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Rain barrels capture and store the rainwater running off your rooftop. The harvested rainwater can be used
immediately or stored for later use to water your lawn and garden, fill ponds and fountains, or wash your
car and yard supplies.

WHY DOES THE DISTRICT GOVERNMENT PROVIDE REBATES ON RAIN BARRELS?

The District Department of Energy & Environment offers rebates on rain barrels because rainwater that flows off
impervious surfaces, such as rooftops, driveways, and roads, carries pollutants into our rivers and streams. Rain barrels
can capture rainwater and make it a usable resource, allowing it to seep back into the ground slowly and filter out
pollutants, recharge the water table, and prevent stream erosion during heavy storms.

HOW MUCH IS THE REBATE?

Rebates are issued as a direct reimbursement to applicants at a rate of $2 per gallon captured plus a maximum of $150
to cover costs of hiring a contractor and additional supplies that may be needed. A 50-gallon rain barrel, for example,
would yield a $100 rebate after installation. Rain barrels must hold a minimum of 50 gallons. The rebate maximum per
property is $1,000 and reimbursements cannot exceed the cost of the rain barrel (tax and shipping not included).

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE REBATE?

District residents, commercial buildings, and community spaces in the District are eligible, including those who have
already received RiverSmart Homes or RiverSmart Communities funding. Rebates are made on a first come first serve
basis, while funds last.

5 STEPS TO GETTING A RAIN BARREL REBATE

- 1.Review rebate materials on the web (doee.dc.gov/rainbarrelrebates) or request by
email (nreyes@allianceforthebay.org)

2. Assess  your site to determine the best location, volume, and type of barrel. Take before
photo(s) of the location without the barrel.

_ I! 3. Purchase @ barrel that meets all rain barrel criteria described on page 2. Rebate funding
s can only be applied to qualifying barrels.

. 4.Install the barrel and take after photos that show all required features.

k. 5.Submit  Yyour rebate application and documents to the Alliance for the Chesapeake
Bay. You will receive a rebate check at your given address within 2-6 weeks
once the application is reviewed and approved. Click here for the: RiverSmart
Homes Rebate Portal
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https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bjr9np87k?a=showpage&pageid=13&ifv=1
https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bjr9np87k?a=showpage&pageid=13&ifv=1
https://doee.dc.gov/service/rain-barrel-rebates
mailto:nreyes@allianceforthebay.org

RIVERSMART RAIN BARREL REBATE PROGRAM - APPLICANT GUIDE

RAIN BARREL CRITERIA
Your rain barrel must meet all of the following criteria in order to be eligible for a rebate.
Please make sure that these features are visible in your after photos to avoid a longer review process.

INLET SCREEN: The barrel’s inlet must be screened to prevent leaf debris and
mosquito larvae from entering.

- DOWNSPOUT FILTER: This is only required if your barrel did not come with a
filter or screened inlet. The downspout filter prevents leaf litter and other debris
from clogging the barrel and overflow. An example of a downspout filter is the
Leaf Eater Ultra; linked here: Amazon

DIVERTER: When set to
collect, the water will be
directed to the barrel for
storage. When switched to
- | bypass, the water will be
directed through the
overflow and away from
the house and foundation.
Diverter options include a Y
diverter piece or an all-in-
one diverter Kit.
Click the links below for
more inofmation:
How to install a
diverter kit
- Example of Y diverter

Rain Barrel

- MATERIAL: The barrel must be made of an opaque
material that will not allow any sunlight through.

- VOLUME: The barrel must hold a minimum of 50
gallons and should be large enough to accomidate the
draining to it. Click here for help determining the size
you need.

o Itis important to note where the collected water
will be used to prevent water from remaining in
the barrel for long eriods of time.

RAIN BARREL QVERFLOW: The rain barrel
overflow is the pipe near the top of the barrel
that directs excess water away once the
barrel is full. The overflow should be around
the same diameter as the inflow and extend
along the ground away from the barrel. For
smaller barrels, we suggest using a diverter
kit to work as the inflow and overflow.

SPIGOT: The spigot must be within 3 /

inches of the bottom of the barrel.

