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The pledge established a formal collaboration between the District Government and the
District’s higher education institutions to pursue and promote programs, policies, and
projects that advance environmental, economic, and social progress. All universities based
in the District signed on: American University, The Catholic University of America, Corcoran
College of Art and Design, Gallaudet University, The George Washington University,
Georgetown University, Howard University, Trinity Washington University, and the
University of the District of Columbia. Given the varied contexts of each institution that
signed it, the pledge included a flexible checklist of actions to strive for in the following
categories: 

In February 2012, nine university
presidents, representing some of the
nation’s most prestigious higher
education institutions, joined then-
Mayor Vincent C. Gray to sign the
District of Columbia Mayor’s College
and University Sustainability Pledge
(CUSP). This was a first-of-its-kind
compact between a city’s higher
education sector and its local
government to advance sustainability.
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Since the signing of the original pledge, the
universities have evolved sustainability
programs on their campuses and used CUSP
as an avenue to collaborate and learn from
each other. In April 2019, they reaffirmed
their sustainability partnership with the
District through a new pledge signing with
Mayor Muriel Bowser.* The updated pledge
adjusted the universities’ commitments to be
collective targets to strive for as a higher
education sector in the areas of:
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This case study highlights just some of the sustainability initiatives on university campuses
in the District since CUSP was launched. Each university contributed key achievements that
fall within one of the pledge areas. Staff at the District of Columbia's Department of
Energy and Environment (DOEE) then worked with the universities to review and edit the
case study so that there was a balanced variety of initiatives highlighted and initiatives
were accurately represented. The case study is not a comprehensive list of actions
universities have taken related to the pledge or sustainability broadly. There are also
several achievements that cut across multiple pledge areas, such as that DC’s universities
have more than 45 buildings certified through the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED
green building rating system, that several universities have developed or are developing
sustainability strategic plans, and that sustainability is integrated into the academic
offerings at many of the campuses. 

* Since the 2012 pledge, Corcoran College of Art and Design became a part of The George Washington
University so the total number of universities decreased from nine to eight but still represented all DC-
based higher education institutions



Several universities have implemented climate mitigation efforts to reduce greenhouse
gases.

American University became the first U.S. university to achieve carbon neutrality in
2018 through an approach that prioritized reducing emissions through improved
efficiency and behavior change, installing and utilizing renewable energy both on
campus and beyond, and strategically using offsets.

As part of its goal to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions with minimal
reliance on offsets by 2035, as committed to in its Laudato Si’ Action Plan,
Georgetown University has reduced scope 1 and 2 emissions by 32% as of 2023
compared to a 2006 baseline using a location-based calculation, or 68% using a
market-based calculation.

Trinity Washington University’s student-led Sustainability Initiatives Club has
increased awareness about climate change and what individuals can do to become
more sustainable through the Trinity Times, a student-operated digital publication and
platform.

Gallaudet University was awarded a grant from DOEE to reduce transportation
emissions by replacing a diesel shuttle with an electric, zero-emission model.
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The West Campus Solar Array at The Catholic University of America, which began
producing electricity in summer 2024, is the Washington metropolitan region’s largest
urban solar array at six megawatts. The array supplies renewable energy not only to the
university, but also to the greater community. This solar array is in addition to the seven
rooftop and carport arrays added to campus between 2009 and 2012. 
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Georgetown University is undertaking a campus-wide plan to update aging solar
infrastructure and to add solar infrastructure to new buildings. The New Residential
Complex, which will come online in fall 2025, is 80% covered by solar panels. This
generated energy will go back to the campus plant and be redistributed across campus.

The Catholic University of America’s Urban Solar Array



American University completed more than fifty efficiency projects in the past twelve
years, including the conversion of the district steam system to a low-temp hot water
system and the updating of exterior lighting to LED fixtures. In addition, all new
construction is designed to achieve LEED Gold at minimum and American University
broke ground on its first geothermal project in 2024.

Howard University partnered with Volt Energy to install 1.7 Megawatts of solar across
multiple campus buildings and converted 100% of its exterior lighting to energy-
efficient LEDs.
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Howard University Solar Array


























