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Agenda

• Overview
• Completing the DPW registration
• Next steps
• Q&A



Overview
Background, purpose, and requirements



All solid waste collectors in DC are 
required to register and report with DPW.

As required by the Sustainable Solid Waste Management 
Amendment Act of 2014, DC Official Code § 8-1031.05 and § 8-
1031.06, all solid waste collectors who operate in the District of 
Columbia will be required to register and report annually with the 
Office of Waste Diversion in the Department of Public Works 
(DPW). 

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.05
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.05
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.05
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.05
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.06
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.06
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.06
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.06


Who is a “solid waste collector”?

Any business, non-profit, or 
government entity engaged in 
the collection or transportation 
of garbage, refuse, trash, or 
any other waste or waste 
product (including recyclable, 
compostable, or otherwise 
reusable materials) in the 
District is considered a solid 
waste collector and will need 
to register with and report data 
to DC DPW’s Office of Waste 
Diversion. 

Solid waste collectors include:
• Refuse or trash collectors
• “Junk” haulers
• Recycling collectors, including single-stream 

recyclables like metal or plastic bags
• Food waste collection companies 
• Landscapers and other collectors of yard waste
• Fat, oil, and grease collectors
• Textile collectors (for recycling)
• Electronic waste collectors
• Businesses with approved self-implementation 

plans or businesses that “back haul” waste
• Other collectors of any type of solid waste (as 

defined in § 8–1031.01)

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01


Who is a “solid waste collector”?

Your company is still required to 
register with DC DPW and report 
data if: 
• All of the waste that my 

company collects in the District 
of Columbia is disposed of 
outside of the District.

• My organization does not use a 
DPW-owned transfer station.

• My organization only uses a 
DPW-owed transfer station (e.g. 
Fort Totten Transfer Station)

Solid waste collectors include:
• Refuse or trash collectors
• “Junk” haulers
• Recycling collectors, including single-stream 

recyclables like metal or plastic bags
• Food waste collection companies 
• Landscapers and other collectors of yard waste
• Fat, oil, and grease collectors
• Textile collectors (for recycling)
• Electronic waste collectors
• Businesses with approved self-implementation 

plans or businesses that “back haul” waste
• Other collectors of any type of solid waste (as 

defined in § 8–1031.01)

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/8-1031.01


Both registration and data reporting are 
required to be an Approved Solid Waste 
Collector.

• To be an Approved Solid Waste Collector in the District of 
Columbia, your organization needs to complete both the 
registration AND data reporting. 

• If only one if complete, your organization will not be considered 
an approved solid waste collector and you will not receive paid 
vehicle decals. 



Timeline
January 1 Solid Waste Collector’s Registration and Reporting Portal opens.

February 1 Deadline for this year’s registration and last year’s reporting.

Early February DPW to mail out new vehicle decals to organizations that have 
completed the registration and reporting process.

February 28 Previous year’s registrations and vehicle decals expire.

March 1 New year’s decals will be required on all solid waste collection 
vehicles and the list of DPW’s approved Solid Waste Collectors will 
be posted online at https://dpw.dc.gov/SWCinfo.

https://dpw.dc.gov/SWCinfo


Penalties for non -compliance 
Violation Penalty DC Municipal Regulation

Failure to have a 
valid solid waste 
collector 
registration

1st violation within 60-day period = $500 

2nd violation within 60-day period = $1,000 

3rd violation within 60-day period = $2,000 

4th violation within 60-day period = $4,000 

24 DCMR 722.1 SOF – 

24 DCMR 1380.2

Failure to list all 
collection vehicles 
in registration

1st violation within 60-day period = $500 

2nd violation within 60-day period = $1,000 

3rd violation within 60-day period = $2,000 

4th violation within 60-day period = $4,000

24 DCMR 722.3
SOF - 24 DCMR 1380.2

Failure to provide 
annual waste 
tonnage report by 
deadline

1st violation within 60-day period = $500 

2nd violation within 60-day period = $1,000 

3rd violation within 60-day period = $2,000 

4th violation within 60-day period = $4,000

24 DCMR 723.4
SOF - 24 DCMR 1380.2



Enforcement

All enforcement related inquiries concerning registration 
should be submitted to the Solid Waste Education and 
Enforcement Program (SWEEP) via phone at (202) 645-7190 or 
via email at DPW.sweep@dc.gov.



