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COMMUNITY SHARE:

WHAT DRIVES
INCREASES IN RATS?



THE TRIPOD OF RAT REPRODUCTION
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COMMUNITY SHARE:

WHY IS PREVENTING
RATS IMPORTANT?



THE HISTORY OF RODENTICIDES
1  Generationst

Traditional blood thinners (e.g. warafin). Required
multiple doses to be lethal; rats developed
awareness of ill-effects after consuming.

2  Generationnd

Stronger and lethal in single dose (e.g.
brodifacoum, bromadiolone, difenacoum, and

difethialone). Lasts longer in the body.



Blocks Vitamin K production responsible for blood clotting
Takes 4-18 days to fully take effect

How Rodenticides Work

Bleeding is not usually painful in itself, but the accumulation
of blood in closed spaces like the abdomen or around the
heart is likely to be agonizing. Bleeding into the lungs or

airways can make breathing difficult and lead to air hunger
and a feeling of drowning, which, as most humans have

some ability to imagine, are highly distressing.

Source: Elmore, 2022





RODENTICIDES HARM MORE THAN RODENTS

WILDLIFE PETS CHILDREN
Secondary poisoning happens
when predators eat poisoned

rats. A study found that
between 2007 and 2010, 86%
of birds of prey tested had
rodenticide in their systems.

Dogs, cats, and other pets can
eat the poison – a veterinarian in
DC reported attempts to save a

poisoned pet can cost up to
$8,000. More than 100 pets die

annually from rodenticides.

Over 2,000 children ingest
rat poison every year. In DC
alone, there were at least 12

cases of rodenticide
ingestion between April-

December 2025.



RODENTICIDES TRENDS

Of the 8,257 cases of
rodenticide poisoning
in 2023, 5,426 (66%)

were children under 6

Source: American Association of Poison Control Centers, 2024

https://poisoncenters.org/annual-reports


Cities can creatively kill rats all they want – but the
rats will keep making babies.

They really need to have that partnership from
residents to talk to their neighbors, about proper

securing of trash, clearing debris piles in backyards.

 Gerard Brown
Rodent and Vector Control

DC Health



COMMUNITY SHARE:

YOUR PRO-TIPS:
PREVENTING RATS



Better Waste Management 

Exclusion

Contraceptives

APPROACHES TO
*PREVENTION*

“9 out of 10 rat control issues
come from poor waste

management.”

Gerard Brown
Former Manager of DC Health’s Office of

Rodent and Vector Control



WASTE MANAGEMENT

FIND OTHER HOMES
FOR FOOD WASTE

DELAY DISPOSAL SEAL THE BIN

Compost, garbage disposal,
etc

Wait until pickup time (or shortly
before) to take out trash. Keep
organics separated from other

trash.

Fix holes, replace broken bins,
and use a 10% bleach solution

to deter rats from chewing
through the bin. Keep the lid

closed TIGHT.



FIVE TOOLS FOR 
RAT CONTROL

01 Curbside Compost

02 Drop Bins

03 Farmer’s Market

04 Private Hauler

05 Backyard/Community Garden

ZERO WASTE 



Zero Waste in DC

https://zerowaste.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/zerowaste/page_content/attachments/DC%20DPW%27s%20FWDO%20options%20%26%20accepted%20materials.pdf


EXCLUSION

Seal gaps in your roofs, walls, and foundation

Store food in sealed containers

Trim back hedges away from your house

Block rat trails by sprinkling cayenne pepper



STOP THE RATS EXCLUSION
CONTRACTORS 311

Chain mail patches for trash
bins

District Wildlife Solutions

3M Exclusion

Repair trash cans for free

EXCLUSION



RAISE AWARENESS

BIN STICKERS DOOR HANGERS ONLINE CONVO

Signal your support as a
member of the “Rat Safe
Household” movement.

Enroll your neighbors in
collective rat management by

letting them know how they can
help.

Reach out to your
community via social media

and listservs.

PROMO                 PACKET



Report rat sightings or dead
rodents to 311

Access contraceptives

Donate or volunteer with City
Wildlife

HOW YOU 
CAN HELP

Buy Edible
Contraceptives

Check our website
dcratsolutions.com for
updated information.



max@dcvfa.com

www.dcratsolutions.com

GET IN TOUCH!


