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Environmentally Preferable Products or Services (EPPS) 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
1. What are environmentally preferable products and services? 

• Definition: An environmentally preferable product or service also, referred to as 
“EPPS,” is a good or service that is less harmful to human health and the 
environment when compared with competing goods or services that serve the same 
purpose. The factors to be compared include raw materials acquisition, production, 
manufacturing, packaging, distribution, reuse, operation, maintenance, or disposal 
of the product. 
 

2. How do environmentally preferable products differ from conventional ones? 
• Differentiation: Environmentally preferable products typically require  less energy 

and water, produce fewer greenhouse gas emissions and pollutants, use renewable 
resources, are made from recycled materials, and are designed for durability and 
recyclability. Conventional products may lack these environmental considerations. 
 

3. Are environmentally preferable products and services more expensive? 
• Costs: While upfront costs may sometimes be higher, environmentally preferable 

products can often save money in the long run through reduced energy and water 
consumption, lower maintenance costs, and potential incentives or rebates for eco-
friendly choices. 
 

4. Do environmentally preferable products and services perform as well as conventional 
ones? 

• Performance: In many cases, yes. Advancements in technology and materials have 
led to environmentally preferable products that perform on par with or even exceed 
the performance of conventional counterparts. However, performance can vary 
depending on the specific product and application. 
 

5. What are the environmental benefits of using environmentally preferable products and 
services? 

• Benefits: Environmental benefits include reduced greenhouse gas emissions, 
conservation of natural resources, protection of biodiversity, improved air and water 
quality, and minimized waste generation. 
 

6. How can businesses such as Certified Business Enterprises (CBEs) transition to 
offering more environmentally preferable products or services? 

• Transition: Businesses can conduct a sustainability assessment, set environmental 
goals, prioritize eco-friendly purchasing policies, collaborate with their suppliers, 
invest in research and development, and educate employees and customers about 
the importance of sustainability and green products. 
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7. Are there any certifications or ecolabels that indicate a product or service is 
environmentally preferable? 
• Yes, look for eco-labels, certifications, and third-party endorsements such as the 

following: 
o ENERGY STAR for energy-efficient products 
o USDA Organic for organic food and agricultural products  
o LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) for green building design 

and construction 
o Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) for paper products 
o Ecologo/UL for custodial products 
o EPEAT Registered for electronics 
o Green Seal for custodial, cafeteria, and/or construction products 

• You can access an updated list of ecolabels on the EPA website at: 
https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/recommendations-specifications-standards-
and-ecolabels-federal-purchasing  
 

8. Can using environmentally preferable products or services contribute to reducing 
carbon emissions and combating climate change? 

• Climate Change: Absolutely. By reducing energy consumption, using renewable 
resources, and minimizing greenhouse gas emissions and other pollutants, 
environmentally preferable products and services play a crucial role in mitigating 
climate change. 
 

9. What steps can individuals take to support the adoption of environmentally preferable 
products and services? 

• Individual Action: Individuals can prioritize purchasing environmentally preferable 
products, advocate for sustainable practices within their communities and 
workplaces, support policies and initiatives that promote sustainability, and 
educate others about the benefits of eco-friendly choices 

 
10. What are the legal requirements for purchase of EPPS in the District? 

• District procurement law promotes the purchase of EPPS to the maximum extent 
feasible. All contracts over $100,000 must have a certification from the Department 
of Energy and Environment (DOEE) confirming that the procurement includes EPPS 
to the maximum extent practicable or a statement from DOEE waiving the 
requirement that the procurement incudes EPPS.  Acceptable reasons for a waiver 
include that the good or service's sustainable option is not available, will not meet 
performance standards, or is too costly, among other grounds. District government 
procurement staff are responsible for ensuring the certification or waiver is included 
in the contract package. Please refer to the Procurement Practices Reform Act of 
2010, and the Green Food Amendment Act of 2021 for additional information on the 
District’s legal obligations regarding sustainable procurement.   

 
 

https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/recommendations-specifications-standards-and-ecolabels-federal-purchasing
https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/recommendations-specifications-standards-and-ecolabels-federal-purchasing
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11. What is the EPPS review time period before a procurement package goes to OCP? 
• The EPPS review process takes place before the official procurement lifecycle 

begins. Particularly for non-emergency contracts over $100,000, after market 
research has been conducted and the statement of work (SOW) and independent 
government estimate (IGE) have been drafted, please email these documents to 
sppdc@dc.gov for review. The review period will typically take 2-5 business days, 
but could take less time, depending on the length of the procurement package. 
 