Registration & Reporting
Using the online portal to complete registration and data reporting



If this is your first time, your organization 
will first need to make an account.

Visit dpw.dc.gov/SWCinfo for the link to register.





What does registration entail?

When registering, you 
must provide your 
organization’s contact 
information, a list of solid 
waste collection vehicles 
to be used in the upcoming 
calendar year, a 
registration fee of $50 per 
collector and $50 per 
collection vehicle, and 
waste tonnage data from 
the previous calendar year. 

Specifically, you will need to have the following 
information to register:

• Contact information
• Point of contact
• Address
• Phone number 
• Email address

• Vehicle information
• Vehicle Type 
• Year 
• Make 
• Model
• License Number 
• License State

• Payment information
• A credit or debit card to complete a secure 

online submission of the registration fee 



Which vehicles need to be registered?

Any vehicle that is primarily used for the collection or 
transportation of any type of solid waste needs to be 
included in your solid waste collector registration. 
If a vehicle is used less than 50% of the time for the 
collecting solid wastes, then it is not a solid waste 
collection vehicle and does not need to be listed in 
your registration. 



A compaction vehicle used 
to collect recycling only

Yes, vehicle must be 
registered 

Vehicle must be registered since recyclable materials fall within the definition 
of solid waste and a compaction vehicle is typically used primarily for the 
collection of those materials, this vehicle is a solid waste collection vehicle. 

A truck and trailer used to 
collect solid waste

Yes, vehicle must be 
registered 

Vehicle must be registered if the vehicle’s primary purpose is to collect any 
type of solid waste, then this vehicle is a solid waste collection vehicle, 
regardless of whether the solid waste is collected as loose materials, 
containerized, or bulk waste. 

A delivery truck that is used 
to backhaul recycling to a 
central location

Vehicle may not need to be 
registered

Vehicle may not need to be registered*. Although recyclable materials fall 
within the definition of solid waste, this vehicle likely is used for the 
transportation of recyclables less than 50% of the time and is therefore not 
considered a solid waste collection vehicle.

A truck used by a 
commercial landscaper

Vehicle may not need to be 
registered

Vehicle may not need to be registered*.  Although yard waste materials fall 
within the definition of solid waste this vehicle likely is used for the 
transportation of those materials less than 50% of the time. If that is the case, 
then then this is not considered a solid waste collection vehicle. 

A vehicle used to collect 
donated materials

Vehicle may not need to be 
registered

Vehicle may not need to be registered*.  Although reusable materials fall 
within the definition of solid waste this vehicle likely is used for the 
transportation of those materials less than 50% of the time. If that is the case, 
then then this is not considered a solid waste collection vehicle. 

Which vehicles need to be registered?



Completing your registration
After you have this information ready, visit 
dpw.dc.gov/SWCinfo and log into the Solid Waste 
Collectors Registration and Reporting Portal to register 
your company and vehicle for the new calendar year. 



Next, time to report data.

• Specifically, you will need to 
provide: 
• A list of solid waste material 

types that your organization 
collects or transports

• The location, name, and facility 
type of each destination facility 
used to dispose of solid waste 
collected in the District and the 
type of material delivered

• The tonnage of material 
delivered during the previous 
year

Beyond being required 
by DC Code and § 8-
1031.06, reporting your 
organization’s solid 
waste tonnage data is 
essential to the 
development of 
District policies and 
programs impacting 
the city’s solid waste 
sector. 



Creating a data report

In the Solid Waste Collectors Registration and Reporting portal, navigate 
to the “Reporting” tab and then click “New Report”



Example report
January - 

March 
April – 
June 

July - 
September 

October - 
December 

Annual 
TonnageFacility Name Facility Type Material Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Fort Totten Transfer Station Trash 100.0 120.0 100.0 20.0 340.0 

Recycle One Transfer Station 
Mixed 

Recyclables 50.0 40.0 50.0 30.0 170.0 

eAsset Recycling Electronics 5.0 6.0 5.0 2.0 18.0 
Prince George's 

County 
Composting 
Facility Composting Food waste 10.0 5.0 6.0 10.0 31.0 

Joseph Smith Recycling Metal 5.0 5.0 4.0 5.0 19.0 



What if…
My organization is new and, therefore, collected no solid 
waste the previous year. 

