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Who we are and what 

we do
u Social enterprise dedicated to increasing the capacity for food production in the 

city by giving residents access to the tools, education and resources needed to 

grow more efficiently, and support a hyperlocal food economy. 

u School Garden Management and Classes, Community Garden and Urban Farm Site 

Management, CSA, Restaurant Sales, Site Consultations and Nursery in NE DC

u By the numbers for 2025: 

u  6 Sites, 1+ Acre of total space, 200+ CSA members over 3 seasons, 3 restaurants 

  - Grew/Distributed 120,000 lbs+ of locally grown produce! (60/40 breakdown

            



International Projects

u Panchgini, India ð 2 acre trial plot (2014 -
2016)

u Commercial Strawberry Farm

u 96% reduced water use

u Eliminated spraying of Copper 
Sulfate

u 4X yield from same footprint, ½ 
labor

u  Medellin, Columbia (2017-2018)

u Vertical School Garden ð Fundacion 
Marina Orth

u Workshop Series for farmers, urban 
residents and students ð Botanical 
Garden of Medellin



Rooftop Farming @ Nationals Park ð 

Crate Farming u 3 zones with 2000 + fabric root pouches in Milk 

Crates ð 4200 sq ft. 

u Filled with blend of custom lightweight, rooftop 

growing media

u Irrigated by micro -drip system with water 

soluble nutrient supplement as needed

u Weight load is a primary concern



Cultivate the City CSA Program
Support DC school gardens, local farmers and food businesses!

Receive 8 locally grown fruits 

and vegetables, an herb and a 

finished food product every 

week. Your harvest will include 

recipes, food preservation tips 

and scattered bonuses 

throughout the season

2025 Summary

Å ~80,000 lbs of produce grown across our 

sites

Å ~45,000 lbs of produce procured from 

local farms

Å ~$35,000 invested in local farm economy

Å +25 farms supported



Wholesale production and 

Tropical Houseplants
u Partnership with a local nurseries and hardware 

stores

u Wholesale support, consignment, plant breeding 
and production, classes, special events and much 
more! - Based out of NE DC near the Arboreteum

u Monthly Makers Market in Silver Spring (Plants 
Alive)

u Can also find our plants locally at WS Jenks and 
Son and Old City Market and Oven in NE DC



Why use containers to 

garden?

u Main limitation - no space to garden; balcony, 

yard, rooftop, driveway, yard, windowsill 

u Add color

u Avoid soil contamination

u Portability

u Move things indoors as needed

u Cluster Plants- tiered plantings (tall, medium 

and creeper)

u Main Criteria for selection: Size, Material, 

Drainage



Choosing your 

pots: Plastic

u Lightweight, disposable, easy to 

stack, and move when not in use

u Not ideal for root development ð 

swirling tap root and temperature 

issues



Choosing your 

pots: Ceramic

u Come in a variety of colors and 

shapes

u Heavy-weight and hard to move

u Can crack or chip 

u Takes up a lot of room even when 

not in use

u Dries out easily

u Roots better protected from 

elements



u Fold up for easy storage 
when not in use

u Comes in various colors and 
sizes

u Machine-Washable

u Lasts for 10+ years

u Multiple uses in the garden

u Made from Recycled Plastic 
Bottles- Each bale keeps 
1500 bottles out of waste 
stream

u Reduced carbon footprint of 
shipping and storage!



Healthy roots = 

whole lot of fruits!

u Air Pruning results in robust root 
structure and prevents root circling

u Root zone aeration and 
temperature regulation

u Prevents overwatering, easy flush

u Beneficial bacteria and 
mycorrhizae thrive

u Great for use in hydroponic 
systems or soil

u Minimize transplant shock - nest 
your pots