DIVERTER OVERFLOW:
When the diverter is set to
bypass, the water will be
directed through the
diverter overflow and away
from the house and/or
foundation

HEIGHT: Your barrel should be elevated on cinder blocks or about 8” high to allow access to
the spigot and help promote water pressure. If you would like to put a barrel on your wood

deck or porch, we recommend first ensuring it is structurally sound to support a full barrel.
(EX: 100 gallons of water weights about 834 Ibs.)
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https://www.amazon.com/Rain-Harvesting-Pty-Ltd-RHUL98/dp/B004VM9CW0/ref=asc_df_B004VM9CW0?mcid=a76be9914d883dfab9a1d6590db98189&hvocijid=7640148090798439810-B004VM9CW0-&hvexpln=73&tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=730432682330&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=7640148090798439810&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9007792&hvtargid=pla-2281435177858&psc=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxiKaI-wiFo&t=125s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxiKaI-wiFo&t=125s
https://www.gutterworks.com/shop-online/downspout-products-2/downspout-diverters-and-funnels-34/basic-diverter
https://www.bluebarrelsystems.com/diy/size-your-system/?srsltid=AfmBOopLtgkMHwGb1uiJLiE6L125cWzeRpa6B6IC4uBdGFvppIGGocuv
https://www.bluebarrelsystems.com/diy/size-your-system/?srsltid=AfmBOopLtgkMHwGb1uiJLiE6L125cWzeRpa6B6IC4uBdGFvppIGGocuv
https://www.bluebarrelsystems.com/diy/size-your-system/?srsltid=AfmBOopLtgkMHwGb1uiJLiE6L125cWzeRpa6B6IC4uBdGFvppIGGocuv

RIVERSMART RAIN BARREL REBATE PROGRAM - APPLICANT GUIDE

CHOOSING THE RIGHT RAIN BARREL AND INSTALLATION SITE

There are many options for size, shape, volume and placement of a rain barrel. Here are six factors
to keep in mind when choosing a rain barrel and selecting the right location for installation.

- NEED FOR WATER- Where do you plan to water your lawn, wash your car, or maintain your vegetable
garden? Attach the rain barrel to a downspout close to areas where water is frequently needed.

« EASE OF USE- The barrel should be at a higher elevation than the areas where the water will be used so
that a garden hose (or soaker hose) can be used to empty it. If the barrel is below where the water is
needed, then the water will have to be carried or pumped. The barrel can be propped up on bricks or
cinder blocks to encourage water pressure.

« AVAILABLE SPACE- Rain barrels come in many different shapes and sizes. Do not place the barrel where
it will be obstructing a walkway, basement entrance, or electric and gas meters. Be sure the surface is
level so the barrel will be stable when full.

- RUNOFF VOLUME- If possible, try to maximize the amount captured by the rain barrel by placing it
under the downspout that receives the most water on your property.

- OVERFLOW- In most cases, the rain barrel will not be large enough to capture all of the water from a
downspout, and it will fill up quickly during a heavy rainstorm. Your rain barrel should have an
automatic overflow mechanism that diverts water back into the downspout when the barrel is full, or to
an overflow pipe that drains away from your home. It’s important that the diameter of the overflow pipe
be at least as wide as the inlet pipe so that once the barrel is full, excess water can exit the barrel at
the same rate it enters the barrel. If this is not the case, it may back up and cause leaking around the
barrel.

- ACCESSIBILITY & MAINTENANCE- Many rain barrels have filters that capture leaves and debris from the
roof. If yours does not, it is a good idea to add one. The filter will need to be regularly emptied to prevent
clogging. Be sure to place the barrel in such a way that there is easy access to the filter to maintain its
functionality

BUILDING YOUR OWN BARREL?

Submit a design sketch and receipt for all parts purchased to Nancy Reyes at the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay

). Reimbursement cannot exceed the cost of parts. To ensure your barrel meets the above criteria,
please consider submitting the design before you begin building.



mailto:nreyes@allianceforthebay.org

RIVERSMART RAIN BARREL REBATE PROGRAM - APPLICANT GUIDE

PRE-APPROVED RAIN BARRELS
The following barrels are eligible for the rain barrel rebate. We are not endorsing these barrels and your options are not

limited to these examples, but the barrel you select does need to meet all required criteria outlined on page 2. Please
note some of them will require a 'Y diverter or separate diverter kit if the barrel does not have an internal diverter.