Create a report for zero tons to demonstrate that you 
collected no waste in the previous year. 

I am a registered non-profit. After beginning the annual registration, email 
SWC.info@dc.gov to discuss having your registration fee 
waived. 

My organization collected solid waste, however, I do not 
have tonnage records from the previous year. 

If this is your first year reporting data, we will accept 
estimated data for the previous years. Contact us if you 
have questions. 

Your organization is required to track its solid waste data 
and retain that information for the previous three years. 

This is my first year reporting, but we have data for 
previous years. 

You can create new data reports dating back to 2017. If you 
have not previously reported data, we encourage you to 
input this historical data. 

mailto:SWC.info@dc.gov


What if…
The name of the facility we use isn’t listed. Select “Other” in the facility drop-down list then input 

the facility’s name and address. Please double check 
that the facility is not listed under a different name 
already (e.g., Maryland Environmental Servies listed as 
Price George’s County Composting Facility). 

I only have annual tonnage data, rather than quarter 
data.

DPW has moved away from analyzing quarterly data. If 
you only have annual data, we request that you divide 
the annual total by four to report it over the quarters. 



Next steps
What happens after completing the registration AND reporting



Vehicle decals

• After completing the registration 
process, reporting tonnage data, 
and your registration is verified by 
DPW, decals for each registered 
vehicle will be mailed to the 
address provided with your 
account. 

• Decals should be affixed on the 
lower right corner of the driver’s 
door and lower left corner of the 
passenger’s door to be clearly 
visible at all times. 



Approved SWC list

• DPW will publish the 
official list of Approved 
Solid Waste Collectors 
online at 
dpw.dc.gov/SWCinfo

• This list will be shared 
with businesses and 
residents seeking solid 
waste collection 
services and used to 
check compliance with 
District regulations. 



Is the reported data posted publicly? 

• No, collector-specific information shall be designated as 
confidential. 

• Information submitted in a Solid Waste Collector’s report shall 
not be distributed publicly by the Department except in 
aggregate by year, facility name, type, and waste type. 

• Except as otherwise provided by law or court order, collector -
specific information may be used only by the Mayor, the Mayor’s 
agents and employees, other District agencies, and the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), as 
authorized by the Mayor. 



Other DC Government registrations

• Fort Totten Transfer Station
• Registration required for all companies dumping refuse or recyclables at 

Fort Totten Transfer Station. This is a separate registration. 

• Contract Fort Totten (Larry Warren, 202 -359-2615) for more information. 

• Department of Licensing and Consumer Protection (DLCP)
• DLCP handles licensing of all businesses and is a separate requirement. 

• When registering a solid waste collection company with DLCP, you will 
be required to provide your registration number from this DPW process. 



Come back next January!

• Annual February 1 deadline

• Reminders will be sent to previously registered organizations in 
late December before portal opens January 1. 



Questions?
Email: SWC.info@dc.gov

Website: dpw.dc.gov/SWCinfo


	Slide 1: Solid Waste Collectors Registration & Reporting
	Slide 2: Agenda
	Slide 3: Overview
	Slide 4: All solid waste collectors in DC are required to register and report with DPW.
	Slide 5: Who is a “solid waste collector”?
	Slide 6: Who is a “solid waste collector”?
	Slide 7: Both registration and data reporting are required to be an Approved Solid Waste Collector.
	Slide 8: Timeline
	Slide 9: Penalties for non-compliance 
	Slide 10: Enforcement
	Slide 11: Registration & Reporting
	Slide 12: If this is your first time, your organization will first need to make an account.
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: What does registration entail?
	Slide 15: Which vehicles need to be registered?
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Completing your registration
	Slide 18: Next, time to report data.
	Slide 19: Creating a data report
	Slide 20: Example report
	Slide 21: What if…
	Slide 22: What if…
	Slide 23: Next steps
	Slide 24: Vehicle decals
	Slide 25: Approved SWC list
	Slide 26: Is the reported data posted publicly? 
	Slide 27: Other DC Government registrations
	Slide 28: Come back next January!
	Slide 29: Questions?

