	
	
	



Furniture
Copy and Paste the Following Specification Language into the appropriate section of your Statement of Work

Definitions:
Environmentally Preferable Product or Services (EPPS): A good or service that is less harmful to human health and the environment when compared with competing goods or services that serve the same purpose. The factors to be compared include raw materials acquisition, production, manufacturing, packaging, distribution, reuse, operation, maintenance, or disposal of the product. Information on EPPSs recognized by the District and their corresponding EPPS requirements can be found here: https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing.
BIFMA Level: A certification is based on the ANSI/BIFMA e3-2019 standard, which was developed through a multi-stakeholder consensus process with manufacturers, government representatives, and other parties. Level certification means that an independent third party has certified that the product meets the criteria of the e3 standard. The standard includes prerequisites and optional credits in the following categories: materials, energy and atmosphere, human and ecosystem health, and social responsibility. The number of optional credits achieved determines the “level” of certification.
Cradle to Cradle: A multiattribute standard covering products like carpet across five areas: material health, material reutilization, renewable energy and carbon management, water stewardship, and social fairness. Products can be certified from Bronze to Platinum. Bronze requires basic inventory and a commitment to improvement, while higher levels require meeting performance thresholds in all categories and building on lowerlevel requirements. Certified products are listed in the Cradle to Cradle Certified Products Registry.
*** If the above terms are used in the solicitation, the associated definition must be included. Agency staff should also review the specification guidance document and determine if additional definitions are needed to fit the scope of the procurement. ***


Background:
The District of Columbia is committed to procuring quality goods and services in a timely manner and reasonable cost that support the District meeting its sustainability goals. The District aims to improve worker health, conserve natural resources, and prevent pollution through this activity. Environmental components to be considered include: recycled content and recyclability; energy efficiency; and the presence of undesirable materials in the products, especially toxic chemicals which are persistent and bio-accumulative. Environmental requirements related to sustainability and environmentally preferable purchasing goals are embedded throughout this contract.

Applicable Documents 
	Item No.
	Document Type
	Document Title 
	Date

	1
	DC Office of Contracting & Procurement Policy
	EPPS Specification Guidance for Furniture 

https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doee/service_content/attachments/Final%20-%20Furniture%20Additional%20Information_0.pdf
	Most Current


	2
	Regulation
	DC Code § 2–361.01. Green procurement.

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/2-361.01

	Most Current


	3
	Eco Label
	Certify A Product — LEVEL by BIFMA
	2009

	4
	Eco Label
	Cradle to Cradle Certified® - Cradle to Cradle Products Innovation Institute
	2026

	5
	Regulation
	Testing of VOCs using Small Scale Environemental Chambers
	2017



Scope
In alignment with the District’s sustainability goals, Contractors are expected to incorporate Environmentally Preferable Products and Services (EPPS) defined as goods or services that minimize harm to human health and the environment when compared to alternatives serving the same function. Evaluation of EPPS includes consideration of factors such as raw material sourcing, production methods, packaging, distribution, reuse potential, operational efficiency, maintenance, and end-of-life disposal. 

Requirements
Furniture purchased by the District of Columbia shall be certified under at least one (1) of the following standards:
· BIFMA Level (certified at Level 1, 2, or 3), with scorecard provided that shows the product meets the emissions requirements of BIFMA e3 criterion 7.6.2.	Comment by Cross, Jesse (DOEE): Please write up definitions and applicable docs for these standards 
· Cradle to Cradle (certified as Bronze, Silver, Gold, or Platinum). Products certified as Bronze or Silver shall also indicate that they meet the VOC emissions performance described in BIFMA e3 criterion 7.6.2.	Comment by Cross, Jesse (DOEE): please write up a definition for VOC
The emissions requirements in BIFMA e3 criterion 7.6.2 are as follows: Products shall satisfy California EPA’s OEHHA’s reference exposure VOC limits in the CA Section 01350 specification, California Department of Public Health, Standard Practice for the Testing of Volatile Organic Emissions from Various Sources using Small-Scale Environmental Chambers.	Comment by Cross, Jesse (DOEE): Please link as an applicable document

Reporting
Annually or as requested, the Contractor shall submit to the Contract Administrator an EPPS Report via online form, indicating that the products or services supplied to the District comply with the District’s EPPS criteria. To facilitate consistent reporting on this contract, an EPPS Report template is available to assist Contractors in meeting the District’s EPPS reporting requirements on the Sustainable Purchasing Program web page at https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing.
The following information shall be included in the EPPS Report:
a. Contractor Name
b. Contract Award Date
c. Contract Number
d. PO Number
e. Product Description - Manufacturer Description of Product
f. SKU or Model
g. Number of Units Sold
h. Price Per Unit
i. Total Cost
j. Compliance with DC Environmental Criteria (Yes/No) – Indicate whether each item purchased is compliant with DC environmental
requirements (e.g. Green Seal certified)
k. EPPS Category
l. Environmental Criteria
m. EPPS Other, if applicable
n. Name and Contact Information
o. Comments, if any
Deliverables 
	CLIN
	Deliverable 
	Format and Method of Delivery
	Due Date 

	
	EPPS Report 
	Via online form
	Annually or as requested



Additional EPPS Contract Language:
Please work with your contracting team to insert the following language into the designated sections of your contract 
Section D: Packaging and Marking Environmental Guidance
Where vendors use packaging in addition to manufacturer packaging, the District encourages vendors to select packaging that minimizes or eliminates the use of disposable containers and/or incorporates recycled content. For example, where appropriate, vendor packaging using reusable crates or reusable pallets is preferred over boxed packaging. 
For corrugated cardboard packaging (also known as containerboard packaging), the District encourages vendors to use versions that contain a minimum of 25% by weight of post-consumer materials, which is the minimum post-consumer content level for packaging specified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines. 
Vendors are encouraged to use packaging that does not contain packaging inks, dyes, pigments, adhesives, stabilizers, and additives with levels of lead, cadmium, mercury or hexavalent chromium in packaging inks, dyes, pigments, adhesives, stabilizers, and additives equal to or greater than 100 parts per million, which is consistent with packaging statutes adopted by 19 U.S. states. The following exceptions apply to this heavy metal threshold recommendation for packaging:
a. Packaging made from recycled materials.
b. Packaging that is essential to the protection, safe handling, or function of the package's contents (e.g., medical product and devices).
c. Packages and packaging components for which there is no feasible alternative. 
d. Reusable packaging for products that are subject to other federal or state health, safety, transportation, or disposal requirements (i.e., hazardous waste).
e. Packaging having a controlled distribution and reuse (i.e., beverage containers subject to mandatory deposit requirements).
f. Packaging or packaging component that is glass or ceramic where the decoration has been vitrified and when tested, and meets specific requirements.

For a full explanation of exceptions, see Section 5/Exceptions, Toxic in Packaging Clearinghouse Model Legislation, available at: https://toxicsinpackaging.org/model-legislation/model/
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