
Utilization of 
Vacant Lots for 
Gardening and 
Farming
Join Sennel Gardens on their 

journey since 2023 to turn vacant 

lots in DC into thriving gardens. 

Learn how to investigate and 

research potential vacant lots and 

take advantage of the city's 

Urban Farm Tax Abatement 

Program, turning blight into 

bounty!



Agenda

01 Introductions

02 Background

03 Sennel Gardens

04 Urban Ag Property Tax Abatement

05 Past, Future, and Resources





What is a farm? 

USDA/IRS/FEDERAL

Farm

A farm is defined as any place from which 

$1,000 or more of agricultural products were 

produced and sold, or normally would have 

been sold, during the year.

DC

Urban Farm 

"Urban farm" means any property in the District 

of Columbia that is used for the growing, 

cultivating, processing, and distributing of 

produce for profit, not for profit, or for 

educational purposes.



Emmanuel 
Euphrates 
McDaniel åManny McDanny

1
CVS, RadioShack, MedStar, Change HC, 
Healthnet Federal Data Services

2 Loves all music

3
5 years Healthcare Finance, 10 years patient 
facing healthcare, 5 years Healthcare Admin, 
3 years public health advising 
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Farmer Training Program 2024



Sennel 
Gardens
Grow what you can, 
where you can

501C3 headquartered in DC

Volunteer  Led

Community Driven 

Communal  Farm utilizing No Till 

and Low Till practices 

Founded  By Emmanuel McDaniel  



TAX REVENUE, EMPLOYMENT, & FOOD 
SYSTEMS

ÅVacant land does not generate 
much property tax revenue.

ÅVacant land is unimproved and 
needs very little maintenance or 

paid labor

ÅVacant land can be unsightly 
and a source of litter. 





TAX REVENUE, EMPLOYMENT, & FOOD 
SYSTEMS



TAX REVENUE, EMPLOYMENT, & FOOD 
SYSTEMS
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