
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 9, 2024 
 
Mr. Joseph Jakuta 
District of Columbia Department of Energy & Environment  
Air Quality Division 
1200 First Street, NE 
Floor 5 
Washington, D.C. 20002  
 

Re: Public Comments on Proposed Amendments to Nuisance Odor Regulations 
 
Dear Mr. Jakuta:  
 
The District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority (“DC Water”) appreciates the opportunity 
to provide comments on the District of Columbia Department of Energy & Environment’s 
(“DOEE”) emergency and proposed amendments to its Nuisance Odor Regulations, Chapter 9 of 
Title 20 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (“DCMR”), as published in D.C. 
Register Vol. 71-45 dated November 8, 2024 (“Proposed Rule”).  As the District’s water and sewer 
service provider, DC Water operates a regional wastewater treatment plant, nineteen hundred 
(1,900) miles of sanitary and combined sewers, numerous flow-metering stations, and off-site 
wastewater pumping stations and appurtenances, and is therefore one of the main sources within 
the District impacted by the proposed regulations.  
 
DC Water supports the following proposed changes: 

 
1. Removing the requirement that a professional engineer certify engineering controls 

proposed in a source’s odor control plan (“OCP”).    
2. Allowing equipment installed in accordance with an OCP to obtain the necessary 

Chapter 2 permits after the equipment is installed.  
 
DC Water supports these changes as they will facilitate quicker implementation of a source’s OCP.   
DC Water seeks clarification on one important aspect of DOEE’s proposal to allow the installation 
of odor control equipment without first receiving a Chapter 2 permit: DC Water requests that 
DOEE’s final rule specifies that this change to permit requirements will apply retroactively to any 
equipment installed after August 4, 2023 – the date that DOEE’s initial odor control plan 
regulations were finalized.  
 
Further, while DC Water appreciates the proposed amendments above that respond to our 
comments on the initial rule, DC Water wants to reiterate the importance of the additional changes 
suggested in its original comments, including the following: 
 



 

 
 
Citation and DOEE Regulation DC Water’s Proposed Revision 
903.3(a) 
(a) The source emits odorous air pollutants that are 
detected by a trained inspector using a field 
olfactometer when one (1) volume of odorous air 
has been diluted with two (2) or more volumes of 
odor-free air, as measured at a location or locations 
where it is likely odorous air pollutants will be 
detected given the prevailing atmospheric 
conditions . . . 

903.3(a) 
(a) The source emits odorous air pollutants 
that are detected by a trained inspector using 
a field olfactometer when one (1) volume of 
odorous air has been diluted with seven (7) 
or more volumes of odor-free air, as 
measured at a location or locations where it 
is likely odorous air pollutants will be 
detected given the prevailing atmospheric 
conditions . . . 

903.7 
(b) Upon issuance of an order under § 106, which 
DOEE shall not issue for activities it determines to 
be essential for health and safety, cease nuisance-
causing odor-emitting activities. 

This provision should be removed entirely. 

903.12 
The owner or operator shall report all deviations 
from the OCP to the Department within three (3) 
business days of the deviation . . . 
 

903.12 
The owner or operator shall report all 
deviations from the OCP to the Department 
within seven (7) business days of the 
deviation . . . 
 

  
DC Water reiterates these points made in earlier comments that the proposed amendment, without 
incorporation of these comments, could impact critical wastewater treatment services that aim to 
protect public health and the environment. DC Water requests that DOEE respond to the 
comments. 
 
DC Water appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Rule and looks forward to 
working with DOEE to develop meaningful regulations. Please do not hesitate to contact Meena 
Gowda, Deputy General Counsel at DC Water with questions about the above comments at 202-
787-2628 or Meena.Gowda@dcwater.com. 

 

Best, 

 
 
Marc Battle 
Chief Legal Officer and Executive Vice-President, Government and Legal Affairs 
District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority  

mailto:Meena.Gowda@dcwater.com

