
District of Columbia Urban Forestry Advisory Council Meeting Agenda 
 
Date:  Wednesday, April 9, 2025 
Time:  2:00 – 3:00 PM 
Location:  Webex 

 

Meeting Chair - DDOT Earl Eutsler Earl.eutsler@dc.gov 202.673.6813 

Meeting Chair - DOEE Steve Saari Steve.saari@dc.gov 202.535.2961 

UFAC Coordinator Erica Carlsson Erica.carlsson@dc.gov 202.934.3307 

Meeting Title UFAC Fall Meeting   

 

Council Members: 
 
Steve Saari, DOEE  Patrick Campbell, NPS Brenda Richardson, comm. rep. 

Earl Eutsler, DDOT Allison Clausen, comm. rep. Shoshana Sommer, comm. rep 
Maureen Alonso, GSA Nathan McElroy, Pepco Vacant, comm. rep 
Kristen Audette, DGS Peter Norden, DPR Vacant, DC Water 

 

SCHEDULE: 
 

TIME Duration Agenda Item 

2:00-2:05 5 min Welcome, Introductions, & Minutes - Earl Eutsler, DDOT UFD & Erica Carlsson, DOEE  
 

• Erica Carlson (DOEE) welcomed attendees and introduced the upcoming Tree 
Tour at Mount Olivet Cemetery (May 9, 2025, 10 AM – 12 PM) led by Casey 
Trees. 

o Over 1,000 trees were planted through partnerships (DDOT, DOEE, and 
The Nature Conservancy). 

o Efforts to establish the site as an accredited arboretum. 
• Seth Charde (DC Water) introduced himself as the Senior Manager for Green 

Infrastructure and shared his experience in watershed restoration, stormwater 
management, and urban planning. 
  

2:05-2:15 10 min Forest Health and Urban Wood Reuse - DDOT UFD 
 

• Forest Health Monitoring: 
o Kristen Wickert (U.S. Forest Service) provided updates on emerging 

tree health concerns, including Beech Leaf Disease, Oak Decline, and 
Oak Wilt. 

o Plans for setting up new EDRR traps for monitoring pests. 
• Wood Reuse Efforts: 

o Carbon sequestration and urban wood repurposing video.  
• Biochar Feasibility Analysis: 

o Conducted with the U.S. Forest Service, assessing wood reuse 
potential and soil enhancement applications. 
  

2:15-2:25 10 min Legislative Update - Kelly Collins Choi, Casey Trees  
 

• Tree Preservation Enhancement Amendment Act (2025) 

mailto:Earl.eutsler@dc.gov
mailto:Steve.saari@dc.gov
mailto:Erica.carlsson@dc.gov
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DHt6LYTJWt-/?igsh=dm9rYmdvd3E3Njdu


o Lowers special tree designation threshold from 44 inches to 25 inches. 
o Adjusts fees to match inflation. 

• Natural Areas Conservation Program Amendment Act (2025) 
o Establishes a conservation program within DOEE focused on 

stewardship and invasive plant management. 
• DC Budget Delays: 

o Expected late April or May, pending House recess delays. 
  

2:25-2:35 10 min Chesapeake Bay Program’s Forestry Workgroup (Beyond ‘25) - Katie Brownson, USFS 
 
Overview 

• Established: 1989 
• Purpose: Serves as the forestry expertise source for Chesapeake Bay 

restoration efforts 
• Integration: Recognizes forests’ critical role in clean water and incorporates 

forestry goals into: 
o 2014 Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement 
o State Watershed Implementation Plans (WIPs) 

 
Current Forestry Goals & Challenges 
1. Riparian Forest Buffers 

• Goal: Restore 900 miles per year and conserve 70% of riparian areas as 
forested 

• Challenge: Net reduction in riparian forest cover, despite increased planting 
rates 

2. Urban Tree Canopy Expansion 
• Goal: Expand tree canopy by 2,400 acres by 2025 
• Challenge: Tree canopy losses are outpacing gains, even with record planting 

efforts 
Beyond 2025: Future Directions 
Two-Phased Approach to Refining the Chesapeake Bay Program 

1. Phase 1 (Completed) – Recommended amending the 2014 Watershed 
Agreement and streamlining partnership structures 

2. Phase 2 (Current) – Implementing changes under a new Executive Council 
charge 

Potential Changes to Forestry Outcomes 
• Debate: Maintain separate forestry goals (riparian buffers vs. urban tree 

canopy) or consolidate into a single “Healthy Forests & Trees” outcome 
• Pros of Consolidation: 

o Broadens focus beyond urban tree canopy and riparian buffers to 
general forest health 

o Enhances stewardship efforts for existing forests rather than just 
restoration 

• Cons of Consolidation: 
o Risks losing specific focus on distinct forestry challenges 
o Different groups manage riparian buffers and urban forestry, making 

separate strategies more practical 
Federal Agency Support & Uncertainty 



• EPA Administrator Visit: Chesapeake Bay Program staff received public 
support for continued funding 

• Funding Stability: EPA funding appears stable, but uncertainty remains 
regarding other federal agencies’ involvement beyond 2025 

Next Steps for the Chesapeake Bay Program 
• Management Board Meeting (April 10, 2025): Decision on forestry goals 

updates 
• Monitoring Efforts: Continued tracking of forest loss trends and conservation 

initiatives 
• Federal Engagement: Ongoing assessment of EPA funding and other agency 

involvement beyond 2025 
 

2:35-2:50 15 min “How one community is helping its forest patch grow the next generation of trees” - 
Langdon Park Forest Patch Stewards 
 
Northeast Washington, D.C. (2.2-acre urban forest patch in Landon Park) 
Mission & Restoration Approach 

• Goal: Forest regeneration through invasive vine removal and natural tree 
growth monitoring. 

• Principle: "Do no harm"—protecting native species, trees, and soil health. 
• Historical Significance: Established forest patch dating back to 1863. 

Research & Key Findings 
• Assisted Natural Regeneration Approach: 

o Removing invasives triggered native tree growth, without needing new 
plantings. 

o Eco-friendly: No chemical or water footprint. 
o Cost-effective: Only six cents per tree. 

• Growth Statistics: 
o Over 1,500 trees regenerated naturally. 
o Some trees reached five feet tall within two years. 
o Increased diversity of Catalpa, Tulip Trees, Sweet Gums, among 

others. 
• Formal Research by Allison Clausen: 

o Studied effects of planting trees, mulching, soil disturbance, and 
invasive removal. 

o Key finding: Invasive removal was the most effective factor for tree 
regeneration. 

o Results: 
▪ 85% of plots showed regeneration. 
▪ Managed plots had 20 times more seedlings than control plots. 
▪ 428 native seedlings documented. 

 
Challenges & Future Goals 

• Ongoing Maintenance: 
o Regular invasive control (3 times per growing season). 
o Trail upkeep with UFD-provided wood chips. 

• Community Engagement: 
o Seeking partnerships with Casey Trees and agencies for long-term 

sustainability. 
o Encouraging site visits & local involvement. 

 



2:50-3:00 10 min Announcements & Closing Remarks  
 
We are so grateful for our community members who serve as representatives to DC’s 
Urban Forestry Advisory Council.  If you or someone you know would be interested in 
serving in this capacity, apply here.  Also, check out DOEE’s new Tree Video!  
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