Manufacturer: RainGrid
Model: RiverSides
Volume: 132 gallons
Dimensions: 51” x 27”
Web: www.raingrid.com

Manufacturer: StormWorks

Model: Hydra

Volume: 116 gallons

Dimensions: 54”x 47.81"x18.3”

Web: www.stormworkspgh.com
*Y-Diverter required

Manufacturer: EarthMinded
Model: RainStation 50

Volume: 50 gallons ﬁ
| Dimensions: 23.5” x 39” :

Web: www.homedepot.com
*Downspout filter required

<«

Manufacturer: EathMinded
Model: DIY Blue Plastic Drum
Volume: 55 gallons
Dimensions: 34.8” x 23.3" X 23.3”
Web: www.homedepot.com
*Downspout filter required

* * * DEPARTMENT GOVERNMENT OF THE
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https://shop.raingrid.com/
https://upstreampgh.org/shop/rain-barrels/hydra-black-116-gallons/
https://www.homedepot.com/p/EarthMinded-55-Gal-Blue-Plastic-Drum-DIY-Rain-Barrel-Bundle-with-Diverter-System-PTH0935/205845770?MERCH=REC-_-fbt_test-_-205845768-_-1-_-n/a-_-n/a-_-n/a-_-n/a-_-n/a
https://www.homedepot.com/p/EarthMinded-RainStation-50-Gal-Rain-Barrel-with-Diverter-System-in-Recycled-Black-PRN1053/205765974

RIVERSMART RAIN BARREL REBATE PROGRAM - APPLICANT GUIDE

RAIN BARREL REBATE STORES
Below is a list of stores that sell barrels that are eligible for rebate. Please be sure that the barrel you choose meets ALL
requirements for a rebate. For additional assistance on your rebate barrel, please contact the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay.

James T. Warring Sons Inc. BlueBarrel
https://www.warringbarrels.com Good Ideas I.nc | https://www.bluebarrelsystems.com/
(;01) 392-5400 https://goodideasinc.com/ (707) 394-5009

Offers barrels & parts offers barrels, diverters & complete kits

ff Is onl
Offers barrels only Enter code: ALLIANCEFORTHEBAY for 10% off

Rain Water Management
https://www.rainwatermanagement.com
(540) 375-6750

Offers barrels, cisterns, & tanks.

Lowes
https://www.lowes.com/
Offers barrels & diverter kits.

Home Depot
https://www.homedepot.com/
Offers barrels & diverter kits.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE RIVERSMART HOMES REBATE PROGRAM
AND GRANT PROGRAM?

- With the rebate program, you must install your own rain barrel (either DIY or using a contractor of your choice)
per the rebate criteria located on page two of the rebate homeowner guide found here. Then, you submit an
application and necessary materials via DOEE’s rebate portal. If your barrel meets the rebate program’s criteria,
you will be reimbursed for your barrel at a rate of $2 per gallon, not exceeding the barrel's price, plus a
maximum of $150 towards installation costs for a contractor with a maximum of $1,000 per property. More
details on the rebate program can be found on Front Door DC.

« The grant program does all the work for you. You simply sign up for an auditor to come to your home and
review your property layout. They will walk you through the program and find the best location(s) for your rain
barrel(s). Once the audit is complete, you will be added to our waiting list and contacted by the Alliance.
Alliance will then connect you with your designated contractor. The contractor will coordinate with you an
installation time and walk you through the rain barrel specifications.

HAVE A LARGER RAINWATER HARVESTER IN MIND?

If the barrel criteria outlined on page 2 are met, larger cisterns are eligible for coverage. Please email Nancy Reyes at the Alliance

for the Chesapeake Bay (nreyes@allianceforthebay.org) with details before purchasing to determine if the rebate can be applied to
your specific cistern.



