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Clearing the Air: Improving the 

District’s Air Quality with 

Volkswagen Settlement Funds
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History
VW Tampering Scandal

– “Defeat Devices” on 
590,000 diesel 
vehicles

– Allowed vehicles to 
cheat certification 
tests

– Increased oxides of 
Nitrogen (NOX) 
emissions from 
vehicles 

Settlement Terms
– Recalls

– ZEV infrastructure investment

– Penalties imposed to offset the 
increased emissions, and

– Mitigation trust fund of 
approximately $2.9 billion to be 
distributed amongst the states
• Funding level based on the number 

of affected vehicles within the 
boundaries of the beneficiary

• $8.125 million for the District 



@DOEE_DC

History

• Eligible Mitigation 
Actions (EMAs)
– 10 actions to spend 

funds 

• DOEE collected 
community input in 
2017
– RFI, Survey, 2 in-person 

open houses
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History

• Beneficiary Mitigation Plan (BMP)

– DOEE selected EMAs 

• 1, 2, 3, 6 for vehicle/switcher replacements 

• 9 for charging 

• and 10 for DERA

– Updates (new projects and earned interest)
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Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA)

• Similar goals to VW

– Reduce diesel emissions

• Federally funded and administered by EPA

• States can use VW funds as a voluntary match 
to receive additional DERA funds

• Changes project eligibility requirements from 
VW to DERA



@DOEE_DC

Selected Projects Overview

• Switcher Locomotive Replacement – reducing 
diesel emissions

• EV Charging Infrastructure - New

• Vehicle Replacement – replacing diesel 
vehicles with electric

– Leveraging funds for DERA 

– Tailpipe Retrofit Program
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Selected Projects Overview
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Switcher Locomotives
• Partnership with MWCOG/Amtrak

– VW and DERA

• Ivy City Railyard
– Switcher are old trains that push others around the yard

– Tier O engines are a significant source of emissions 

• 2 switcher locomotive replacements
– Near completion, currently expect delivery in December

DOEE

Amtrak

MWCOG NRE

$

$
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Switcher Replacements
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Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging

• “Each Beneficiary may use up to fifteen percent (15%) of its 
allocation of Trust Funds on the costs necessary for, and 
directly connected to, the acquisition, installation, 
operation and maintenance of new light duty zero emission 
vehicle supply equipment…” 

• Level 1, Level 2 or fast charging equipment that is located 
in a public place, workplace, or multi-unit dwelling and is 
not consumer light duty electric vehicle supply equipment 
(i.e., not located at a private residential dwelling that is 
not a multi-unit dwelling). 
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• Name: Public EV Charging

• Amount: $609,500

• Description: Plan, install, own, operate, and maintain publicly 

accessible Level 2 EV charging at or near District Government-owned 

sites in DC. 

• Project Period: Date of award through September 30, 2027

• Status: Reviewing and scoring applications.

EV Charging – Public Charging
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• Project: Multifamily EV Charging Assistance

• Amount: $1,000,500

• Description: Provide financial and technical assistance for the planning, 

installation, and maintenance of Level 1 and Level 2 EV charging at or near 

multifamily buildings in Washington, DC.

• Project Period: Date of award through September 30, 2027

• Status: Reviewing and scoring applications.

• 6

EV Charging – Multifamily Charging
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Vehicle Replacements
• 3 Electric Street 

Sweepers
– DC DPW

– DERA/VW funded

– Total project cost 
$1,884,791

• DDOT Circulator
– Program cancelled, 

removed from BMP



@DOEE_DC

Vehicle Replacements

• PF DEAL - Shuttle Buses

– VW and DERA funded

• Gallaudet University

• Georgetown University

• Future Opportunities

– PFDEAL Grant –  V3 Coming soon! 
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Next Steps

DEVELOP NEW 
PARTNERSHIPS

CONTINUE TO SPEND ON 
EXISTING PROJECTS
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Questions

Contacts

• Air Quality 

– Joseph Jakuta, Associate Director

 202-669-5817 joseph.jakuta@dc.gov

• Energy – Clean Transportation 

– Mel Hogg, Policy Analyst

 202-697-0322 mel.hogg@dc.gov

mailto:joseph.jakuta@dc.gov
mailto:mel.hogg@dc.gov
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