
Ivy City Climate Resilience Strategy

Community Feedback
“Which Features are Right for Lewis Crowe Park? “ From Community Meeting 4/12/2025 Site Interview 

OPEN SPACE FOR 
GATHERING KIDS’ PLAY AREA SHADE & COOLING ACCESS TO 

NATURE
LIGHTING & PARK 
INFRASTRUCTURE DOG PARK Now I only use the park as a 

shortcut to the road. The play 
structure here is just for small 
kids, so my daughter doesn’t 
come here anymore. Also, the 
metal structure gets really hot in 
the summer.

A natural playground sounds 
good. We also need places to sit 
and watch the children.

I love the trees—there are some 
beautiful flowering ones here—
but they’re not doing well. A lot 
of them look like they’re dying.

There’s a daycare nearby, but 
kids rarely come to the park. 
The park is not a good place for 
children because of the drug 
issue. Parents have to be there to 
watch their kids. 

More trees and lighting, and 
better fences.

I give out food from groceries to 
community members in the park. 
It’s like a pop-up. Some people 
here are lacking resources. 

I work here, live nearby and 
I’m also a park user. I love this 
community. Empower DC made 
the two murals in the park to 
memorize a family from here. 
They need to be repainted and 
we can add some flowers. 

We would love to have a 
community garden. There used 
to be a greenhouse here that 
grew sunflowers. People love 
it. But then it was removed by 
Housing Authority Police. 

I loved the park when there used 
to be a greenhouse and a grill. 
We’d meet with friends and have 
parties here. Sometimes people 
would give out food, too.

If we had more benches, my 
friends and I could sit here 
and eat snacks. We also need 
drinking fountains. I’d love for 
the park to stay open all the 
time, so lighting would really 
help.

My grandson used to come here 
when he was little. But now, 
there’s nothing in the park for 
teenagers.

I love the park. I walk my dog 
twice everyday and talk to people 
here. A dog park would be great 
so dogs can run freely. 

I don’t walk my dog when it’s 
dark. But sometimes the park is 
closed even during the day. I’ve 
complained about it. It would be 
great if it could stay open all the 
time.

Michael - Nearby Resident   Hannelory - Park User   Diana - Food Distributor Sebrena - Community Organizer Lisa - Park User

We need more police. 
I would rather to keep 
children in the school 
and make the park just a 
place for nature due to the 
concern of the safety and 
busy road.

I’m living right across from 
the park. I don’t want the 
grill to come back. This will 
bring too much people and 
di�icult to keep it clean.

Grill! We want it back!
There should also be place 
for storage so that someone 
can take charge of it.

Sometimes people walk 
their dogs in the park. We 
need poops containers and 
more trashcans. Is there 
some plant can absorb the 
bad smell as well?

Trees! Definitely. We want 
trees, flowers and benches. 
Shades can also be cool.
Keep the fence closed at 
night, but there should be 
more lighting. And prevent 
people from jumping into 
the adjacent courtyards.

There’s no place for elder 
kids now. All-age kids play 
sound good. Natural play is 
great.

The current mural needs to 
repaint. We can also have 
entry portal with some art. 
Vibrant color.

I use the park as a shortcut 
to the road. It’s helpful. 
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Ivy City Climate Resilience Strategy

• Translate the 26-foot 
underground Northeast 
Boundary stormwater tunnel 
into a shaded, illuminated 
community landmark and 
welcoming gateway to Lewis 
Crowe Park.

• Capture rainwater on-site 
and create a Blue-Green 
infrastructure learning zone.

• Ensure safety and comfort 
day and night with benches, 
lighting, security cameras, 
emergency call boxes, and 
community stewardship.

• Provide flexible open spaces—
lawns and hardscapes—for play 
and gatherings.

• Reduce noise and pollution 
from West Virginia Avenue
with a raised sidewalk wall, 
dense native water-loving trees, 
and a perennial understory.

• Feature mural artwork by 
local artists celebrating the 
neighborhood’s cultural history.

• Expand the park with an 
accessible community garden
that maintains access for 
below-ground infrastructure.

A pleasant shady place under trees 
or climbing plants in a garden
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Flexible Play Plaza

Scheme 1 
Ivy City Bower at Lewis Crowe Park
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Ivy City Climate Resilience Strategy

• Enhance access to nature
and foster a healing 
environment for residents.

• Use native plants to lower 
temperatures, manage 
rainwater, and highlight 
seasonal change.

• Capture rainwater on-site 
by floodable playground and 
cypress forest.

• Anchor educational and 
playful experiences around 
the benefits of native plants 
in Ivy City.

• Create intimate seating 
and play areas for rest, 
reflection, and connection.

• Ensure safety with a fenced 
perimeter and gates open 
from dawn to dusk.

• Feature kinetic sculptures 
by local artists to inspire 
curiosity and sensory 
engagement.

• Reduce noise and pollution 
from West Virginia Avenue 
and Mt Olivet Rd NE with 
native green bu�er and create 
shaded walk way.
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Scheme 2
Ivy City Forest at Lewis Crowe Park
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Community Feedback on Design Schemes
What features do you like the most and which direction is right for Lewis Crowe Park? 
Place         in the categories that represent the most important park uses for you.

Trellis/Shade
Structure and 

Seatings

Improved Lighting 
Open Day & Night

Cypress Forest

Fenced and close 
at dusk

Community 
Gathering

Lawn

Mural Wall

Native Dogwood 
Flowering Corridor

Sculpture

Flexible Play Plaza

Community 
Garden

Nature Play Zone

Boardwalk and 
benches

BENCHES




