with PSC and OPC, must create a system to auto-enroll certain District 

residents into income-qualified utility affordability programs. DHS and DHCF must 

provide DOEE with enrollment data for SNAP, TANF, and Medicaid for DOEE to enroll 

these households in the utility affordability programs it administers. 

• DC Water Billing and Disconnection Modernization Amendment Act of 2025 

• Transparent Rates and Utility Expenses (TRUE) Amendment Act of 2026 - Requires housing 

providers to give prospective tenants certain items relating to charges for renting the unit, 

https://edocket.dcpsc.org/apis/api/Filing/download?attachId=238296&guidFileName=2439c0ea-481f-4338-a93d-ab1c5189a096.pdf
https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Legislation/B26-0602
https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Legislation/B26-0602
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including the method that the housing provider will use to allocate utility charges. Tenants will be 

allowed to request copies of utility bills from the housing provider, among other things, and 

utility charges will be unenforceable if the housing provider violates disclosure requirements. 

• Guiding Renewable Interconnection and Distribution (GRID)Amendment Act of 2026 - Reforms 

existing processes for District residents and solar developers on connecting their solar systems to 

the grid and establishes minimum standards for cost transparency, permitting timelines, and 

accountability for small general facilities. It also changes REC eligibility to encourage in-District 

renewable projects and limit external REC sources. 

Follow-up items 

• DCSEUAB to personally drop off Council lunch & learn invitations to Councilmembers offices.  

• DOEE to distribute March 19th Council lunch & learn calendar invite. 

Board Action Items 

• Approval of meeting agenda 

• Approval of February minutes 

• Approval of EOM engagement 

Future Agenda Items 

• Approval of March Meeting Minutes 

• Council Lunch & Learn 

• FY26 Q2 Report Out 

• Legislative/Regularity Updates 

• New Business 

o Public Comment 

Adjournment 

• Chair Jamal Lewis adjourned the meeting at 11:01 AM. 

Acronyms used during this meeting 

• AHRA - Affordable Housing Retrofit Accelerator  

• ATO - Authorization to Operate 

• CAEA - Clean and Affordable Energy Act of 2008 

• CBE - Certified Business Enterprise 

• CREF - Clean Renewable Energy Facility  

• DCSEU - District of Columbia Sustainability Energy Utility 

• DOEE - Department of Energy and Environment 

• EEDR – Energy Efficiency and Demand Response 

• FC – Formal Case 

• GGRF – Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 

• MOTA – Mayor's Office of Talent and Appointments 

• OPC - Office of the People’s Counsel 

• PSC - Public Service Commission 

• SEICBP - Sustainable Energy Infrastructure Capacity Building and Pipeline Program  

• SETF - Sustainable Energy Trust Fund 

• WGL – Washington Gas Light 

 


