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The Anacos�a Parks & Community Collabora�ve is a network of residents and community organiza�ons 
who come together to celebrate the Anacos�a River.  Our membership, which includes environmental 
experts and diverse local voices, reflects our community-first vision for how the Anacostia River and park 
system can support the physical, mental and economic well-being of district residents.  We appreciate 
the opportunity to comment in support of the Emergency Rulemaking re: Nuisance Odor Regula�ons. 

This emergency rulemaking is necessary because polluters in the district could exploit this and other 
regulatory loopholes to emit vast amounts of harmful toxins into the air without facing serious 
consequences. These loopholes, supported by corporate polluters who have the money to delay 
common sense regula�ons and enforcement through legal ac�on, shield industrial facili�es like refineries 
and industrial plants from repor�ng emissions and paying fines, and discourage companies from 
upgrading their facili�es to cleaner and more efficient technology. 

Excess air pollu�on is a chronic public health problem.  Dispropor�onately located in disfavored 
neighborhoods like Ivy City, the dirty emissions released by these polluters cause severe health and 
economic impacts on the people and communi�es who live nearby.   This has gone on too long and 
overburdened communi�es need immediate relief. 

Though this loophole is being closed by this rulemaking, it is only temporary. As long as these loopholes 
are available to polluters, communi�es who live near these facili�es will be at risk of being exposed to 
soot, smog, and other toxic chemicals including carcinogens and neurotoxicants. Allowing nuisance 
odors to be eliminated or mi�gated more quickly by removing requirements that polluters exploited to 
not make upgrades to their facili�es helps protect the health of residents who are impacted by these 
odors and the emissions causing them. Therefore, APACC and its allies would like to see this emergency 
rulemaking, which will likely expire in February 2025, made permanent so that polluters are unable to go 
back to business as usual.  Thank you.  
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