https://www.warringbarrels.com/rainbarrel
https://goodideasinc.com/collections/rain-barrels
https://www.bluebarrelsystems.com/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA3sq6BhD2ARIsAJ8MRwXH6Qt1NWBxlRm2ODa2iE9DOJz7d9Qzx8F0m4EPURiuQ2w2bEvBTjMaAo76EALw_wcB
https://www.lowes.com/pl/irrigation/rain-barrels/4294612466?cm_mmc=src-_-c-_-prd-_-sol-_-ggl-_-CRP_SRC_Brand_SOL_Online_Watering-Pools-And-Tools_BROAD-_-lowes%20rain%20catcher%20barrel-_-0-_-0-_-0&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA3sq6BhD2ARIsAJ8MRwVBbcFKLN1cw-d8fBqqgOdNSS0Vy4ULQ3HjsfLOPs8CaGod3JrhHqwaAkJ-EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://rainwatermanagement.com/collections/rain-water-storage-tanks
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Watering-Irrigation-Watering-Essentials-Rain-Barrels/N-5yc1vZc7pb?NCNI-5&searchRedirect=rain%20barrel&semanticToken=k10r20r00f22040000000e_202412061931406815115560861_us-east4-2ljc%20k10r20r00f22040000000e%20%3E%20rid%3A%7Bf6f5a04cf511675d488136329b42e3d6%7D%3Arid%20st%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Ast%20ml%3A%7B24%7D%3Aml%20ct%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Act%20nr%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Anr%20nf%3A%7Bn%2Fa%7D%3Anf%20qu%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Aqu%20ie%3A%7B0%7D%3Aie%20qr%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Aqr
https://www.homedepot.com/b/Outdoors-Garden-Center-Watering-Irrigation-Watering-Essentials-Rain-Barrels/N-5yc1vZc7pb?NCNI-5&searchRedirect=rain%20barrel&semanticToken=k10r20r00f22040000000e_202412061931406815115560861_us-east4-2ljc%20k10r20r00f22040000000e%20%3E%20rid%3A%7Bf6f5a04cf511675d488136329b42e3d6%7D%3Arid%20st%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Ast%20ml%3A%7B24%7D%3Aml%20ct%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Act%20nr%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Anr%20nf%3A%7Bn%2Fa%7D%3Anf%20qu%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Aqu%20ie%3A%7B0%7D%3Aie%20qr%3A%7Brain%20barrel%7D%3Aqr
mailto:nreyes@allianceforthebay.org
https://doee.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doee/service_content/attachments/Rain%20Barrel%20Rebate%20Guide%20Full%202025.pdf
https://www.frontdoor.dc.gov/rain-barrels

RIVERSMART RAIN BARREL REBATE PROGRAM - APPLICANT GUIDE

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHY GET A RAIN BARREL THROUGH THE REBATE PROGRAM INSTEAD OF THE
RIVERSMART HOMES (RSH) GRANT PROGRAM?
Although the RSH rain barrel grant program provides a barrel and will connect you with a contractor for installation,
the rebate program provides homeowners with more flexibility in terms of timeline, installation location and barrel
type. Specifically, it offers an opportunity to:

1.Install a smaller or larger model of rain barrel than those provided by RSH or build your own;

2.Avoid long wait times associated with the RSH grant rain barrel program;

3.Choose your own installer from the list of recommended installers;

4.Install a rain barrel yourself.

| ALREADY BOUGHT AND INSTALLED MY OWN RAIN BARREL. CAN | GET REBATE

FUNDING RETROACTIVELY?
Yes, provided that your barrel meets all program requirements and your receipt is no more than one year old.

CAN | APPLY FOR MORE THAN 1 REBATE?
Yes, each property is eligible for up to $1,000 in rebates.

DOES MY RAIN BARREL QUAILIFY FOR STORMWATER CREDIT TOWARDS MY WATER
BILL?

Yes! Upon approval, residents can earn a discount of up to 55% off the DOEE Stormwater Fee and up to 20% off the
Clean Rivers Impervious Area Charge (CRIAC) based on the amount of stormwater collected. For more information,
please visit the RiverSmart Rewards website or contact riversmart.rewards@dc.gov.

WHERE CAN | BUY A NEW RIVERSIDES BARREL FILTER?
The RainGrid company that manufactures the RiverSides barrel sells filters on their website linked here.

Please note, the RiverSides filter socks are designed to last the lifetime of the barrel and should only need to be
replaced if it is missing.
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https://doee.dc.gov/riversmart-rewards-applications
mailto:riversmart.rewards@dc.gov
https://shop.raingrid.com/products/replacement-filter

