


WHO WE ARE







DC Natives supports a healthy climate by increasing pollinator 
habitats and creating the local beauty we believe every resident 
deserves. 

OUR MISSION





WHY NATIVES?

Native plants are essential to our local ecosystems and natural food webs.

Without our native plants and insects that co-evolved with them our local 
birds cannot survive. Without native pollinator habitats and nectar sources our 
pollinators will continue their precipitous decline. In the last three decades flying 
insects have declined up to 80% in some areas.

The good news is that you can do something to reverse this decline in your own 
garden by planting native plants to support native populations.

Today we are going to talk about the DC Natives block by block program and how 
you as block captains will help fill every corner of our city with pollinator gardens!





WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?



INSECT APOCALYPSE
The number of insects is rapidly 
declining in the world.

Over 41% of insect species are facing 
extinction.

Because of this, crops will begin to fail!

WHAT HAPPENS 
WITHOUT POLLINATORS?
75% of all flowering plants on earth 
rely on animal mediated pollination to 
reproduce.

33% of the world’s crops rely on 
pollination!



BEESBUTTERFLIES

MOTHS

HUMMINGBIRDS

DRAGONFLIES

POLLINATING INSECTS AND 
ANIMALS

BEETLES

BATSFLIES



HOST PLANTS AND NECTAR PLANTS

Host plants are required by some pollinators, butterflies for instance, for growth and development. 
Nectar plants provide a food source.

Perennials and Annuals- both are useful. Perennials come back year after year and don’t need to be 
replanted. Annuals exist for only one year and need to be planted every year. However, annuals bloom 
for the entire season, providing a nectar source for longer. 

Both can be good pollen sources.



HOW CAN YOU HELP?



BUILD A GARDEN



HELP A NEIGHBOR 
BUILD A GARDEN



VOLUNTEER WITH 
DC NATIVES



PLANNING YOUR GARDEN



AFTER ASSESSMENT, REMOVE 
UNWANTED PLANTS FROM THE AREA



ADD SOIL CONDITIONERS



PLANT POLLINATOR ATTRACTING PLANTS!



ADD SOAKER HOSE



LAY NEWSPAPER OR CARDBOARD FOR WEED 
CONTROL



ADD MULCH



ENJOY YOUR POLLINATOR GARDEN!



QUESTIONS?



























Native Plant Nursuries
LOCAL

Earth Sangha  •  Springfield, VA
Watermark Woods  •  Hamilton, VA

Chesapeake Natives  •  Upper Marlboro, MD
Bona Terra  •  Friendship, MD

American Plant Food  •  Bethesda, MD

ONLINE
Plant More Natives
Direct Native Plants

Prairie Moon Nursery
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