12. Which version of the NIGP codebook should be used to identify commodity codes? 
• We recommend three options when searching for 7-digit commodity codes: 

1. Use the DSLBD CBE Search Portal at https://dcdslbd.my.salesforce-
sites.com/public/DC_CBE_Certified_Contractors_Search.  

2. View and download the EPPS NIGP Code Search Tool at 
https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing.   

3. Use a third-party site such as Georgia Procurement Registry or Texas 
Comptroller Index. Note that these indices only extend to the 5-digit NIGP 
code.  
 

13. When entering a requisition into EPPS, is there a difference between “No” and “N/A”? 
• The “No” option should be selected if (1) the product or service category is not on the 

current EPPS list, and does not qualify as environmentally sensitive or sustainable, or 
(2) The product category qualifies as EPPS, but another reason such as cost, 
performance, or availability exempts the EPPS product from purchase. In the future, the 
No selection will require justification. 

• N/A or Not Applicable is an option that has been used as the default choice in the past. 
PASS Ariba users have selected Not Applicable when opting to waive the EPPS 
requirement. However, NA should only be selected if the product category truly 
does not qualify as EPPS. In the future, the NA option will be removed to reduce 
confusion and streamline the EPPS selection in PASS Ariba. 
 

14. For procurements under $100,000, is the purchase of an EPPS required? 
• The green procurement law specifically references contracts in excess of $100,000 

at § 2–361.01. Green procurement. | D.C. Law Library (dccouncil.gov). The law 
requires that an environmental certification or waiver be issued for non-emergency 
contracts above this dollar threshold. However, for contracts and requisitions under 
$100,000, we strongly recommend purchasing an EPPS option whenever feasible. 
The District is mandated to procure EPPS to the maximum extent practicable, 
irrespective of the procurement value. In the future, any purchases that are not 
EPPS will require justification and may be subject to additional review. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sppdc@dc.gov
https://dcdslbd.my.salesforce-sites.com/public/DC_CBE_Certified_Contractors_Search
https://dcdslbd.my.salesforce-sites.com/public/DC_CBE_Certified_Contractors_Search
https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing
https://ssl.doas.state.ga.us/gpr/loadNigpSearch
https://commbook.app.cpa.state.tx.us/
https://commbook.app.cpa.state.tx.us/
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/2-361.01
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15. For grants, is there general language that can be inserted into the agreement? 
• Grant writers may reference the EPPS Guide’s C.4 background language intended 

for EPPS contracts, which states the following: 
 
“The District of Columbia is committed to procuring quality goods and services in a 
timely manner and reasonable cost that support the District meeting its 
sustainability goals. The District aims to improve worker health, conserve natural 
resources, and prevent pollution through this activity. Environmental components to 
be considered include: recycled content and recyclability; energy efficiency; and 
the presence of undesirable materials in the products, especially toxic chemicals 
which are persistent and bio-accumulative. Environmental requirements related to 
sustainability and environmentally preferable purchasing goals are embedded 
throughout this contract.” 
 
More information related to sustainable purchasing product categories can be 
found at https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing.  
 
It should be noted that grants/NOGA are currently out of scope for EPPS at this time 
(April 2024). 
 

16. Who needs to report on vendors’ performance for EPPS? 
• Contractors are responsible for providing an EPPS report to the Contract 

Administrator as outlined in the EPPS Guide's Section C.5 Requirements: EPPS 
Reporting. District government procurement staff and agency program staff must 
ensure that vendors are fulfilling the EPPS requirements of their contracts and 
should work with vendors to complete the EPPS Reporting Contractor Template, 
located on the DOEE Sustainable Purchasing website at 
https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing. Reporting should be 
completed annually or as requested. 
 

17. If vendors provide feedback that a particular EPPS is not available, will 
accommodations be made to waive the EPPS requirement? 

• Yes, in the event that an EPPS option is not available, a process will be established 
to streamline a waiver, post an exemption to the DOEE Sustainable Purchasing 
website, or both. 
 

18. What support will vendors receive related to EPPS training? 
• The EPPS team will continue collaborating with OCP to develop vendor-specific and 

industry-specific training on both EPPS and NIGP commodity codes.  

https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doee/service_content/attachments/02_EPPS%20Guide_ReadMe.pdf
https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing
https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doee/service_content/attachments/02_EPPS%20Guide_ReadMe.pdf
https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing

